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The following topics are provided for use/distribution within your state. This 

suggested list is provided as a service. Feel free to add, delete or alter items to 

suit your purposes – especially in light of day-to-day events. Please keep in mind 

that other states may closely regulate the distribution of these topics. Please 

refrain from any distribution of the topics outside of your state or by means 

which may be accessed outside of your state, including the Internet, during the 

month of January. 

 

NFHS EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING TOPICS 

January 2016 
Domestic 

 

Open-Ended 
 

1. How will the end of “No Child Left Behind” change education for America’s 
students? 
 

2. How should the federal government change its policies for regulating the entry of 
foreign nationals into the United States? 

 
3. What is responsible for the decline in marriages in the United States? 

 
4. Which Republican candidate is most likely to leave the race for President next? 

 
5. Which Democratic candidate is most likely to leave the race for President next? 

 
6. Who is most likely to prevail among Republican presidential contenders in the 

Iowa caucuses? 
 

7. Why does the U.S. Postal Service continue to lose money? 
 

8. What steps does Jeb Bush need to take if he is to keep his campaign alive past 
Iowa and New Hampshire? 

 
9. What does Martin O’Malley need to do to become competitive in the Democratic 

presidential primary field? 
 

10. What does Hillary Clinton need to do to make her personal email scandal go 
away? 

 
11. How should Hillary Clinton use her husband, the former President, in her 

campaign? 
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12. Given the threats America faces, where should the Pentagon invest its 
resources? 

 
 

Closed-Ended 
 

1. Will the Federal Reserve’s decision to raise interest rates help or hurt the 
recovery of the U.S. economy? 

 
2. Is the United States in greater danger from jihadists raised within its borders, or 

those who come from abroad? 
 

3. Can Republican presidential candidates moderate their positions to appeal to a 
broader range of voters after a nominee is chosen? 

 
4. Did Chicago’s police chief deserve to be fired over the Laquan McDonald 

shooting? 
 

5. Is Donald Trump still a long-shot for the Republican nomination, as pundits 
suggest? 

 
6. Should universities and schools rename buildings named after former slave 

owners? 
 

7. Can Bernie Sanders make a strong showing in the Iowa caucuses? 
 

8. Is the news media providing lopsided coverage of the presidential race? 
 

9. Will the threat posed by home-grown terrorists increase support for gun control in 
the United States? 

 
10. Should President Obama continue to avoid putting boots on the ground in the 

fight against ISIS? 
 

11. Has the Navy covered-up the mistreatment of Afghan citizens under interrogation 
by SEALs? 

 
12. Is Ted Cruz’s lack of popularity in the Senate an asset or a liability in his 

presidential campaign? 
 

13. Are this season’s presidential primary debates more entertainment or 
information? 

 
International 
 

Open-Ended 
 

1. What steps can European nations take to better integrate Syrian refugees into 
their societies? 
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2. What should be America’s priorities as it works to rebuild its relationship with 

Cuba? 
 

3. What actions can the world community take to undermine ISIS’s sources of 
income? 

 
4. What steps can centrist parties do to prevent further electoral gains by France’s 

National Front? 
 

5. How can the government of Ukraine lessen widespread corruption? 
 

6. How can supporters of EU membership persuade British voters to stay in a 
united Europe? 

 
7. How will tightening censorship in China impact the relationship between the 

government and the Chinese people? 
 

8. What nations are the best candidates for leading the war on ISIS? 
 

9. Who is in the best position to unite the Iraqi people? 
 

10. What changes are needed to bring stability to Lebanon’s government? 
 

11. What steps can South Africa take to bring greater racial diversity to its 
educational system? 

 
12. What can be done to present a larger conflict between Russia and Turkey? 

 

Closed-Ended 
 

1. Are right-wing populist politicians a danger to world peace? 
 
2. Can the Venezuelan opposition dislodge Nicholas Maduro from power? 

 
3. Is Africa’s population growth good or bad for the economies of the continent? 

 
4. Will the influence of Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner haunt her successor as 

Argentina’s president? 
 

5. Is the close relationship between India and Japan a threat to China?  
 

6. Will Myanmar’s military leadership resist Aung San Suu Kyi’s attempts to 
consolidate power over the country? 

 
7. Is ISIS’s own propaganda actually hurting its image in the Middle East? 

 
8. Who will prevail in Yemen’s civil war? 
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9. Can President Joseph Kabila be expected to peacefully step aside when term 
limits bring his rule of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to an end?  

 
10. Will Brazil’s opposition succeed in impeaching Dilma Rousseff? 

 
11. Will Poland’s new government be a thorn in the side of the NATO alliance? 

 
12. Is Najib Razak secure in his job as Malaysia’s Prime Minister? 

 
13. Are the Chinese people forcing the hand of their government when it comes to 

global climate policy? 
 
 


