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  WASHINGTON INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION 

WIAA Executive Board Conference Call 
February 25, 2014  |  WIAA OFFICE 

 
 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
President Ken Lindgren (District 9), Vice President Wendy Malich (Region B), Harlan Kredit (District 1), Ed Ploof 
(District 3), Tim Graham (District 4), Rich Rouleau (District 5), Mike Ottis (District 6), Joe Feist (District 7), Eric 
McCurdy, (Region A), Pam Veltri (Region C), and Leta Meyer (At-large). 
 
WIAA STAFF PRESENT 
Mike Colbrese, Executive Director; Cindy Adsit, Andy Barnes, John Miller, and Brian Smith Assistant Executive 
Directors; Conor Laffey, Sports and Information Director; and John Olson, legal counsel. 
 
REPRESENTATIVES FOR RAINIER BEACH HIGH SCHOOL 
Dwane Chappelle, Principal, and Tim Bursey, Athletic Director. 
 
The conference call was called to order by President Ken Lindgren at 1:03 p.m. 
 
REQUEST FOR RAINIER BEACH TO PARTICIPATE IN A NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 
On behalf of Rainier Beach High School, Dwane Chappell requested the Board waive three WIAA handbook rules in 
order for the Rainier Beach boys’ basketball team to be considered to participate in the Dick’s Sporting Goods High 
School National Invitational Basketball championship taking place at Madison Square Garden in New York City.  
The three-day tournament is scheduled for April 3-5, 2014, and only eight teams have been invited to participate. 
The tournament typically involves eight boys’ teams and four girls’ teams that have been ranked within the top ten 
high school teams by USA Today, and Rainier Beach would need to remain undefeated through the conclusion of 
the state championships in order to be considered.  In order for a Rainier Beach High School to participate, three 
WIAA handbook rules would need to be waived: 
 
 17.5.0 Out-of-season rules involving the school and its coaches.  With eight seniors on the 

postseason roster of twelve, Mr. Chappelle believes that there no advantage would be 
gained for the 2014-15 season by the players participating in three games in April. 

 
 17.14.0 Authorized contests (other schools that have participated in this event in previous years 

are not members of their respective state associations.)  While some of the other invited 
teams are not members of their respective State Associations, those same State 
Associations have granted approval for member schools to compete against those 
schools. 

 
 52.1.0 High school basketball season limitations.  While there is a regular season limit of 20 

basketball games, there is no postseason limit.  Since this invitational tournament is not 
being held during the regular season, Mr. Chappelle felt it was not necessary to request 
additional games be allowed. 

 
Mr. Colbrese added that he has had several conversations with the promoter of this event since the Board initially 
reviewed the request.  The first correspondence was generic in nature, with no specific school indicated.  The 
Board did not support any WIAA handbook rule waivers submitted by the promoter, but does consider requests 
made by member schools.  He added that, with different out-of-season rules, the Utah Association would allow its 
member schools to participate, and the Florida Association has granted a waiver in order for its member schools to 
participate as well. 
 



 WIAA Executive Board Conference Call  |  February 25, 2014  |  WIAA Office  |  Renton, WA Page 2 

Washington Interscholastic Activities Association  |  435 Main Ave S  |  Renton, WA 98057  |  (425) 687-8585  |  Fax (425) 687-9476  |  wiaa.com 

Mr. Bursey added that the promoter has guaranteed that all student athletes involved in the tournament will meet 
the eligibility rules of their respective State Associations, and that, if allowed to compete, Rainier Beach would not 
be paired with schools that did not meet all criteria. 
 
Mr. Chappelle  also summarized a letter provided by Seattle Superintendent Jose Banda, who supports Rainier 
Beach High School being allowed to participate in this event.  While there are national events in music, debate and 
drama, there is limited postseason participation available for all sports.  He considers this invitation as a critical 
piece of academic preparation for these students and believes that, not only Rainier Beach students, but all high 
school students in Washington, will be affected by this event 
 
Mr. Colbrese shared that he, Brian Smith, Dwane Chappelle, Tim Bursey, and Eric McCurdy met with a Rainier 
Beach High School parent representative and a Seattle School Board Member to outline to them the waiver appeal 
process.  Despite that meeting, litigation had been filed by some parents on behalf of Rainier Beach students prior 
to the conference call meeting. 
 

● Veltri/Ploof moved to approve the request for waivers of 17.5.0, 17.14.0 and 52.1.0 by Rainier Beach High 
School. MOTION APPROVED.  The following stipulations were added: 
 - The roster would be limited to the current twelve varsity players 
 - No outside scrimmages would be allowed 
 - A maximum of ten practices could be held following the conclusion of the state tournament 

until the tournament is held 
 - WIAA eligibility rules apply 

 
The promoter offers $2,500 to any state willing to allow one its schools to participate and $7,500 if the school 
eventually competes in the event.  The Board determined that any monies received would be donated to an 
educational organization such as InvestEd. 
 
The staff was directed to develop a committee to develop parameters and standards for review involving national 
events. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Ken Lindgren thanked the Board for their involvement and adjourned the meeting at 2:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


