
WELCOME TO THE 

 
WIAA/DAIRY FARMERS OF WASHINGTON/LES SCHWAB TIRES 

2015 4A SOFTBALL STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
 

 
 

May 30-31, 2015 
 

DWIGHT MERKEL SPORTS COMPLEX 
5901 N. ASSEMBLY ST.  |  SPOKANE, WA  99205 

 
 

TOURNAMENT MANAGER 

Bill Ames 
8816 E. Sugar Pine Ln. 
Spokane, WA  99217 

Cell:  (509) 999-6841 / Email:  amesbball@comcast.net 



TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION 
 
Your school’s Athletic Director must register your team through MyWIAA by logging in to 
http://wiaa.com/mywiaa and selecting “TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION” from the “MY TASKS” section on the 
left menu. 

 

REGISTRATION MUST BE COMPLETED BY TUESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 26, 2015 
   
TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION SECTIONS: 

 
1. Coaches, Supervisors, and Other Personnel 
2. Team Members 
3. Schedule and Scores 
4. Team Photo 

 
 

2015 4A STATE SOFTBALL EVENT SCHEDULE 
 
FRIDAY 
8:30am   Gate Opens for Teams 
9:00am Ticket Sales Begin 
9:30am Opening Ceremonies on Assigned Field (Teams Announced Alphabetically)  
10:00am Games Start 
  

SATURDAY 
7:30am   Gate Opens for Teams 
8:00am Ticket Sales Begin 
9:00am Games Start 
3:00pm 3rd/4th Place Game (Field 5)* 
5:00pm Championship Game (Field 5)* 
 
*Live Webcast on NFHS Network, televised on SWX 

 

  

http://wiaa.com/mywiaa
http://wiaanetwork.com/


2015 4A STATE SOFTBALL SCHEDULE OF GAMES 
   

FRIDAY, MAY 29 
 

 

GAME MATCHUP FIELD TIME  

1  1 10:00AM  

2  2 10:00AM  

3  4 10:00AM  

4  5 10:00AM  

5  1 12:00PM  

6  2 12:00PM  

7  4 12:00PM  

8  5 12:00PM  

9 Loser 1 vs. Loser 2 1 2:00PM  

10 Loser 3 vs. Loser 4 2 2:00PM  

11 Loser 5 vs. Loser 6 4 2:00PM  

12 Loser 7 vs. Loser 8 5 2:00pm  

13 Winner 1 vs. Winner 2 1 4:00pm  

14 Winner 3 vs. Winner 4 2 4:00pm  

15 Winner 5 vs. Winner 6 4 4:00pm  

16 Winner 7 vs. Winner 8 5 4:00pm  

17 Winner 9 vs. Loser 16 1 6:00pm  

18 Winner 10 vs. Loser 15 2 6:00pm  

19 Winner 11 vs. Loser 14 4 6:00pm  

20 Winner 12 vs. Loser 13 5 6:00pm  

     
SATURDAY, MAY 30 
 

 

GAME MATCHUP FIELD TIME  

21 Winner  13 vs. Winner  14 1 9:00am  

22 Winner  15 vs. Winner  16 2 9:00am  

23 Winner  17 vs. Winner  18 1 11:00am  

24 Winner  19 vs. Winner  20 2 11:00am  

25 Winner 23 vs. Loser 21 1 1:00pm  

26 Winner 24 vs. Loser 22 2 1:00pm  

27 Winner 25 vs. Loser 26 5 3:00pm 3rd/4th PLACE 

28 Winner 21 vs. Winner 22 5 5:00pm 1St/2nd PLACE 

 

  



4A FASTPITCH CHAMPIONSHIPS RULES AND REGULATIONS 

1. The 2015 National Federation Rule book will be used for all games.  A courtesy runner will be allowed during all games. 

2. The official tournament ball will be the Baden 2BSFPY Lexum Optic Yellow Softball, raised red stitch, .47 COR with NFHS 
Stamp.   Game balls will be provided for all games. 

3. Except for the first round of games, the home team will be determined by a coin toss, which will be conducted by the 
Tournament Manager.  The loser of the coin toss will have the choice of dug-outs. Home teams for the first round 
games are determined by the State draw, the second team listed for each game is the home team.  Please send a team 
representative to do the coin flip when requested. 

4. The State Tournament has a 10 run rule after five innings. 

5. The tie-breaker will be used after the 8th inning if the score remains tied.  While using the tie-breaker, each half-inning 
begins by placing a runner on second base.  That runner is the player in the batting order that precedes the lead-off 
batter in that inning.  Then the game proceeds a full inning or until a winner is determined in that inning. 

6. Each team may have a roster of up to 20 players and five (5) support personnel which includes coaches, managers and 
scorekeepers.  Please have your athletic director complete the State Tournament registration information online via 
MyWIAA by 3 pm Tuesday  5/26. 

7. No player passes will be issued.  All players must be in uniform to be admitted into the tournament.  After a team has 
been eliminated from the tournament, players will be admitted by showing student identification and being identified 
in the tournament program. 

8. Supervisory passes will be issued but each school should submit the names of two (2) people who will act as 
supervisory personnel to assist the Tournament Manager.  Their names will be submitted with the tournament 
registration information online via MyWIAA.  Only those people will be admitted free to the complex – all others will 
need to pay the appropriate fee. 

9. Each team will be provided five (5) minutes of infield practice on the game field for the first round games only.  The 
home team takes infield first. No teams are to be on the fields until the grounds crew has finished preparing the field 
for the game.  For all other games, no infield, but pitchers and catchers cam be on the infield after the field has been 
prepared with pitchers throwing out away from home plate on their respective baselines. 

10. The awards ceremony will take place immediately following the consolation and championships games.  The Academic 
State Championship Team Award will be presented prior to the championship game on Saturday, or if the Academic 
Team Champion is a team entry in the State Tournament, the award will be presented prior to their first consolation 
game, whichever occurs first. 

11. All umpires are assigned by the WIAA Office.  Two (2) WOA-certified officials will be assigned to each game, three (3) 
officials will be used in the semifinal and placing games. 

12. There will be a coaches meeting Thursday, May 28 at the tournament headquarters at 4:45PM. 

13. The tournament headquarters will be housed in the Dwight Merkel field complex. 

14.  Line-up cards will be provided at the coaches meeting and are available at the tournament headquarters. The 
tournament will provide the official scorekeeper and scoreboard operators for all games. 

15. On Friday May 29, at 9:45 AM, those teams involved in games 1 through 8 are asked to line up on their appropriate 
baselines for the playing of the National Anthem or the Pledge of Allegiance. 

16. On Saturday May 30, prior to the Championship Game for 1st and 2nd paces the National Anthem may be played 
following the introductions of the teams. 



17. The Dwight Merkel fields will be available for practice on Thursday. Coaches will need to make Arrangements with the 
Tournament Manager (509) 999-6841 for their practice times.    

18. Official State Tournament tee-shirts and programs will be sold at the tournament site throughout the tournament. 

19. The official State Tournament photographer will be taking team pictures prior to your second game on Friday May 29, 
or teams can schedule their team picture with the photographer on site. 

20. Official school banners are the only signs permitted at Championship events.  No signs are allowed in the rooting 
sections. 

21. Noise making devices of any kind are prohibited and will be confiscated by the tournament management.  Confetti is 
not allowed at any State Championship.  Sportsmanship medallions will be awarded to individual, teams, fans or 
support personnel by the Tournament Manager. Unsportsmanlike conduct can result in removal from the event or 
penalties to the school. 

22. There will be trainers on duty for the entire tournament; however, each school needs to supply their own medical 
supplies.  Ice will be available for emergency use. 

23. TEAMS ONLY, will be allowed to bring coolers into the complex. 

24. Continuing Suspended Game:  Any game that is interrupted with teams having played less than the required number 
of innings will be continued from the point of suspension.  The Tournament Manager shall determine when the game 
will be completed.  The line-up and batting order of each team shall be exactly the same as the line-up and batting 
order at the moment of suspension, subject to the rules governing the game.  A suspended game may be continued on 
Sunday. 

25. Postponed Games:  When necessary to postpone any tournament game, it shall be the responsibility of the 
Tournament Manger to re-schedule according to WIAA policy (refer to Inclement Weather Policy in General 
Tournament Regulations).  The Tournament Manager shall have a plan for rain-outs worked out in advance and shall 
keep everyone informed including the WIAA office.  Postponed games may be played on Sunday, weather permitting. 

 

TICKET PRICES 

 ADULTS STUDENTS w/ ASB SENIORS (62+) 

SINGLE DAY $9 $7 $7 

ALL-TOURNAMENT $15 $10 $10 

 Children 5 and under FREE 

 
 

 

 



 
 

WIAA/DAIRY FARMERS OF WASHINGTON/LES SCHWAB TIRES 

2015 Bound for State Regulations 
 
 
 

 
 

May 29-30, 2015 
 

1B, 2B Gateway Sports Complex   Yakima 
1A  Columbia Park     Richland 
2A  Carlon Park     Selah 
3A  Regional Athletic Complex (RAC)  Lacey 
4A  Merkel Sports Complex   Spokane 

 



Allocations 
Allocations in softball are made to the WIAA Districts. 

Tournament format  
The tournaments follow a modified double elimination format. 

Passes 

 20 players – roster/dugout limit 

 5 designated school personnel (coaches, managers, statisticians, etc.) 

 1 bat boy/girl 
 1 medical (must be a licensed health care provider) 

 2 supervisors 

All players must be in uniform to be admitted to the tournament. After a team has been eliminated from the 
tournament, players may be admitted by showing student identification cards and being identified in the 
program. 

Team Registration Form 
One copy of this form is to be filled out on line by the participating school. 

Souvenir Programs 
The roster forms, team information and season information to be published in the state tournament souvenir 
programs will be sent under separate cover by May 16.  

Rules 
National Federation Softball rules will be followed. Any ground rules will be explained by the Tournament 
Manager or Umpire-in-Chief. 
NFHS rule 1-Section 2-Article 1-Note (the double first base) was adopted on July 23, 2008, by the WIAA  
Executive Board for all levels of post-season play including the state championships beginning with the 2008-09  
school year. 

Game Balls 
Each school must furnish its own warm-up balls. Game balls will be provided. 
 
Fast Pitch:  12” Baden 2BSFPY LEXUM Optic Yellow with raised red stitch, .47 COR, 375 lb Compression with 
NFHS Logo. 
 
Practice Access 
Each site will determine if practice will be allowed on the tournament playing fields prior to the start of the 
tournament. Any expenses involved will be paid by the schools using the facility. 

Selection of Home Team 
Home and visiting teams will be designated on the draws for the first round of play. The tournament manager or 
designee will conduct a coin toss for all succeeding rounds with the two coaches to determine the home team. 
The winner of the coin toss will have the choice of being home or visiting team. 

Infield Practice 
May be allowed on the tournament playing fields prior to the first round of games. Home team shall take infield 
practice first. 



Line-up Cards 
Each coach must deliver their batting order to the umpire on Line-up Cards. 

Coaches' Uniforms 
Any coach participating in either pre-game or regular game activities must be in the uniform of the school at all 
times. Uniform specifications for coaches are listed in the NF Softball Rulebook. 

Length of Game 
A regulation tournament game shall be seven innings in length unless extended because of a tie score or unless 
shortened because of the 10 run rule, or the home team needs none of its half of the seventh inning or only a 
fraction of it, or because of weather or similar conditions. 

Continuing Suspended Game 
Any game that is interrupted with teams having played less than the required number of innings to be 
considered a regulation game according to NFHS rules will be continued from the point of suspension. The 
tournament manager shall determine when the game will be completed. The line-up and batting order of each 
team shall be exactly the same as the line-up and batting order at the moment of suspension, subject to the 
rules governing the game.  

Tie Breaker Procedure 
The NFHS tie breaker procedure will be implemented after eight (8) full innings have been played. Each 
subsequent half-inning begins by placing a runner on second base. That runner is the player in the batting order 
who precedes the lead-off batter in that inning. Then the game proceeds a full inning or until a winner is 
determined in that inning. 

Postponed Games 
When necessary to postpone any tournament game, it shall be the responsibility of the tournament manger to 
re-schedule according to WIAA policy (refer to Inclement Weather Policy in General Tournament Regulations.) 
The tournament manager shall have a plan for rain-outs worked out in advance. The manager shall keep 
everyone informed including the WIAA office. Postponed games may be played on Sunday,  

Courtesy Runner Rules 
Teams may follow the NFHS courtesy runner rule during any or all tournament games. 

Run Rule 
The ten-run rule will be in effect after five (5) complete innings have been played.  

Awards 
Awards will be presented immediately following the consolation and championship games. 

Umpires 
All umpires are assigned by the WIAA office. Three WOA certified umpires will be assigned to the semi-final and 
final games, with two umpires assigned to all other tournament games. 

SOFTBALL DRAWS 
The tournament draws are approved by the WIAA Executive Board. The draws will be published on the WIAA 
website on the Sunday prior to the state tournament. 

BRACKET DEFINITIONS:  The total tournament first round bracket includes games 1-8.  The top half bracket 
includes games 1-4, the bottom half bracket includes games 5-8.  The quarter brackets are as follows:  games 1-
2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8. 
 



A modified allocation formula will be followed to determine the #1 teams, with each WIAA District guaranteed a 
#1 team if that District is allocated at least one (1) team.  If Districts elect to combine for qualification purposes, 
each District will still receive a #1 team.  Districts that combine during the regular season would be considered a 
single District and would receive only one #1 team. 
 
1.   The “true” #1 teams from each WIAA District will be drawn first to determine in which half bracket they 

will be drawn, with an equal number of “true” #1 teams in each half bracket when possible. 
 

 1a. The first draw will be to determine into which half bracket, top or bottom half, the first “true” #1 team 
shall be drawn. 

 1b. The district with the most #1 teams shall be drawn first, followed in succession by the districts with fewer 
#1 teams. 

 1c. The “true” #1 teams shall be drawn into half brackets, alternating top then bottom, or  bottom then top, 
until all “true” #1 teams have been drawn. 

 1d. As each “true” #1 team is drawn into the top or bottom half bracket, the #2 team from that district will be 
placed into the opposite half bracket. 

1.d.1. With three (3) allocations, the #3 team may be drawn into either half bracket. 
  1.d.2. With four (4) or more allocations, #1 and #4 will be drawn into the same half bracket 

and #2 and #3 will be drawn into the same half bracket when possible; any additional 
allocations may be drawn into either half bracket with an even number, when possible, 
into each half bracket. 

  1.d.3. When a District has three (3) or more allocations, they will be drawn into separate 
quarter brackets when possible. 

 
2. The “true” #1 teams shall be drawn to determine the home team for Games 1-4 and then Games 5-8. 

 2a. If there are four (4) or fewer “true” #1 teams, they will be drawn into different quarter brackets. 

 
3.   Since there are fewer than eight (8) “true” #1 teams, a modified allocation formula will be applied to 

determine the additional #1 teams.  The modified allocation formula will be based upon the number of 
schools participating in each District/combined District. 

 
3a. With three (3) #1 teams, the #3 team may be drawn into either half bracket. 
3b. With four (4) or more #1 teams, #1 and #4 will be drawn into the same half bracket and #2 and 

#3 will be drawn into the same half bracket when possible. 
3c. The additional #1 teams will then be drawn to fill in as the home team for Games 1-4 and then 

Games 5-8. 
 
4. The remaining teams will then be drawn as the visiting teams for Games 1-8. 
 

4a. Remaining teams will be drawn so that teams from the same district will not play each other in 
the first round when possible. 

4b. If a district has five or more allocations, the #5, #6, etc. teams will go into the draw as potential 
opponents for its #1 team. 

4c. The lowest seeded team from a district will be drawn to play against the highest seeded team 
from either the same district or a different district. 

    
 

 

 
 
 



WIAA INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 
2014-15 

 
 

M. TEAMS/INDIVIDUALS UNABLE TO ARRIVE FOR SCHEDULED COMPETITION AT A CHAMPIONSHIP EVENT 
[Inclement Weather (policy #51.13)]  

The WIAA Executive Board and executive staff believe that all teams/individuals earning the right to 
participate in championship events should have those rights protected as much as possible.  The WIAA 
Executive Board and executive staff also recognize the efforts of all participants to attend the championship 
events.  The participating schools must also realize that these events are held to certain restrictions with 
facilities, game officials, and all other game administration. 

A WIAA championship event shall be defined as regional and state competition.  The competing school is 
responsible for notifying the WIAA office or the event manager, if the school is having difficulty traveling to 
the event site due to weather or a clear area-wide emergency and may not arrive in time for the scheduled 
event(s). Notification shall be made as soon as possible after it becomes evident that the team/individual is 
having difficulty.  School personnel have the responsibility of making alternative travel plans to tournament 
sites based upon weather forecasts and any other pertinent information. As a common practice, input and 
recommendations are to be sought from the Highway Patrol and/or the Department of Transportation.  
Specific circumstances not covered by this policy are left to the discretion of the WIAA Executive Director or 
designee. 

1.  If a team/individual is unable to arrive at a championship event site for their scheduled competition 
due to circumstances beyond their control (e.g., an earthquake, all passes closed, roads closed due to 
flooding, etc), that team/individual will be allowed to participate in their scheduled event provided 
they arrive at the event site and are able to compete on the day of their scheduled event. The WIAA 
Executive Director, in cooperation with the event manager, shall adjust the schedule of the event for 
the purpose of allowing maximum participation for all qualified schools.  If the team/individual is 
unable to arrive to compete on the day of its event, a forfeit is recorded and that team/individual 
shall move into the consolation bracket or be dropped from competition, whichever is applicable to 
the particular event. 

2. There may be times in the interest of safety, weather, or conditions beyond the control of the 
participating schools and/or the tournament management that it becomes necessary to delay, 
postpone, or cancel such tournaments. The intent of this policy is to accommodate the participating 
school(s) by rescheduling if possible.  

a. The following practices shall be observed: 

1) If severe weather conditions affect a participating school, but not the tournament, the 
principal must notify the tournament director. 

2) If severe weather conditions affect the tournament, the WIAA Executive Director or 
WIAA staff designee will make the final decision concerning tournament postponement 
or rescheduling. 

3) Play will resume on the next playable date. 

4) Changing of sites, postponement or cancellation of events will be determined by the 
WIAA Executive Director or WIAA staff designee. 

 b. Procedures to follow if contests are rescheduled: 

 1) The WIAA Executive Director or WIAA staff designee has the final authority on contest 
rescheduling. 

 2) If contests are rescheduled on the same day as originally scheduled but at a different 
site, the semifinal and championship contests will be scheduled at the same time or 
later than originally scheduled.   



 3) Time between contests may be shortened.  Example:  If contests were originally 
scheduled at two (2) hour intervals, they may be rescheduled at one and one half (1½) 
hour intervals.  

 4) Individuals/teams shall be granted a minimum of twenty (20) minutes for rest between 
contests. 

5) Whenever possible, contests played on the final day of the tournament shall be 
scheduled to allow individuals/teams to return to their home community that day. 

  6) If during the last scheduled day of a WIAA tournament, contests are unable to be 
restarted requiring postponement overnight, only those individuals/teams still in 
contention for the championship will continue play.  Individuals/teams not in 
contention for the championship shall be awarded a tie for the highest placing that 
could have been earned if postponement had not been necessary.   

3. Ticket revenue will not be refunded in the event the schedule and/or day(s) of the event are changed 
due to inclement weather.  Tickets may be honored at a later date when play resumes. 

 

 

WIAA WEATHER-RELATED CANCELLATION POLICY 

It is the practice of the Association to annually schedule state tournaments in selected activities. There may be times in the 
interest of safety, weather, or conditions beyond the control of responsible administrative authority that it may be 
necessary to delay, postpone, or cancel such tournaments. In those cases, the following practice shall be observed. 

1. Changing of sites or postponement of contest sites will be set by the WIAA office. 

2. Authorization to change sites, if conditions are unsafe, shall be vested in the WIAA Executive Director or appointed 
designee. 

3. In severe weather conditions affecting the tournament or participation in the tournament, the Tournament Manager, 
in consultation with the Games Committee, will make the final decision concerning tournament rescheduling. 

4. If severe weather conditions affect a participating school, but not the tournament, the principal will notify the 
Tournament Manager. 

5. Play will resume on the nest playable date (Sunday). 

6. The intent of this policy is that the Tournament Manager will accommodate the affected(s) by rescheduling if possible. 
Final decision rests with the Tournament Manager and Games Committee. 

7. The WIAA Executive Board has the final authority in determining if a State Tournament shall be canceled.  

 

Due to action taken by the WIAA Executive Board, schools will no longer be asked if they are willing to play on 
Sunday if inclement weather prohibits play on Saturday.  If fields are available, the games will be rescheduled 
for Sunday.  If fields are not available, the games will be rescheduled for Monday.  Event managers will no 
longer be collecting the Sunday waiver forms, but schools districts will still need to determine if their teams 
will be allowed to play on Sunday. 
 
 

  
 

  



Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (Drone) Policy 
 
The use of unmanned aerial vehicles (“UAV”), also known as drones, is prohibited for any purpose by any 
persons at WIAA tournament venues. Tournament management shall refuse admission or entry to anyone 
attempting to use a UAV; and if necessary, tournament management shall remove anyone attempting to use a 
UAV and/or confiscate the UAV until the event has been completed. For purposes of this policy, a UAV is any 
aircraft without a human pilot aboard the device. An exception to this policy may be made in specific cases for 
WIAA broadcast partners, provided the management of the tournament facility permits the presence of UAVs 
for broadcast purposes under the control of the WIAA.  
 



2015 SOFTBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

SCHOOL ATHLETIC TRAINER/TEAM PHYSICIAN FORM – RETURN TO TOURNAMENT 
MANAGER 

 
This information confirms the responsible individual(s) in the event of an injury to a participant.  EACH 

TEAM MAY BE ALLOWED ONE (1) TRAINER OR DOCTOR. 
 
Name of High School             
 
Name of Head Coach             
 
Name of Athletic Trainer            
 
  Is Athletic Trainer NATA Certified?   Yes   No 
 
 Or Name of Student Medical Support         
 
 Or Name of Team Physician           
 
Will this athletic trainer or physician be in your dugout?   Yes   No 
 
In the event than an athlete needs medical attention on the field or in the locker room, the WIAA 
Tournament Medical Personnel will make the initial assessment and then will turn the athlete over to 
the designated school trainer and/or physician. 
 
Please list any special needs or concerns regarding your student-athletes which may be helpful or 
pertinent in any emergency situation (i.e., diabetic, epileptic, etc.) 
 
              

             

Principal or Designee Signature       Date    

AUTHORITY OF DESIGNATED TOURNAMENT PHYSICIANS - The Association or other sponsoring authority may designate 

a tournament physician and assistant tournament physicians or another designated medical authority to provide medical 
coverage/services for specific tournaments under its sponsorship.  The tournament physicians shall have final responsibility for 
medical decisions at the tournament, consulting with assistant tournament physicians and team physicians or other designated 
medical authority as appropriate.  The tournament physician (and assistant tournament physician or designated medical 
authority when they are on the scene in the absence of the tournament physician) shall have the following authority in addit ion 
to that normally associated with the practice of medicine and surgery: 

1. To determine whether an injured participant may continue in the contest.  The decision against further participation 
may not be overturned by a coach, official, parent, another physician, or any other person.  If an injured participant 
has a team physician present, consultation between the tournament manager and team physicians is expected when 
time permits, prior to the decision. 

2. To provide medical coverage/services to tournament participants as requested. 

3. To interrupt a contest if, in the opinion of the tournament physician, continuation would pose a significant threat to the 
safety, health, or life of a competitor, due to an injury to said competitor. 

4. To enter the field of competition as necessary to fulfill his/her duties. 

5. To supervise the activities of paramedical personnel who may be involved in the conduct of the tournament. 

6. To serve as advisor to the tournament director on medical, health, and safety matters related to the tournament. 

 


