
Survey: Parent Committee 2014 

 

733 Responses Received 

As Of 11/20/2014 2:24:12 PM 

  
  

Participant information 

  
  

1. I have high school age students participating in:  
 

 

Answer Count % Total 

Athletics 337 35.8% 

Activities 76 8.1% 

Both 363 38.5% 

Neither 34 3.6% 

I do not have high school age children. 132 14.0% 
 

 

2. I have middle school age children participating in: 
 

 

Answer Count % Total 

Athletics 138 14.6% 

Activities 38 4.0% 

Both 155 16.5% 

Neither 61 6.5% 

I do not have middle school age children. 550 58.4% 
 

 

3. I have high school age student(s) that participate in more than one sport: 
 

 

Answer Count % Total 

Yes, I have high school age student(s) that 
participate in more than one sport 

461 48.9% 

No, My high school age student(s) participate 
in only one sport. 

256 27.2% 

My high age student does not participate in 
sports 

85 9.0% 

I do not have high school age students 140 14.9% 
 

 

4. I have middle school age students that participate in more than one sport. 
 

 

Answer Count % Total 

Yes, I have middle school age student(s) that 
participate in more than one sport. 

224 23.8% 

No, My middle school age student(s) 
participates in only one sport. 

76 8.1% 

My middle school student(s) do not participate 
in sports. 

55 5.8% 

I do not have middle school age students. 587 62.3% 
 

 

5. I have high school age student(s) participating in: 
 

 

Answer Count % Total 

School based sports only. 315 33.4% 

Non-school based sports only. 22 2.3% 
 



Both school and non-school based sports. 386 41.0% 

My student(s) do not play sports. 79 8.4% 

I do not have a high school aged student. 140 14.9% 
 

6. I have middle school age student(s) participating in: 
 

 

Answer Count % Total 

School based sports only. 80 8.5% 

Non-school based sports only. 35 3.7% 

Both school and non-school based sports. 199 21.1% 

My middle school age student(s) does not 
play sports. 

41 4.4% 

I do not have a middle school age student. 587 62.3% 
 

 

  
  

WIAA Mission and Core Principles 

  
  

1. Strengthening all students for life through participation in excellent, fair, safe, and accessible activities. Do you 
feel that your schools athletic and activities programs are meeting this mission statement?  

 

Answer Count % Total 

Strongly agree 394 50.6% 

Somewhat agree 288 37.0% 

Somewhat disagree 51 6.6% 

Strongly disagree 29 3.7% 

Other 16 2.1% 
 

 

2. Strengthening all students for life through participation in excellent, fair, safe, and accessible activities. Do you 
feel your school is meeting this mission statement?  

 

Answer Count % Total 

Strongly agree 386 49.6% 

Somewhat agree 296 38.0% 

Somewhat disagree 55 7.1% 

Strongly disagree 29 3.7% 

Other 12 1.5% 
 

 

3. Please rank order the five Core Principals of the WIAA. 
 

 

From 1 to 5 where 1 is best 

Answer 1 2 3 4 5 

Ensure respect for all individuals 
and communities by valuing others, 
treating them with dignity, and 
promoting ethical behavior in all 
activities 

238 166 160 108 63 

Strengthen character, build 
confidence, and maximize potential 
through sportsmanship, leadership, 
and service. 

182 213 172 105 63 

Provide a safe environment where 
participants pursue positive 
relationships and healthy activities. 

137 127 164 234 73 

 



Challenge all students to attain 
personal academic excellence 
through participation, competition, 
and teamwork. 

131 179 174 167 84 

Provide access to equitable, fair, 
and diverse activities.  

47 50 65 121 452 

 

  
  

Communication 

  
  

1. The most efficient way for the WIAA to communicate with families would be via: 
 

 

From 1 to 7 where 1 is best 

Answer 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

WIAA Website 86 93 158 129 104 82 81 

Email 388 200 65 27 26 13 15 

Public Service Announcements 11 21 51 136 163 198 155 

Through our local school 176 249 160 85 37 19 9 

Social Media 25 47 132 188 176 114 53 

Text messaging 44 114 141 100 92 94 150 

Blogs and Forums 4 11 27 69 137 215 272 
 

 

2. Which form of social media do you most often use. 
 

 

Answer Count % Total 

Facebook 528 69.7% 

Twitter 30 4.0% 

Instagram 22 2.9% 

Wikipedia 5 0.7% 

Youtube 23 3.0% 

I do not use social media 141 18.6% 

Other 8 1.1% 
 

 

  
  

Additional Information 

 

1. As a parent/guardian, what could the WIAA do to help you as your student participates in school based athletics and 

activities?  

 Getting a different Athletic Director at the BHS would be a start.   

 It is important the coaches do not show favoritism as all players are important. Good Manners and 

sportsmanship is very important and should be taught to all players.   

 Better communication with the coaches of the activities. Transportation would be great because both parents 

work these days and a lot of homes are one parent homes. Especially in the middle schools, this is where kids 

need to participate to build their confidence and make lifelong friends, and keep them off the screen.   

 Continue to provide support to the coaching staff and in provision of training and or coaching seminars/ 

continuing education   



 Provide some non-competitive athletic activities for those students who are turned off by most athletics   

 Offer more school sponsored sports like baseball and swimming   

 Never heard of WIAA and don’t know what they can provide.   

 I believe that playing a sport at high school with the amount of homework required makes it impossible for 

students to participate in any other activity during the week whether it be for work, music, art or hobbies b/c 

the practices are everyday for multiple hours. So, I would prefer three or four practices a week instead of six, but 

i know this will never happen in a culture that puts so much emphasis on its sports.   

 I think the biggest problem with organized sports - school based or not is the coaching. Their focus is on winning 

and things like support, fair play, player safety etc. are overlooked in that tunnel vision.   

 Keep the costs to participate reasonable. Ensure there is a focus on student first, athlete second. Make 

information regarding athletics and activities readily accessible.   

 Provide wonderful district and state meets/events. Insure transfer students aren’t transferring High schools for 

sports participation, to join winning teams or be recruited.   

 Evaluate referees and umpires, and weed out that ones who show favoritism towards one team over another.   

 I would like to see activities treated with the same importance as sports. Rifle team is truly supported by the 

parents of the kids on it no transportation support at all through the school. Even dance team gets bus support, 

rifles are transported through the coach and would never be on a bus. Many parents work don’t understand 

why no support in this area!   

 Send information on scholarship opportunities   

 keep us informed   

 Hire higher quality officials who understand the goals of the program, buy into them, and will ensure they are 

met   

 Educate students, schools, parents etc. on the positive affects for students with athletics and activities   

 I feel that they already do a great job.   

 Ensure equity of access for schools that are small in size. It’s tough to compete against bigger schools with high 

student numbers.   

 Better communication about sports events and other activities with parents.   

 Have stronger guidelines and check systems in place for the coaches that work at the schools. I know of several 

coaches who are bad role models. Many are negative and show horrible sportsmanship. Many coaches yell and 

shout put downs to the referees and players from the other team as well as their own. Coaches should build 

their players up, not knock them down. There is a big difference between motivation and verbal abuse. Sadly, 

schools and parents want to WIN, so they put up with bad coaches and many conform to the negative attitude 

the coach displays. Many parents are afraid to say something, for fear their child will sit on the bench, be 

verbally called out in front of the team, and/or be treated unfairly by the coach. I like sports, but the accepted 

negative and over-the-top competitive "win no matter what" attitudes in junior high and high school sports is a 

real turn-off.   

 Provide ballet activity :)   

 Student only interested in 1 sport   

 Help make clear college contact regulations and rules.   

 Offer shuttle services for families with more than one child in an activity.   

 Offer the same sports for every high school as offered by other schools in the area. If your kids high school 

doesn’t offer a sport and there are several other high schools that do, your child should be able to participate 

with another high school   



 More effectively communicate what the WIAA''s core principals are & how the WIAA intends to instill those in 

ALL students...   

 Ensure quality coaches hired for high school sports have not just previously played the sport, but actually have 

some coaching experience. If no experienced coaches are available, then provide training/placement with an 

experienced coach so that the new coach may learn prior to taking the job.   

 Hire college level professors and build more schools as well as have armed security to ensure the safety and 

future of our children   

 assist in providing quality coaches and assistant coaches   

 Provide adequate transportation to and from sporting events.   

 Hold schools accountable for poor and/or dangerous behavior from athletes and spectator/supporters   

 equity for all students, more sports related activities and not competitive sports   

 I think kids are intimidated or insecure about trying new sports or activities. It seems like if your child isn't 

participating in club sports they don't have a chance in school sports   

 Provide transportation services   

 Ensure all schools are following standards in academics. I also think for "playoff" games should be on neural 

grounds about halfway between the two schools. (With state finals at one location in the state)   

 Encourage enrollment and tryouts. Same groups of kids who are labeled as ''athletes'' will always turn out, but 

reach out to others students and ask them to participate or join. Help build confidence   

 Can’t think of anything   

 Allow Sports like Lacrosse, Water Polo, Rowing Crew, Equestrian teams be school sponsored not club sports so 

they can be partially funded through the Districts so more students can afford to participate. These are sports 

they can compete in in college but if they do not get started early enough they won't have the skills to compete 

for the college level teams.   

 Make standards be adhered to by all and monitor programs to ensure that set standards are being adhered to. 

Promote and educate parents and participants of rules and guidelines   

 Further limit the amount of time each sport can practice in the summer.   

 good communication   

 The WIAA needs some leadership that will actually looks at the fairness of the leagues. Obviously basing 

divisions based on population of the school is simply asinine. A true metric for divisional alignment would 

correlate to the social economics of the districts. I am tired or watching predominantly white, rich kids beating 

up on the poorer more ethically diverse schools. This is not about race it is simply about resources. The rich 

schools dominate the poor schools in most sports. Lets be the leaders for fairness and figure out a fair way for 

our kids to play! How about classifications based on poverty rate or free and reduced lunch?   

 It gets very expensive to pay for our children to be involved in sports and then it is an additional burden to have 

to pay to go watch them compete. I understand that the funds are required to help pay for facilities and refs but 

there needs to be a better way. The district and state tournaments are becoming so expensive that I know 

several families and students don't even go to the games because they cannot afford to do so.   

 Have more consideration for the amount of homework given and make it easier to make up missed work.   

 need more communication with students.   

 Make sure coaches know what they're doing.   

 Provide judges that do not have a conflict of interest. Particularly judges that have coached, taught or have an 

affiliation with a particular school. The events my family have attended show that the judges are biased 

especially towards the west side of the state to win. Also, it gets to be obvious when the same schools win every 



year when there are others that are just as good or better that don't win. I would like to see judges brought in 

from bordering states that have no affiliation with a WA school district. Every professional job I have had it is 

made clear that ethically you have to be aware of any conflict of interest that you have and address it by not 

participating in that given event or client. I would like to see WIAA promote this standard.   

 Continuing training for the coaching staff and develop training that the student athlete could attend.   

 More information available.   

 Less travel for post season tournaments   

 Make athletics less about winning and more about inclusion, encouragement and respect for others, building 

self esteem, personal growth. None of that happens in high school sports, especially all guys sports, which my 

sons have played for years.   

 coaches that provide positive, encouraging role models   

 Allow parents to be more involved in a sense of what goes on and not just the well know last name families!. 

Making sure the clubs aren't doing favoritism all should be equally treated same. Example if you have injured 

players on varsity teams have been on the injured list two straight years and continue to be on varsity is so not 

fair to others players that could be put on varsity and play and NOT allow the injures players to continue two 

seasons on varsity and never play the whole season because of injuries, those players should be bumped down 

to JV OR C teams to allow players to play that aren't on injury list and same players continue to be on injury list 

and yet still on varsity!! Were is there fairness there?? Just because parents are either teachers or well known 

families with money shouldn't give their child be on Varsity for the wrong reasons.   

 Help schools hire quality coaches .Move ahead on whether schools should provide sports programs, or should 

they be club sports programs.   

 Quit changing where and how state tournaments played. When my niece was a volleyball player, the playoffs 

were moved. No traditions were established. Also, the state bball has the 1st round in some random place? No 

tradition. I grew up going to UPS every year and then the tacoma dome after that. Very fond memories.   

 Hands down make it more enjoyable and fun. When kids go out for sports, they often feel like they're missing 

out on social opportunities (which they are!). When fun is incorporated, not only will they not be as apt to feel 

as they're missing out, but they will bond more as a team, and be more apt to want to continue playing. I have 

seen my children enjoy and excel at coaches that understand the concept that athletics can be competitive AND 

fun. Unfortunately they are far few and in between.   

 Provide link from school websites to WIAA; 2) Ensure rules, regulations and guidelines are clearly understood by 

staff, coaches/advisors, parents and students.   

 Continue to publish guidelines for parents - some of them make it so hard on both players and coaches.   

 Be honest!!!!! Be fair!!!!! Fire Mike Colbresse!!!! Hear your districts concerns!!!! Support your students!!!! WIAA 

is a joke!!! Restructure and start over!!!!   

 More sports available and more financially feasible   

 Retrain some coaches to be fair to players and how to communicate on all levels with students and parents.   

 Your ruling on the leagues was not fair...we all still had to travel...and you don't have the best teams 

playing...unfortunate that some of the best teams will only have one seed...you indicated it was due to travel 

time...but we still have driven to those areas many times.   

 i think you do a good job   

 consider how far the students have to travel to participate in sporting events, especially on school days when 

they are traveling very late at night and then have school/classes/exams etc the next day. need to plan these far 

away competitions for weekends or long breaks.   



 I believe we need to refocus on academics. Sports and activities are an integral part of the students educational 

process but in some cases it seems that athletics are becoming more important. Years ago, a sports program 

could not practice out of season. Nowadays it seems that they can practice all year around. In a small district like 

the one that my children are in we encourage participation in all sports. I believe that this will make for a better 

rounded person. In some cases they have to choose between one sports practice or another or attend practice 

for two different sports in the same day which limits time for school work. Again, we chose a small school so 

that our children could participate in a variety of sports and activities with the hope that they will be better 

people in their adult lives.   

 Nothing...right now I believe you do all you can.   

 I am not sure, but I do have a comment. I do not believe that Social media should be used at all for any school 

communications. It is assumes to much. We had an issue last year that excluded my daughter from a team event 

because the coach used FB to send the invite. The assumption being that all parents let their kids on FB or any 

social media or even text . The responsibility is to get all information to the students and parents, and it was 

done successfully for many generations before Social media and cell phones.   

 Make rules/regulations clear and concise. Avoid making changes each year based on individual incidents, but try 

to make more broad-based rules that cover specific incidents.   

 Inform parents of what you are doing. Are you sponsoring activities so they are available?? what do you do??   

 more choices for non contact sports   

 Make sure trained coaches (trained to provide safe conditioning and training for the sport, a quality 

player/runner experience, and information on rest and nutrition) are available at every school for every offered 

sport.   

 Hire mature coaches for middle school sports.   

 Add athletics activities to our middle schools as they are not offered right now. We have to pay private clubs in 

order for our kids to have any chance to be part of high school athletics and for them to have physical activities.   

 I believe WIAA does a good job of managing school based sports. Our issue seems a bit more localized to our 

school, in that our particular school, BHS, seems to lean heavily on the side of fairness. That's generally a good 

thing but as a parent of male athletes I see less support for athletics, and excellence in them, and more support 

around the arts, and inclusiveness at this school.   

 Put a very large emphasis on the importance of not partying/using drugs and alcohol. There are certain sports 

(soccer, football) that have reputations for using pot and alcohol, and everything possible should be done to 

discourage this. The coaches shouldn't turn blind eyes, and instead need to act as leaders in terms of 

discouraging the use of these substances.   

 Communication   

 communication from the coach / better coach   

 Make competition fair for all schools. Get rid of scholarships to private schools so public schools have a fair 

chance at getting the best competition.   

 Ensure equitable leagues for all schools. When the Caribou Trail League went from 8 schools to 4 and the WIAA 

refused to support the four remaining schools joining the SCAC many people lost total respect for the WIAA. It 

seems to many small communities that WIAAA''s decisions are based primarily on the interests of the 3A and 4A 

schools.   

 Provide guidelines for subtle bullying and negativityt... coach to athlete and athlete to athlete. Endeavor to 

promote like vs like competition. This means that the divisions may differ from sport to sport. This year, there 

was not good parity in the Seattle region for girls soccer.   



 Provide increased competition by having more than four teams in the league   

 Ensure that schedules are made ahead of time and distributed to families. Getting practice and game times at 

the last minute is very stressful and bad for the environment as we have to make extra trips.   

 make academics more of a priority   

 Listen to the concerns of the leagues and individual school districts. The Caribou League has been unfairly 

treated, with no support to the league. The WAII turned a deaf ear to their concerns.   

 Make sure all schools can and have those opportunities.   

 Keep the families informed of all information needed   

 Assist individual schools by providing web templates for organizing reporting of athletic info.   

 Keep everyone safe while competing on a level playing field.   

 Better scheduling of sporting events. Cross Country schedule that was handed out at the beginning of the year 

was not complete.   

 OUR ATHLETIC CODE IS PRETTY STRICT, AND MOST CHILDREN MAKE MISTAKES AT SOME POINT. BUT, IN OUR 

EXPERIENCES THE SCHOOL MADE "EXCEPTIONS" ACCORDING TO "WHO" THE CHILDREN WERE, NOT "WHAT" 

THE ATHLETIC CODE STATES. IT WOULD BE NICE IF THE CODE WAS MAYBE RE-WRITTEN, SO THAT "ALL 

CHILDREN" ARE PUNISHED EQUALLY.   

 Stop kids transferring from school to school for athletics. It's laughable how this is allowed to happen. The term 

student athlete needs to be taken seriously.   

 What ever happened to yellow buses providing transportation for athletes to after school sports "away games?" 

Isn't there any way to get grants??? The families/parents/teachers associations are already providing so much $ 

and volunteer time...   

 understand that weekends are often set for non school activities and try to not reschedule postponed games 

during these times   

 Have a more useful website with current scores and standings for the regular season/playoffs schedules for all 

teams. Rules for the sports and grivence procedures   

 Get rid of club sports as a club sport and offer the sport as a sanctioned school sport (i.e. lacrosse). gives the 

impression that lacrosse is a rich kid's sport   

 I have found over the past 8 years with two children participating in two sports per year, that the coaches do not 

uphold the standards and the regulations of the WIAA. They are more of a guideline than a mandate.   

 Have soccer for boys all year. Have tennis all year.   

 A two week rest period / moratorium on sport activities starting on last day of school to allow athletes to 

recuperate from school and sports.   

 Please don't send a survey like this again. It is burdensome, poorly written and likely to be of little value for 

making decisions. I appreciate that you are volunteers, doing your best, but the ranking questions and the social 

media question were awkward and invasive. I don't understand who is in your organization, what you actually 

do our why I should care. I'm answering, not for the pleasure of complaining, but to help you out. Best wishes 

with your mission, especially because I expect that it involves helping my kid out.   

 Offer more diverse athletics and activities.   

 My kids are pretty busy in the activities that interest them....so the diverse options are great. I think the district 

is doing a great job offering so many activities. We don't do sports.   

 continue to provide timely information regarding upcoming activities and schedules   

 Fees and costs are too high. The idea of a public education is not accurate. This my fourth student and so many 

fees.   



 We need more state funding so that students of all incomes can participate.   

 Monitoring at events to ensure fans are not disrespectful to the students participating in the sports   

 Especially new students need to be clear on the rules and procedures   

 Be more positive with the students. The coaches need to check on players that are hurt. All CCS cares about is 

winning football games.   

 Provide opportunity to play a sport at another school when that sport is not offered within our district.   

 Continue to insist that grades stay high in order to participate in sports.   

 Set the schedules sooner and stick to them. Changing schedules at the last minute is a nightmare!   

 Assure that each person gets to play! My daughter was on the "C" softball team last year (her very first year 

playing ball), yet they played the JV players most of the time - not giving the few C players enough time to learn! 

Not cool. The C players should have all played every C game, with JV players filling in, not the other way around. 

Should be a rule.   

 I am a parent from Sultan School District. My children are seniors now. After almost four years watching my 

children sports, games (Football, Basketball, Volleyball, Wrestling) until today still have the same feeling, seem 

like all the referee for every sports hate Sultan School. They seem like already pick aside before even the game 

started, very rare seeing the ref that makes calls fair. Is there a way that you train more fairness (I thought that 

was the referee are for) to all of your referee to be more fair, and make reasonable calls for both team. I 

personally don't want ref that taking our side, just fair and equal call for both team. So frustrated watching the 

game, specially when they play against Kings or AMHS known the best in our league and the ref still favor them 

for every calls.   

 Let me know how to communicate my concerns with you.   

 Develop state-wide rules/guidelines that parents of athletes should follow regarding behavior toward coaches, 

administrators and officials.   

 League alignments and Travel Games. Consideration of the amount of travel some teams are making during the 

week with travel times of 2+ hours.   

 Have standards and provide training for all coaches and volunteers not just the head coach. On going training on 

positive youth development.   

 Make known to parents what classes are needed to ensure potential college playing time.   

 Keep us informed.   

 High school athletic directors need to be held to a higher level of accountability.   

 offer a link for parents to rideshare the kids to and from practices. Difficult to leave work in the middle of the 

day to get him to practice, but I could always give ride home no problem.   

 We are blessed with three talented athletes that have aspirations to play at the next level. A forum or 

committee that is aware of the process, has the relationships to assist families in the recruiting process for the 

various sports. There does not seem to be a road map or best practices in existence or that we are aware of. 

Thank you.   

 Sadly, my girls are not interested but maybe some different sports outside of the usual.   

 Just keep everything fair and just for all-- seems as though the officiating is quite often not very good!!!!! Other 

than that everything is good!!!!   

 Communicate more about protocol of each sport, and the financial commitment.   

 Change the fast pitch coach, I feel she is burnt out and not fair to ALL participants.   



 Ensure sports on Conference websites are actual WIAA SPORTS and not Activities...causes confusion as to how 

many students are in WIAA sports. Realign conferences to reflect school size and funding. It is tiresome having 

one dominant team (school) every year.   

 Ensure a safe, positive environment for all students, not just the ones that excel in those categories...   

 Clearly communicate program, opportunities, expectations. For example, my student is a 1st year female 

player(JV) to golf. All emails and banquet was aimed at Varsity.   

 If sports are approved at a specific grade level (7th+ for our district) then students in 7th+ should be allowed to 

participate, even if it means working with other district schools if you don't have enough students at any given 

grade level to make a team.   

 Highlight stories of positive student athletes. Keep JV/C teams alive for kids who don't play club sports. Make 

sports scores more accessible or encourage schools to do so. You only ever hear about Football in the news. 

More attention to girls sports.   

 Monitor the access that coaches have to players during the off-season. It seems that more school coaches are 

coaching select teams outside of school and then that coach chooses his school team based on the select teams 

roster. I feel that this creates an unfair advantage to those that cannot afford the special teams with the school 

coaches outside of school sports.   

 I am pleased with the options and opportunities my children have had.   

 Make sure that school districts and coaches for the various sports are teaching and coaching their players to play 

fair and with finesse. Their are teams that play dirty and I believe that coaches are training their players to play 

that way in order to achieve the win regardless of the possible injury to another player.   

 Information on how to help them balance the demands of the athletics with their academics.   

 I think every body is focused on sports to much. We are putting to much pressure on these kids now days when 

do they have a chance to be kids or have a job or to grow. Spring football for high school is to much. The seasons 

were always fun when we were kids but you always were glad when it ended and look forward to next thing 

now it never ends. Kids are starting to get burnt out.   

 Better, and more accurate schedule’s   

 provide a method of correspondence for information or where to look for the information.....My school is good 

at this   

 Fees need to be lower   

 Keep providing competitive sports and opportunities.   

 Help smaller districts offer more sports for both boys and girls   

 Either have no rules so everybody can cheat equally or actually enforce rules.   

 Be more aware of parents involvement - parents bullying - using profanity at game   

 Ensure fair selection criteria for all kids. Having team selection based on attending practice or tryouts BEFORE 

the start of school is unfair to kids who have summer jobs. Therefore, is probably biased against kids in lower 

socio-economic families.   

 I'm not sure what the WIAA is or it's mission so I cannot tell you.   

 Provide ongoing training for coaches   

 Right now I am comfortable with what the WIAA is doing to help.   

 Stop ALL participants from bad mouthing other players. I hear it a LOT on the fields. It's bullying and the coaches 

do nothing about it. Second, games and practices ending ON TIME should be a priority. If a practice is scheduled 

to end at 5:30, it should end at 5:30, not 6 or 6:30. Parents are busy coordinating other pick ups at other 

locations and can't wait around for hours while the coaches let practices run late. Lastly, 7pm start time for 



games is fine on Friday but mid week 7pm games make the night far too late. Thursday night 7pm away games 

mean a 9:30 finish, then 10:30 or 11pm after a trip back to the school, locker room necessities, etc. Like so many 

other parents, my Friday morning starts at 5am. Six hours in between means about four hours of sleep, if I''m 

lucky. And the kids still have homework to do EVERY NIGHT! Late games are just bad all around.   

 ALL BASKETBALL STATE TOURNAMENTS 16 TEAM BRACKETS - ONE SITE.   

 Keep parents informed and provide fair and able instructors to do the job ie girls 7th grade volleyball.   

 Spend less money on football and spend money equitably on all the sports. My daughter got $8total for 2 days 

of meals at her state swim meet and $8 for 2 days district swim meets. Both were more than 90 miles away. The 

football team gets a whole lot more spent on them at all of their away games. This Is neither fair no equitable. 

Title IX means nothing when it comes to cost!   

 Giving more opportunities to the smaller school districts. To help them provide more of the opportunities that 

the larger districts do for their kids. We've considered moving our children to a larger district because there is 

not as much available both activity wise and athletic wise.   

 Offer more winter sports for boys. Change the State tournaments for boys tennis and golf to their season. Not 

having to wait until spring. NOT offer golf and tennis the same seasons since it holds the interest of similar boys 

and they cannot play both at the same time. Hold State tourney right after the season.   

 Timing of activities for working parents that need to provide transportation   

 Structure the classification process differently to make it fair and equitable. Possibly use free-reduced lunch 

percentages in the equation.   

 Add middle school soccer for girls so they don't have to find a club team.   

 Promote more training for coaches so they become better and up to speed on new coaching practices.   

 Severely penalize dirty players and ensure good sportsmanship is tantamount which will hopefully carry over to 

creating good citizens.   

 Not really sure what the WIAA does for my school. Maybe they need to be more involved with the schools and 

actually attend or announce everyone’s games, not just the TOP DOGS in our league. We have not been doing 

well athletic wise and I feel that we don’t have the same support for the WIAA, local radio stations like the TOP 

DOGS in our league and that makes me as a parent feel bad for our kids. To be fair with everyone they need to 

treat everyone the same no matter their rank, we are all part of the WIAA why not get treated the same. :(   

 Better communication   

 Each school athletic and activity group should have an information sheet (both hard and soft copies) that lists 

the goal of the group, and other information including the information about the WIAA 

involvement/resources/guidelines/etc for that group.   

 start a movement to set aside the gender equity laws that force schools to offer the SAME number of male and 

female sports team spots. Instead base the assessment across ALL activities, not just SPORTS. More girls 

CHOOSE involvement in non-sport activities. But because fewer girls opt to do sports, there are fewer MALE 

sports team options available. So a REALLY SIGNIFICANT number of male high school students are turned away 

from the high school extra-curricular activities they would want to participate in with excitement. When the 

sports team spots are not available, we loose these boys, as they do not choose the ''non-sport'' extra-curricular 

activities that accept everyone, no limits to participation. Where as sport teams are greatly limited due to the 

attempt to equalize across genders on solely athletics, instead of looking at it across ALL extra-curricular 

activities open to all students.   

 Make sure all coaches are getting First Aid/CPR training every year. And mandate the districts to yearly pay for 

coaches to get so many hours of training or education. Make sure the sports website is updated with accurate 



and updated data. Make it more like a ESPN or like so that people go their for all their WA high school sports 

news. Stop allowing so many kids to transfer schools to play for better schools. Most of these kids are getting 

recruited to make the change. It needs to stop as it's hurting the communities.   

 Keep me informed and updated on policies and opportunities.   

 N/A. Children graduated. Now a fan   

 Doing great now   

 You have got to change the way diving is scored. It is inexcusable to have high school students who know 

nothing about diving judging at all dual meets because they know nothing about the job they are doing. In 

addition, having only 3 coaches judging at Leagues is inexcusable because with only 3 no scores are thrown out. 

It is also inexcusable that Lake HS had an 11 dive meet with only 3 judges and at that meet two MR girls scored 

over 100 points more each than ever before at a meet. Come on. This is not possible and speaks volumes about 

the inequities in the sport. The way the sport is currently run is an embarrassment to WIAA. Call me for more 

details and perspective.  

 To continue to monitor individual sports and implement safety / conduct measures when necessary.   

 They are doing just fine.   

 Be fair and balanced in dividing up the leagues.   

 Provide our district with a league where there isn't late weeknight travel - getting home at 10/11 pm on school 

nights is not ok.   

 Re-evaluate our athletic league, or the lack thereof.   

 Remove parents who exhibit unsportsmanlike behavior at WIAA state events   

 Continue to insure schools are set in their proper ranking, to insure fare competition. Continue to promote 

safety for all contact sports. Continue to educate coaches of all sports, so that they are equipped with the latest 

and best information available.   

 Support the administrators of the schools.   

 stop being spineless and start doing something about the recruiting that is going on in sports to tilt the balance 

of play. It's horrendous and you guys need to do something about it today. That should be your number one 

focus. Your organization is allowing this to happen and is turning a blind eye towards it. Quite honestly, it's 

shameful and teaches the kids the WRONG thing about athletics. Most parents feel this way (unless they are at a 

school that does recruit) and it is completely unfair. We all wonder what you guys do...it certainly isn't about 

playing with the players in your school zone, it's about getting kids in from different counties, states and from 

other schools in your district if they can win. I feel bad for the regular kids in those schools who don't have a 

chance to play because they've been recruited over. Your inaction is completely shameful.   

 Get quality coaching !!   

 Nothing more. My children are able to participate as they desire and $$ is not an issue for our family for sports 

related costs.   

 I can't think of anything more they could do.   

 Introduce archery as a lifetime sport.   

 It is very frustrating the lack of communication from the school to the parents. I sport starts and there's nothing 

sent home about which days of the week or what they should bring or anything. Nice yet to even see a game 

schedule. Same goes for activities, my child is in Math is Cool and I find out this past Thursday that the 

competition is the following Friday, now you can't tell me the school just figured that date out. I am a single 

mom who has to work to supply everything for my child and - one week notice to change my schedule to be 

there to support my child is ridiculous.   



 Notification of events coming up. Sign up times and such. Pretty much what has been happening already.   

 continue to support and communicate with our coaches and administrators. thank you.   

 Think it is all good   

 certified athletic trainers with all sports, teaching on sports health, injury prevention, concussion identification 

beyone a flyer.   

 Encourage all districts to remove their pay to play   

 Provide authoritative information about the sport (Wrestling). Rules changes, weights, competition 

opportunities, etc. Often the only decent info I can find online is published by coaches or clubs.   

 To keep the website up to date, provide more info to the local school districts that they can pass on through the 

local school's web pages. Also using social media as a way of getting information to the general public.   

 Make it mandatory that all districts have a turf field that is safe all year for athletes to use.   

 I think the WIAA failed miserably when they let the Caribou Trail League fall apart and didn't help the 4 

remaining schools find a league to compete in. I have no faith that the WIAA care about student athletes 

experiences. Taking away the A and B state basketball tournements is another great example of not caring for 

the student athletes experience.   

 It is difficult to for high schools to communicate with the parents. It would be nice to have approval to use email 

lists to get information out to families. Also, the fees should be reduced for sports/activities so that more 

students can be involved, if they desire.   

 Encourage Excellence in Leadership!   

 Provide clear rules/guidelines (handouts or direct to website) of what to expect during season to coaches, 

parents, players, and students: Tryouts-coaches and participants Season-coaches and participants In other 

words, what is allowed, not allowed (fair) for tryouts (how often to be there, who can tryout, can tryout after 

week of tryouts(?), etc. Season: Is it mandatory to make post practice team bonding activities (at an individual's 

home) or play time is reduced at next game (announced at beginning of season during parent meeting once 

teams are announced instead of after the event happens and found out before the games were to start (took 

place on a Friday-bonding; found out Monday-couldn't play first game for not attending). Sitting a player out b/c 

they didn't bring their "secret teammate" gift for last home game. Sat out 2 of the 3 games. Expectations of 

WIAA rules for coaches, players, and parents need to be given upfront at the tryouts so that everyone is on the 

same page, not learn as the season progresses.   

 Regularly provide updates and information on schedules and special opportunities (like sports camps, clinics, 

etc)to parents via email, social media or flyers at school.   

 it would be nice to offer coaching assistance to areas that need help - i.e. Boys golf @ TJ did not have an 

assistant coach and they could really use someone to help.   

 Research the coaches that are coaching at the high schools and make sure they are doing their jobs and being 

fair. Some coaches are recruiting at the high schools and also are ignoring if their athletes have inappropriate 

things on their facebook/twitter/instagram etc because they don't want to lose their "stars". The A.D. also don't 

want to make any of this an issue because they don't want their schools to get on the "hot" seat I feel as a 

parent. If the WIAA would start to investigate the Mead schools Volleyball programs I think there would be 

some ineligible girls and some coaches would be in trouble as well.   

 Ensure that kids at my school are not playing against schools whose enrollment is excessively large.   

 Reduce costs to attend events! It is literally cheaper to attend a College game vice a HS game. Relook the high 

end / low end of a level/category - i.e. 2A, 3A, 4A... the school population between top 4A and bottom 4A is too 

big of a gap. Look at other states - California, as a prime example on how to shape.   



 Allow more sports for 6th graders. Currently only allowed to participate in one this year.   

 Provide coaches experienced and properly educated in teaching all aspects of competitive sports and activities 

(both physical and mental requirements) in a positive, mental strenghtening, safe environment.   

 No pay to play fees   

 Provide for all sports and activities equally.   

 The schools that compete in a league are confusing. Who is in 2A-3A-4A does not necessarily match up with 

school districts. Not that schools should adjust boundaries to have schools in the same district be in the same 

league. Oregon has tried to reorganize their leagues to districts and that has not gone well for some schools. I 

just wish I knew more how the leagues are determined.   

 Assure that coaches are not only qualified to coach but also have education credentials.   

 Please lower the price for participation and, more importantly, lower the price for attending athletic events for 

friends and family members. The price of admission prevents friends and family from attending more than one 

or two times per season. Think about creating a "parent pack" that allows parents a discount on ticket prices. 

We already pay so much to just allow our kids to play. It should not break the bank to get to watch them too.   

 Have requirements that parents/adults have to meet/qualify to be a coaches. More conditioning, better 

communication with patents eg. If kids will bee back later than scheduled from away games.   

 Nothing. It's all been good.   

 Just to make sure that if kids are playing on more than one team (JV and varsity) that there aren''t other children 

that could be used a little bit better, to give others a chance to have more play time too, not just the good ones. 

How else are the others supposed to gain more experience?   

 Ensure coaches have fair processes to ensure all students are included   

 I guess know who WIAA is and what they do would be important. Just hearing about the Committee now is not 

getting the word out as to what your committee does or who you are.   

 Participation at the middle school level   

 Have coachesTreat all players fairly. Tougher penalties for drug and alcohol use.   

 Add more activities for 6th graders.   

 Our middle school does not offer fastpitch as some other area schools do. We would like the opportunity to try 

out for the high school team but are precluded because of size. (?). Can't see why it would hurt to let our 8th 

grader have the same chance to play as other girls her age who she would likely compete against in later years.   

 More participation from athletic director, coaches   

 Keep informed through email   

 Make coaches have more training on how to treat students. Coaches seem to think they are better than 

everyone else and can mistreat students without any consequences   

 offer a wider variety of winter sports. I worry about how to keep him out of trouble since he does not like 

swimming, wrestling, or basketball. make sure each team communicates with parents frequently and using the 

same method that is easy for the parent to access. Example: football uses both email and sports Facebook page, 

but it was hard to get connected the first year. Track does not use anything I can find. Neither did soccer.   

 Make Ultimate a school-sponsored sport (rather than a club sport)   

 Distribute information proactively, rather than my having to search for it.   

 PROMOTE ALL SPORT/ATHLETIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE ENTIRE STATE FOR ALL STUDENT ATHLETES   

 wiaa policies need to be updated to current situations / change playoff system.... winner of conference should 

get automatic bid to state / rest of the conference goes into playoff system to earn the second or third seed for 

state.   



 Bring back the 16 team state basketball format.   

 Make sure that activities stop getting cancelled! What happened to community building events, like dances, 

Halloween festivals, bake sales, fundraisers (that don't involve my kids knocking on the doors of random 

strangers)? School doesn't seem to be the central community gathering place I remember from my youth.   

 The financial burden for sports has limited us in sports activities.   

 Support the parents, listen to them and the students. Don't feel the school does this sometimes they treat the 

parents as if they are the students as well.   

 Help them with their grades.   

 don't forget the small schools just because we don't make it to districts regionals or state doesn't mean our 

players don't deserve a second look to improving   

 Give more money to the smaller schools so that they can fund athletic opportunities.   

 Information provided before "seasons" begin, in order to determine child's ability to commit to participate, as 

well as for planning for the practice and game/match schedule.   

 Safety, fairness and respect.   

 While cost does influence many things, please remember that most parents would work with schools specifically 

in post season situations. Limiting the number of athletes or teams that participate in post season hurts rather 

than helps. As a parent and coach I am always finding others to help but I am always able to find the numbers 

that I need. We are here for our children and want to have as many as possible be involved as long as possible 

through the season. Thank you.   

 None. My child competes in gymnastics, and this sport was removed from our district.   

 My daughter is as accomplished athlete, but is only participating in one sport at her Highschool, basketball. She 

would participate in soccer if the school employed a higher quality coach. The current coach is not a teacher and 

there is no reason why this under qualified person is still coaching. Even after many years of complaints by 

parents and players. With in the Soccer community a High level coach could be brought in and the program 

would go from not getting enough players at tryouts - to an over whelming amount. It is sad since I beleive in a 

the intangibles my daughter could be gaining by playing mulitple sports. But due to the lack of quality in the 

program - and fear of injury due to improper coaching - she will not play - and thus have this opportunity taken 

away from her. It is hard to learn the important lessons WIAA is trying to promote, when politics get in the way - 

and that is the life lesson taught.   

 Required training for coaches & AD regarding HIB & follow up to ensure completion   

 Support good communication between coaches/schools and families with respect to sports schedules, events 

(e.g. parent meetings) and requirements (e.g. items to be purchased).   

 Have a WIAA representative be in attendance at one of the three parent sports meetings for Q&A.   

 Being fair to the league you participate in when it comes to the playoff System. It seems that the WIAA is 

worried about the location where the event is going to be played at to make more money.   

 Post activity transportation   

 Fundraising ideas and support, news reports in the local papers would be nice   

 There should be more penalties for unsportman conduct and a stronger presence of authority throughout the 

stands to keep fans in line.   

 Probably nothing; my high school age student is not athletic (she enjoys art and music-based activities). My 

other two children are elementary aged, not involved in sports at this time.   

 Provide excellent coaches that expect excellence.   

 There could be a broader range of accessible after school activities for middle schoolers   



 hmm, transportation is the biggest barrier   

 Nathan Hale does an awesome job. Maybe expand the variety of "sports" to enable less athletically inclined kids 

to participate (one of mine), like pickle ball or kick ball. (BTW, the question ranking the values by number didn't 

work for me. I rank all the values as Number #1)   

 They are doing a great job at Nathan Hale!!   

 I cannot articulate WIAA''s expectations regarding my daughters activities. Communication about the roles of 

advisors/coaches, parents, and students would be helpful.   

 Oversee the Athletic programs of our school to ensure that the Athletic director and coaches use good judgment 

and provide a positive environment to students.   

 That would require a more detailed and thought out response, which I do not have time for.   

 Pay coaches MORE. It is a true insult what they get paid compared to the impact they make on the students 

lives. Pay coaches more and you get better quality coaches.   

 Better and up to date information   

 Add activities/sports like fencing. Give H.S. credit for outside sports like scuba certification.   

 So far, so good at our school. I'm happy with his ability to participate, even though he has a 504 with some 

physical limitations, he feels a full member of the team and activities.   

 be more clear or provide more information on what student athletes need to do to be eligible for college 

recruiting like which clearinghouses they need to register with.   

 Make sure parents have a way to give feedback on coaches/programs.   

 be more diligent about coaching hires and staff retention.   

 I am seeing a trend in some high school sports, where rewards are given to those who can afford to go to 

outside programs such as legion baseball. Good kids who can't afford these programs sit on the bench. Lets keep 

pay to play out of our high school sports programs.   

 Have more weekend events and fewer school night events   

 The program is very efficient.   

 School sports seem to be an elitist club.   

 Provide better information on what activities are available and who to contact if there are questions.   

 Not sure how answer this, but I want to say that my opinion of the wiaa is that you may manage the larger 

schools well but have been out of touch with the small schools and are destroying these by too many 

classifications, shrinking the true state tourneys, and ruining leagues which have been around for decades. This 

note will fall upon deaf ears just as most of our voices lately. The final word would also be that you don't seem 

concerned about getting the best competition at the tourney either, or you would get these districts together 

and make them compete for state births. Not impressed with the job you are doing right now for the money you 

make. Sorry I''m not more positive. Better days ahead?   

 Provide funding for athletic fees, supplies and equipment and provide late busses home for students after 

practice.   

 Re-evaluate the process for which schools are placed in their respective allocations. It seems to me that many 

teams come playoff time are traveling long distances and some of those times are during the school week which 

puts a damper on classwork the following day.   

 I would ask you to consider more balance for students so that WIAA rules, competition times, etc. don't create 

so many conflicts with school work.   

 Oversee the ADs at all the schools to make sure they are operating within principles listed here.   

o Keep ticket prices in check. 2. Make sure playoff information is correct and up to date.   



 Convince the Yakima School District to provide equitable facilities for the arts at A. C. Davis High School.   

 The WIAA has failed in both policy and practice relative to transfer rules. Anyone close to athletics sees the 

abuse. Students should not be allowed to transfer out of their home school area for athletic purposes.   

 More direct support to the student themselves. Great job or Hey we saw what you did messages would be an 

awesome accomplishment. The non-star players need to feel they are part of the team as well.   

 Help with the cost   

 Reduce the added cost.   

 Keep academic standards high   

 Ensure that schools are equipped to participate in sports. For example a schedule is made for the season, school 

backs out due to the inability to participate. Then the team is lacking competition.   

 In regards to sport activities. If one school is far superior to the other school in division then they should move 

up regardless of school headcount.   

 Support the schools   

 Make sure season and post season schedules are accurate.   

 Have schedules posted and verified in a timely manner. Keep things easy to understand. Open line of 

communication for parents   

 Hold coaches accountable for their actions. I coach should be expected to be honest and also abide by a code of 

conduct. A HS coach should set a positive tone for the athletes. One of the very minimum requirements for a HS 

coach is they should know how to communicate.   

 If is something you can do to make athletics more affordable.   

 Rework the schools that Cascade competes against for High School Girls Volleyball. The travel time is brutal and 

takes away from academic studies and sleep patterns.   

 Accountability on all parts...Coaches, staff, kids. The most important thing should be about training and teaching 

these kids to be leaders in their community and being role models for these kids. Sometimes it seems its all 

about winning. In the end, what truly matters is people's character. I would like to see more accountability.   

 Provide meaningful and unique opportunities for positive experiences for students.   

 Encourage parents to set a positive example as spectators. Cheering for, not against. Recognizing that ALL 

students are putting forth best effort, regardless of team   

 Make them more affordable! By the time we pay tuition, all the extra costs, all the uniform needs, and finally for 

the sport it's self, the cost is very hard to manage.   

 Continue to reward for good grades.   

 Not familiar with WIAA enough to know what to recommend. Just remember the school's heritage and core 

values and do not make them stray from these.   

 nothing   

 Make sure that the athletic director hires the best quality coaches for the sports!! If not the athletic director 

should be replaced. People and athletes want to WIN. We should all want to be competive as the next. Not have 

one school in our area dominant the rest!! That's not fun for anyone!! Also stop letting kids transfer to different 

schools for sports. If they want to play at a certain school there family should have to literally move to a new 

home in that district, within whatever school it should be!!   

 Reach out to parents more. Better communication. Equal opportunity for student to participate. Homework 

group after school before practice.   

 Have a higher standard for grades   



 By improving the selection process of your officials, to include a more thorough background check and character 

references. To ensure our children are surrounded by quality people.   

 I mentioned it already but I would like to see WIAA events affordable for families. It is far too expensive for a 

family of 5 on a fixed income to attend the events.   

 Place equal importance on girls sports; move away from the football mentality   

 Balance games....last softball season my daughter had 7 games in 5 days. This is hard with schoolwork and it was 

also the week of APRIL trsting. It was an awful experience.   

 Independent funding; minimize individual fees.   

 Don't assume my son is getting info to me.   

 Stop favoritism. Alternate sides of the state to host State Championships. Enforce the same rules on all 

programs please!   

 Make sure that the coaches that are hired are ethical, positive people of character that fulfill all of values that 

we were asked to rank.   

 Start with getting a new AD for Bellingham High School...then clean up the coaching staff. There is no school 

pride anymore as there once was. It starts from the top....   

 Unfortunately a lot of sports allow coaches to cut some athletes who would play if given the opportunity. Don't 

know how to address but not being the tallest, the biggest, etc eliminates some kids from ever participating and 

being part of a sport they would like to play.   

 Lower fees   

 Darrington needs more diversity among their sports - would be nice to have alternatives to team sports (track, 

for example)   

 To have more communication between coaches for students choosing to participate in more than one sport, 

especially during summer workout programs and camps.   

 I would like to see water polo offered!   

 Honestly I've not used it so I couldn't tell you.   

 Do away with coaches predetermining teams before tryouts   

 Keep the website more current. It seems to take a long time to see who is involved in playoffs games at times, 

and results could be posted as teams/individuals are walking away from the competition.   

 Make sure the code of conduct is followed by ALL students, not just some!!!   

 Add Lacrosse as a WIAA sport. Lacrosse is the football/hockey of Spring sports and it's time for WIAA to 

recognize this sport.   

 Raise the gpa just a bit to make sure students are working just as hard in their school work as they are in their 

sport.   

 State Championship lasted way too long into the night. I think it would be better to add another day and split it 

up between the divisions (2A, 3A, 4A)   

 Support the schools and coaches with resources, training, and ethical and fair guidelines.   

 It seems like students are feeling like they can't try out for sports unless they feel like they are "select" 

experience or expense.   

 Keep the website current with the schedules for the future seasons as they are known   

 reconsider how you grant hardship waivers to students who transfer between private schools for reasons that 

your agents admittedly do not understand   

 Foster more receptive and open dialog between parents and school administration/athletic department.   



 I wonder if the cost of sports/activities is prohibitive for some families to participate. (Side note: please use an 

editor on this future surveys - there are several misspellings or words omitted that reinforces the unfortunate 

stereotype that sports come at the cost of education.)   

 Allow students to be on teams at schools where they do not attend if their high school doesn't offer it....i.e. 

water polo only at Newport and Bellevue HS.   

 Allow them to play multiple sports during the same season.   

 I'm very pleased. My only concern is the good reputation of our school being tarnished when students use poor 

judgement against opposing teams such as "F Tumwater" (meaning THS) on signs, etc. It feeds other schools to 

talk negatively about BHHS which is unwarranted because it is a wonderful school!!   

 Referees need to be more uniform in their calls.   

 Show fair judjement at state competitions. There seems to be a bias among the juedges at this competition 

(specifically towards the West side of Washington). I would ask that you apply the same rules as written fairly to 

all participants. This is coming from a parent who has attended five years of state competitions. There is nothing 

worse than to do your best only to find that the judges veiw your routine different from the Judges regional 

competitions. While I can't speak for others, I have heard express the same concerns. Thanks for your time.   

 I would be nice if you had a web page that reported scores and standings. All of the commercial sites have rather 

sporadic reporting so the standings are often inaccurate.   

 Be more fair about it. It isn't all about winning. Its team work, but only the best players and the favorites get to 

play, because for the schools it is all about winning.   

 In a more timely manner ensure that rules, expectations, calendars, etc. are rolled out to families; especially 

families new to the school. Support the school’s athletic directors and programs on how to best communicate 

WIAA resources, guidelines and expectations.   

 an activities bus, as we live very far out   

 Unfortunately teams are often still decided by who's dad is friends with the coach or works at the school. The 

best athlete may not make varsity but the dad who has been a teacher for years and decides to coach the year 

his son gets to high school will definitely make varsity. You expect that in little league not on a high school team. 

Some kids just give up and don't play because they are never given a fair shot. Especially in towns where 

everyone grew up there   

 Provide a stronger middle school athletic experience. The seasons are way to short.   

 Not sure... This is our first year in high school   

 Add Lacrosse as a boys and girls sport in this state.   

 The website needs to be improved. For fans the information is difficult to acquire. For activities there is little to 

no information on the website.   

 Fair and unbiased coaches.   

 Help me understand who WIAA is and what the goals are. I have never heard of them before.   

 Recognize the sport of water polo officially for high school competition so teams don't have to be run as 

independent private clubs.   

 More information to our athletic director who can then get it to parents   

 Continue to resurch safety improvements for all sports.   

 Betet job on E.mails   

 I wanted my kid to do two sports; football and cross country in the same season. For some reason that isn't 

allowed. Why not? He loves football but mostly plays 2nd team and JV. He is also the best distance runner in the 



school. He is forced to choose when he could easily do both. He is also a 4.0 student so we are not worried 

about any academic impact.   

 Continue to practice integrity and sportsmanship.   

 Promoting the fact that all WIAA are not necessarily sports. Promoting participation over winning.   

 Ensure staff is qualified and experienced in the sport they are coaching.   

 I don’t know if this is part of WIAA''s purview but having an option for a discounted annual pass to get into 

games. It gets really expensive to pay to play and attend multiple seasons and multiple children sports activities.   

 more feedback to coaches   

 Post relevant information quickly regarding tournament play--district, state, etc. Thank you.   

 Get the word out about when the activities start. As a parent of a freshman we missed some sports because 

they started in the summer and we didn’t know how to sign up or when to sign up. Once school started it was a 

little easier, but even the communication about when wrestling is starting was only told to my child (who is 14 

and forgets to tell us.) Apparently this starts Monday 11/17 and we still have no formal communication 11/16!   

 Make more of an effort to end bullying within sports programs. There should be a "no tolerance" policy for it.   

 I am ill-equipped to answer this question, as I did not even know of the WIAA prior to receiving the email about 

this survey. -pass   

 Provide clear consistent expectations for sportsmanship, safety, and officiating.   

 Have good leadership and role models. Promote teamwork   

 More communications with coaches to parents   

 Do not be so focused on "every child participating" that you water down the effects of earning your spot on a 

team and the pride that comes with achieving something difficult.   

 Let the best players in middle school play on a varsity team whether or not they are in 7th or 8th grade. Just like 

high school.   

 The WIAA could set up a policy to be adopted by school athletic programs that states if a student is injured 

during practice or a game, an immediate contact is made with parents.   

 Add more sports options   

 Continue to provide a safe environment when they can build relationships.   

 Provide more information on schedule of events/activities and where to find information about 

sport/events/activities supported by WIAA.   

 Doing a great job!   

 Make sure coaches have objective guidelines for tryouts and that they stick to these in selecting players instead 

of just picking the kids whose parents they know or want to know better. Cut out politics and favoritism and 

select kids based on their skills not on their connections!!!   

 Make lacrosse a school-based sport instead of a club sport.   


