
 
WASHINGTON INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION 

435 Main Avenue South, Renton, WA   98057 
Phone 425-687-8585 – Fax 425-687-9476 

Internet Address: www.wiaa.com 
 

WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD CONFERENCE CALL 
February 11, 2010 

WIAA Office, Renton, Washington 
 

President Joe Feist called the conference call meeting to order at 7:30 AM.  The 
following individuals were involved in the call: 
 
Board Members:  President Joe Feist (District 7), Vice President Ed Ploof (District 3), 
Harlan Kredit (District 1), Craig Olson (District 2), Chris Bigelow (Region A), Wendy 
Malich (Region B), Rich Rouleau (District 5), Al Falkner (District 8),  Ken Lindgren 
(District 9), George Juarez (Region C), Michele Webb (At Large). 
 
WIAA staff:   Executive Director Mike Colbrese, Assistant Executive Directors Cindy 
Adsit, Andy Barnes and John Miller. 
 
Request from NW Yeshiva to play the 9 PM game on Thursday of the 1B State 
Basketball Tournament should the team qualify for the tournament due to 
observance of the Fast of Esther, the day before the Jewish Holiday Purim. 
 
NW Yeshiva Request 
Jed Davis, NW Yeshiva athletic director, first thanked the Board members for approving 
the accommodation of the state basketball tournament for any team that observes the 
Sabbath.  He shared that student athletes from NW Yeshiva have the opportunity to 
participate in state golf (since those championships are held on Tuesday and 
Wednesday) and some events in track that have prelims and finals on Friday.  He 
indicated that he had two issues to bring before the Board – that the 1B state volleyball 
tournament be played on Wednesday and Thursday of each year in order to avoid any 
conflicts with the Sabbath and that the NW Yeshiva team be scheduled to play the latest 
game on Thursday of the 1B state basketball tournament, due to the observance of a 
day of fasting prior to Purim.  Mr. Davis explained that Jewish holidays follow the lunar 
calendar, and this year, the day of fasting will occur on Thursday, February 25, 2010.  
The day of fasting will not conflict with future 1B state basketball tournaments until the 
Wednesday of the tournament in 2013.  He admitted that the request from the school 
should have come earlier, but the conflict was overlooked until both the boys and girls 
basketball teams from NW Yeshiva qualified for the District 2 basketball tournament. 
 
He continued that all team members will participate in the fasting, which prohibits the 
consumption of food or drink, beginning at 5:30 AM and ending at 6:30 PM on Thursday.  
He believes that, although not ideal, there will be sufficient time for the team to eat, 
hydrate, and be ready to play for the 9 PM game on that day. 
 
Due to the timeliness of the requests, President Joe Feist recommended that the 
volleyball request be brought before the Board during the March 24, 2010, meeting, and 
that the conference call deal only with the request regarding the 1B state basketball 
tournament, which is scheduled to be played February 24-27, 2010, in Yakima.  
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President Joe Feist thanked Mr. Davis and excused him from the conference call.  Board 
members then discussed in detail the following concerns regarding the basketball 
brackets and schedules: 
 

- the basketball schedules have been refined over the years: 
o to prevent, if possible, boys and girls teams from the same school playing 

at the same time 
o to give all teams that may eventually meet in a game a comparable 

rest/recovery period from their previous game 
o to optimize attendance 
o to minimize conflicts with crowd movement 
 

- games involving teams in the consolation bracket are played in the morning and 
early afternoon 

 
- games involving teams in the championship bracket are played in the late 

afternoon and evening  
 

- the basketball schedules are finalized and posted on the WIAA Web site at least 
one month in advance of each tournament 

 
- whether they win or lose, participating teams know when their next game will be 

played 
 
-  based on how teams finish in the final qualifying event (district/regional), those 

teams are drawn onto the bracket following some specific draw criteria 
 
- draw criteria does not specify game times, but matches opponents in the first 

round, which then determines potential opponents throughout the remainder of 
the tournament 

 
- with the modification request from NW Yeshiva, the team would need to be 

“placed” into game #4, rather than drawn (as all other teams will be), in order to 
minimize the impact on their potential opponents 

 
- with the current draw criteria to prevent boys and girls teams from the same 

school playing in the same quarter bracket in the first round (which prevents 
them from playing at the same time in the second round on Thursday, and 
minimizes the chances that they will play at the same time on Friday and 
Saturday, although that is contingent upon the total number of “doubles” and 
which teams win or lose as they progress through the bracket), this placement 
could prevent some of the other draw criteria from being met (between seven 
and nine schools have had both boys and girls teams from the same school 
qualify for the 1B state basketball tournament) 

 
- any potential game time change on Thursday would be contingent upon whether 

NW Yeshiva won or lost its first game on Wednesday, so none of the teams 
could plan or prepare for their game time until all games on any given day had 
been played.  That would mean that neither the teams nor the fans would know 
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what time their team would play on the following day until 11 PM the preceding 
night  

 
- moving a consolation bracket game to the latest game on Thursday (game #16) 

would virtually mandate additional meals and another night’s lodging for the 
teams involved 

 
- moving a championship bracket game to the latest game on Thursday (game 

#16) would not involve additional expenses for the schools involved, but would 
impact pregame preparations and plans on the part of participants and 
spectators alike 

 
- adjusting the game time could mean a shortened rest period for NW Yeshiva’s 

opponent on Thursday before the next game played on Friday (different 
rest/recovery period for that team’s opponent on Friday) 

 
- the tournament schedule would have to be customized as NW Yeshiva 

progressed through the bracket, affecting the entire tournament schedule and 
impacting all 32 teams  

 
- if NW Yeshiva were still in the tournament on Friday and/or Saturday, game 

times would again need to be adjusted to accommodate the Sabbath 
 

- the accommodation for observance of the Sabbath affects a broader group of 
people; the request regarding the fast is very specific and precedent setting for 
other sports and other religions 

 
Current accommodation listed in the 2009-10 WIAA Handbook: 

25.5.0 RESCHEDULING OF STATE EVENTS DUE TO OBSERVANCE OF THE SABBATH - Should a 
team that recognizes the Saturday Sabbath be involved in a WIAA state basketball tournament, 
and should the team, due to bracketing, play during the time that the Saturday Sabbath is 
observed, a semifinal game would be moved from Friday evening to Friday afternoon.  Any 
Saturday consolation games would be moved to a later time that evening, and the championship 
game would be played during the later game time. 

 Individuals who observe the Sabbath on teams will not be accommodated at team events. 

 
Olsen/Malich moved to approve the request.  MOTION FAILED. 
 
Mr. Feist thanked the members of the Board and adjourned the meeting at 8:30 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mike Colbrese, Executive Director 
Cindy Adsit, Recorder 


