
Washington Solo and Ensemble Contest
Proposed Rule Changes

2014 Contests

Following are the proposed rule changes for 2014 regional and state solo and ensemble contests. The 
proposals listed were approved at the November 2012 WMEA Board meeting. As per our rule change 
process, accepted proposals go to the WIAA Executive Board for concurrence, amendment (which then 
come back for concurrence) or rejection.

Proposed new text is underlined and italicized.

Add the following to Rule 1.1
1.1 Participating students are required to be members of an appropriate large performing group accredited 

class (band/percussion, orchestra, choir or show/jazz/madrigal ensemble) at their high school. Each stu-
dent must be an active member in the division of competition as his/her primary participation in the class 
at the time of both the regional and state events. Exception: For ensembles only, students meeting eligi-
bility in the Brass or Woodwind or Percussion Divisions may compete on any instrument category listed 
within any of those divisions. Students who qualify for the state solo contest in the piano, guitar and harp 
categories must be a member of one of the school’s ensembles mentioned above, though they do not have 
to play the piano, guitar or harp in that ensemble. Piano, guitar and harp soloists may also be eligible if 
members of an accredited piano, guitar or harp class at their high school.

PROPOSED BY: Cal Anderson

RATIONALE: I have students volunteer to learn and perform on different instruments other than that of their primary exper-
tise to fill a need in our band. For example, a student who previously played percussion in my group volunteered to learn and 
play French horn. (He had been a trumpet player at some point in his past.) While eligible to compete in the brass division, 
his true strength was as a percussionist and current rules would not allow him to join our percussion ensemble. I do not be-
lieve we should prevent a student from competing on their stronger instrument because of doing what is best for their group. 
If they are in band, let them compete on any “band” instrument. Furthermore, I don’t have a problem allowing a flute player 
in my band to play in a sax ensemble if that’s an opportunity she/he wants to explore. Or a percussion or brass ensemble, for 
that matter. If the worry is a kid taking the place of a “legitimate” percussionist within the school, then that is something the 
director should handle. If the worry is that they will qualify at the expense of an ensemble composed of “legitimate” perform-
ers from another school, I’d be worried that we’re limiting the educational opportunities for kids. Some of the uber-talented 
kids can grow from looking at new challenges.

Proposal Number 1

Proposal Number 2
Add the following to Rule 1.7
1.7 A student may qualify for the state contest in more than one instrumental solo category. If a student per-

forms in more than one solo category, he/she must perform different literature in each category. If indi-
vidual students are in more than one ensemble, they must perform different literature in each ensemble. 
While vocalists may compete in more than one solo category at the region contest, they may not qualify 
for state in more than one solo category. If vocal soloists have a preference if chosen for state in more 
than one category, they must notify the region contest manager prior to their region event. However, final 
decision of which category they are assigned to sits with contest management.

PROPOSED BY:  Bruce Gutgesell

RATIONALE:  At one of our region events this past year, we had a sixteen member men’s vocal large ensemble perform a 
piece of music that four members of that large ensemble also performed as a quartet in the mens vocal small ensemble cat-
egory. I do not believe it is the intent for students to perform the same music in multiple ensembles.  We have a rule prevent-
ing that from happening in solo categories, but we currently have no language preventing it from happening in ensemble 
categories. I believe we should have the same expectations for both solos and ensembles. 


