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Domestic 

 
Easier Topics 

 
1. Should the federal government limit Medicare subsidies? 

 
2. Are factory jobs a thing of the past? 

 
3. Should President Obama continue to promote urban enterprise zones? 

 
4. Is hydraulic fracking for oil and gas causing an increase in earthquakes? 

 
5. Should the United States eliminate the $1 coin? 

 
6. Would a free trade agreement with Asia be good for the United States? 

 
7. Is the National Football League ready for an openly gay player? 

 
8. Is Joe Biden positioning himself for a 2016 presidential run? 

 
9. What can the United States do to overhaul its ICBM force? 

 
10. Is four years of high school not enough? 

 
11. Is the war on terror slowing down? 

 
12. Has the death of Philip Seymour Hoffman refocused authorities on combatting 

heroin use? 
 

13. Will the increasing number of “concierge doctors” undo the benefits of healthcare 
reform? 

 
More Difficult Topics 

 
1. Will NSA spying practices drive data storage companies out of the United 

States? 
 

2. What would a “new GOP” look like? 
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3. Will the future of the same sex marriage debate be decided more by courts or 

legislatures? 
 

4. Five years after it was implemented, has the case been made that the Obama 
administration’s economic stimulus plan worked? 

 
5. What can the federal government do to decrease the frequency of airline flight 

cancellations? 
6. What can California do to confront its dwindling water supply? 

 
7. What can banks do to improve the security of credit cards? 

 
8. Is gentrification good or bad for America’s urban communities? 

 
9. Are too many senior U.S. diplomats political appointees? 

 
10. Should the federal government limit the transportation of oil by rail? 

 
11. What forces are most responsible for the decline in abortions in the United 

States? 
 

12. Will CVS’s decision to stop selling tobacco products have a significant impact on 
the tobacco industry? 

 
International 

 
Easier Topics 

 
1. Are peace talks to end the conflict in Syria a waste of time? 

 
2. Will Argentina’s government default on its debt? 

 
3. Will India’s Aam Aadmi party change the landscape of Indian politics? 

 
4. Will Scottish nationalists prevail in their upcoming referendum on independence? 

 
5. Can Hassan Rouhani tame Iran’s hardliners? 

 
6. Will Mexico be the next big emerging market? 

 
7. Should the west arm Syria’s rebels? 

 
8. Is Turkey’s prime minister losing his grip on power? 

 
9. Is the Spanish economy recovering? 

 
10. Has Australia’s government been too hard on asylum seekers? 
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11. Is the young government of South Sudan in danger of collapsing? 
 

12. Should Jews driven out of Arab states after the formation of Israel be entitled to 
compensation? 

 
13. Have the Olympic games helped or hurt Russian prestige? 

 
More Difficult Topics 

 
1. Will Venezuela’s opposition be helped or hurt by ongoing protests against the 

government? 
 

2. What is the root cause of conflict in the Central African Republic? 
 

3. Who will emerge victorious in Ukraine:  forces oriented toward Western Europe, 
or forces closer to Russia? 

 
4. Is Hamid Karzai an irrational or calculating leader? 

 
5. Are Yemen’s efforts to achieve renewed national unity succeeding? 

 
6. Can united left-wing parties take control of Hungarian politics? 

 
7. What steps can be taken to preserve the cultural identity of the Roma people? 

 
8. Is Britain’s Labour Party moving too far left for electoral success? 

 
9. Will Justin Trudeau lead Canada’s opposition Liberal Party to renewed success? 

 
10. Will the opposition’s decision to boycott Thailand’s elections undermine the 

legitimacy of the country’s government? 
 

11. Will the recently negotiated peace in Mindanao, Philippines, hold for long? 
 

12. How will Syria’s civil war impact Palestinian refugees? 
 


