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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
President Wendy Malich (Region B), Vice President Mike Ottis (District 6), Jim Piccolo for Harlan Kredit 
(District 1), Pat McCarthy (District 2), Tim Thomsen (District 3), Mick Hoffman (District 4), Rich Rouleau 
(District 5), Greg Whitmore (District 7), Lori Wyborney (District 8), Ken Lindgren (District 9), Eric 
McCurdy (Region A),  Pam Veltri (Region C) and Leta Meyer (At Large.) 
 
HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS 
Dave Tikker (WSSAAA), Ross Hjelseth (WFIS), Kevin Paustian (Fine Arts), Mike Nerland (WASA), Chris 
Niewenhaus (WASA), Ed Laulainen (WSCA), and Herb Rotchford (District Directors). 
 
WIAA STAFF 
Mike Colbrese, Executive Director; Cindy Adsit, Andy Barnes, John Miller, and Brian Smith, Assistant 
Executive Directors; Katie Davis, Administrative Assistant to the Executive Director; and Leah Francis, 
Director of Finance and Operations.   
 
EXECUTIVE BOARD WORK SESSION 
The Board held a work session to review the year and evaluate its 2014-15 Board goals, to anticipate 
challenges for 2015-16, to plan goals for 2015-16, and to discuss the status of the superintendent’s 
committee to review the State Basketball Tournament Format.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
WIAA Executive Board President Wendy Malich convened the Executive Board meeting at 10:00 AM on 
Sunday, June 7, 2015.  Vice President Mike Ottis led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance. The meeting 
resumed at 8:30 AM on Monday, June 8, 2015.   
 
District Reports 
Each Board member gave a summary report of recent activities or issues within his/her respective 
district.   
 
District 1 
Jim Piccolo reported that the last district meeting is still forthcoming; district finances are sound;  a core 
group of athletic directors will serve as trainers of the Leadership Training Institute (LTI) courses on their 
way to earn their CAA;  there will be nine new athletic directors this coming year;  a middle school 
workshop will be held through WSSAAA; and  a free four (4) hour coaches workshop will be held in 
Stanwood for coaches in districts 1 and 2. 
 
District 2 
Pat McCarthy reported that leagues are participating in their annual retreats; Metro and Kingco will be 
utilizing WPAN beginning with the 2015-16 school year;  the district syllabus (school information 
packets) will be standardized; schools are working with the officials associations in developing 
parameters/suggestions regarding respecting the game; and the District Directors were evaluated. 
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District 3 
Tim Thomsen reported  that  the last meeting is upcoming; venues and dates for district qualifying 
events will be reviewed; with revenue relatively the same, but climbing expenses, budget strategy will 
be discussed; and a middle level workshop for schools in districts 3 and 4, which will also include a 
coaches portion, will be held on September 12. 
 
District 4 
Mick Hoffman reported that much time was spent on a rules violation appeal; finances are being 
reviewed; all leagues will be utilizing the WPAN; retreat is forthcoming in August; many board positions 
will need to be filled; and the Vancouver coaches institute will be on August 17. 
 
District 5 
Rich Rouleau reported that the last meeting is forthcoming; the finance committee has met; the final 
winter tournament report was presented; revenue is consistent with last year; and each league will fill 
out an evaluation of the district director. 
 
District 6 
Mike Ottis reported that spring district tournaments were reviewed, including potential future sites to 
be utilized; passed amendments were discussed; expressed appreciation to Bruce Campbell for all his 
work with the district and welcomed Dan White as new director. 
 
District 7 
Greg Whitmore reported that the spring district tournaments were analyzed; the passed amendments 
were reviewed;  the football coaches certification and Heads Up football were discussed; and a 
representative for the American Cancer Society shared some information about the Coaches vs Cancer 
games. 
 
District 8 
Lori Wyborney reported that amendments were discussed; ticket prices will be raised (to $7 and $5) and 
TicketsWest will be utilized; and a representative for the American Cancer Society shared some 
information about the Coaches vs Cancer games. 
 
District 9 
Ken Lindgren reported that spring tournaments were reviewed; amendments were discussed; Columbia 
Burbank High School reached out to the league for potential membership based upon an anticipated 
classification change; and, based upon the impact on the league of a Board decision, the final meeting 
was postponed until after the WIAA Executive Board meeting . 
 
AUDIENCE 
DISTRICT DIRECTORS 
Bruce Campbell, chair of the District Directors, summarized the work of the District Directors through 
three separate meetings in developing a mission statement and belief statements that they agreed by 
which to work.  Herb Rotchford added that while the nine districts may represent students in situations 
that are unique to a specific geographical area, the goal of the process was to develop the means by 
which the district directors would work together and with the WIAA organization as a whole.  The basic 
agreements also provide for a means to discuss and evaluate annually the workings of the districts.   
Bruce added that each of the nine district boards has endorsed the process, the mission statement and 
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the belief statements.  In honor of the impending retirement of Bruce Campbell as the District 6 Director, 
Mike Ottis presented a recognition plaque  to Bruce for his years of service on both the WIAA Executive 
Board and District Directors and serving as president of both organizations. 
 
AUDIENCE 
Inglemoor High School representatives Lance Gatter, athletic director, and Vicki Sherwood, principal   
Mike Colbrese reported on the two violations by Inglemoor High School of exceeding the girls basketball 
roster limit and WIAA handbook rule 18.3.0 at the regional and state level.  The postseason roster limit 
for basketball is twelve (12).  WIAA handbook rule 18.3.0 specifies that only players who are currently 
eligible to participate in an activity may appear in the team uniform on the team bench.   
 
Lance Gatter summarized the situation and processes put in place by Inglemoor High School when the 
roster limit was exceeded during the regional girls basketball game.  Inglemoor High School appealed 
the game forfeiture due to the limited impact of the thirteenth player in the game.  This request was 
upheld during the conference call convened by the WIAA Executive Board on March 4, 2015.  The coach 
was advised at that time of suggested procedures to implement through the upcoming state 
tournament.  Following the second violation that occurred in the championship game during the state 
tournament, the coach was not rehired.   
 

● Wyborney/Thomsen moved to fine the school an additional $1500 which would be designated 
for the training of coaches and oversight of the athletic program, that the school be placed on 
probation for two years, and that an additional four (4) games suspension be levied against the 
coach (in addition to the two games previously sanctioned), which will follow him during future 
employment as a school coach in Washington.  MOTION PASSED.  NOTE:  Eric McCurdy and Pat 
McCarthy abstained from voting. 
 

AUDIENCE 
Camas School District Superintendent  Mike Nerland 
Based upon a request from the District IV board for the WIAA Executive Board to interpret WIAA 
handbook rule 27.0.0 and to review a decision made by the District Directors Appeals Board, on June 4, 
2015, Mike Nerland provided a summary of the discussion and action taken by the District Directors 
Appeals Board when they met at the request of Camas High School to review action taken by the District 
IV board following an alleged recruiting violation.   Leta Meyer then shared the discussion and action of 
the Greater St Helens League and District IV board in reviewing and assessing sanctions against Camas 
High School for its self reporting of WIAA handbook rule 27.0.0 (Recruiting.)  The WIAA Executive Board 
determined that the spirit of WIAA handbook rule 27.0.0 had been violated by the Camas coach in not 
following appropriate communication protocol regarding contact with a student from another school.  
The staff was directed to continue to develop clear language and interpretations of WIAA handbook rule 
27.0.0. 
 

● Veltri/Whitmore moved that the athletic program at Camas High School be placed on a one 
year probation, that the coaching staff and athletic director must receive training from the WIAA 
staff in WIAA rules regarding student eligibility and its various processes, and that the school be 
monitored periodically by the WIAA staff during the 2015-16 school year.   MOTION PASSED.  
NOTE:  Mick Hoffman, Leta Meyer and Jim Piccolo abstained from voting. 
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AUDIENCE 
Mike and Jan Burton  
Mike Burton expressed his appreciation to the Board for their ongoing support through many years of 
his involvement as a debate coach at Auburn and Eastside Catholic High Schools and a long time football 
official who is still involved in the training of football officials.    Mike Colbrese shared that Mike Burton 
will be inducted into the NFHS Hall of Fame during the NFHS summer meeting in New Orleans.    
 
CONSENSUS ISSUES 
 
Mike Colbrese presented the agenda and consensus items. 
 

● Lindgren/Rouleau moved to approve the agenda and the consensus items. MOTION PASSED. 
 
 
AFFILIATE GROUP REPORTS 
 
STATE PRINCIPALS ASSOCIATION (AWSP) - HIGH SCHOOL 
Chris Woods shared that there has been much discussion about the process utilized to evaluate 
principals; that the type and number of assessments for graduation and the state budget is still being 
determined by the legislature; that he will become the new executive director of student learning with 
the Olympia School District and that this would be his final meeting; and that he recognized and would 
continue to promote that involvement and knowledge of athletic issues is critical for school 
administrators. 
 
STATE SCHOOL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION (WSSDA) 
Chris Niewenhaus shared that assessments are still being finalized by the state legislature; that the 
summer conference in Yakima will include Mike Colbrese; and that equity policies are being reviewed. 
 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS (WASA) 
Mike Nerland reported that  school budgets cannot be finalized until the state budget is set; that the 
superintendent’s advisory committee met in May where amendments, the request for Saturday Sabbath 
accommodations, and the superintendent’s committee to review the state basketball tournament 
format were discussed; and that the WASA summer conference will be held later in June. 
 
WASHINGTON SECONDARY SCHOOL ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATORS ASSOCIATION (WSSAAA) 
Dave Tikker reported that the recent conference attracted some coaches who attended certain portions;  
that the WIAA staff support and involvement contributed to the highest attendance ever; that  the 12 
webinars sponsored  by WSSAAA for the training of athletic directors may be utilized by the NIAAA; and 
that plans are being finalized in order to continue the mentoring program. 
 
WASHINGTON STATE COACHES ASSOCIATIOIN (WSCA) 
Ed Laulainen reported that Kevin McKay, Zillah School District Superintendent, shared the results of the 
superintendent’s survey during the last meeting; that financial reports were made by each sport 
representative; and that the dates, times and sites for this summer’s all state games are being gathered 
for publication on the WSCCA Website. 
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WASHINGTON FEDERATION OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS (WFIS) 
Ross Hjelseth shared that the spring meeting of WFIS, which represents approximately 70% of the 
private schools in Washington, was held recently (he reiterated that while a private school may be a 
member of WIAA, it may not be a member of WFIS); that the amendments were covered; that there was 
focus on what schools should be doing to uphold the WIAA rules and regulations; and that there was 
expressed appreciated for the relationship between public and private schools as equal WIAA-member 
schools. 
 
FINE ARTS  
Music (WMEA) (Kevin Paustian) 
Representative soloists and ensembles from the State Solo and Ensemble Contest performed to a sold-
out audience at Benaroya Hall for Ten Grands; they started the second half of the concert and received a 
standing ovation. WMEA and Ten Grands want to thank WIAA for your continued support of the State 
Solo and Ensemble Contest.  
 
Mark Lane, Central Washington University, was recognized as the 2014-2015 WIAA/WMEA Music 
Educator of the Year.  
 
Audition material for the high school All-State band, orchestra, and choir is all new for next year and 
available on the WMEA website.   In the past teachers had to buy many different method books to 
acquire the audition material, but now the etudes can be printed from the website. 
 
Scott Ketron has been hired as the new WMEA director for the retiring Bruce Caldwell. 

 
DISTRICT DIRECTORS 
Herb Rotchford reported that the district directors met with the WIAA staff on June 4 for year-end 
review.  The staff was provided with a list of topics to discuss during the upcoming WIAA fall workshops. 
 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
CALENDAR AND CULMINATING EVENTS SUB-COMMITTEE 
Pat McCarthy reported that, based upon the request of a member school concerning covered baseball 
dugouts, the regional and state baseball site selection criteria was reviewed by the sub-committee.  He 
recommended that, rather than take action at this meeting, the staff gather input from the regional 
baseball managers to determine if facilities have covered dugouts and a barrier in front of the dugouts. 
 
Cindy Adsit shared that while the region IV(eastside regional) baseball sites for the 3A and 4A 
classifications rotate through approved league sites over a period of years, the westside sites have 
remained the same.  Based upon the request of Kelso High School to be considered to host regional 
baseball, the committee reviewed the number of schools, by classification, in each district.   
 

● Lindgren/Meyer moved that baseball regionals rotate during the classification cycle based upon 
number of schools, by classification, in each District.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

Pat McCarthy reported that currently the September meeting date conflicts with the NFHS Section 7/8 
meeting. 
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● Lindgren/Wyborney moved that the September meeting be held on Sunday and Monday, 
September 27-28, 2015, and that a boardsmanship session be held on Saturday, September 26.  
MOTION PASSED. 

 
Andy Barnes reported that the team state golf proposal will be presented by one of the members of the 
special committee to the Board during the September meeting. 
 
Pat McCarthy presented the 2015-16 State Tournament dates and sites, noting that, due to proposed 
facility rental costs imposed by the Tacoma Dome, the westside football semifinals would be played 
outdoors at various sites beginning in 2016 as has been the practice with the eastside sites (Attachment 
#1).  He added that, due to the high cost of bringing in equipment, the State Gymnastics Meet could be 
moved to an alternate site. 
 
Wendy Malich suggested a letter of appreciation be sent to all regional and state managers for hosting 
these premier WIAA events. 
 
HANDBOOK SUB-COMMITTEE 
Lori Wyborney reported that the subcommittee endorsed the staff interpretation of WIAA  handbook 
rule 23.3.1, that, in order to protect liability of a school district’s pole vaulter, each vaulter must be 
accompanied by a school-district approved vault coach  (that responsibility and liability could not be 
passed to a different school’s certified pole vault coach.)  The same interpretation equally applies to 
combined programs that may have only one certified pole vault coach.  She added that this requirement 
applies in all sports where special certification is required:  cheer stunt certification, dance/drill stunt 
certification, Red Cross safety training or lifeguard certification for swim coaches, and U.S. Diving safety 
certification or lifeguard certification for dive coaches. 
 

● McCurdy/McCarthy moved to approve the requirement.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

John Miller recommended that, since the coaches standards have not changed since implementation in 
1993-94, a steering committee be formed to revamp the coaches standards requirements with potential 
amendments to be presented (potentially replacing clock hours with completed course work in 
documented areas.)   
 

● McCurdy/Lindgren moved to approve the formation of this steering committee.  MOTION 
PASSED. 
 

Lori Wyborney shared that the proposed editorial changes to the 2015-16 WIAA handbook will be 
provided to all Board members for approval via email.  Staff also recommended that, as a cost-saving 
measure for the Association (annual printing costs for the handbook are $10,000), and as a means to 
always have the most up-to-date version accessible to the membership,  the 2015-16 edition of the 
WIAA handbook be the final printing (of the hard copy. )  Staff will share that information during the 
WIAA fall workshops.  
 

● Thomsen/Whitmore moved to approve that the handbook be available online only beginning 
with the 2016-17 school year.  MOTION PASSED. 
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On behalf of the Dance/Drill Coaches Association, Lori Wyborney presented the request to reduce 
number from 12 to six for the Scholastic Awards program.  She reiterated that this change would allow 
smaller teams the opportunity to receive a scholastic award, while still maintaining the requirement that 
a team must submit the grade point for all team members.   
 

● Lindgren/Hoffman moved to approve the request to reduce the number from 12 to six.  
MOTION PASSED. 

 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 
Fall and Winter Tournament Report 
Leah Francis provided the completed fall and winter tournament reports, adding that the spring revenue 
and expenses are still being collected and a full report will be provided during the September meeting.   
 

● Wyborney/Hoffman moved to approve the combined fall and winter report.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

2015-16 Association Budget - Third and Final Reading 
Leah Francis provided the final draft of the 2015-16 Association budget which reflects the increase in the 
member school fees, a $1 increase in all adult ticket prices, and removal of the revenue shares.  These 
three adjustments will help balance the budget for 2015-16. 
 

● Wyborney/Hoffman moved on third and final reading to approve the 2015-16 Association 
budget.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

 
REQUESTS FOR ACTION 
 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE 2015-16 BOUND FOR STATE TOURNAMENT REGULATIONS 
Cindy Adsit presented the proposed changes to the general and specific Bound for State Regulations and 
the spreadsheet of the proposed awards to be presented during the 2015-16 state events. 

 
● Thomsen/Lindgren moved to approve all proposed Bound for State Tournament Regulations 

(Attachment #2 and 2-1.)  MOTION PASSED. 
 

● Wyborney/McCurdy moved to the proposed 2015-16 awards, including a review of the 
discrepancy in the number of volleyball trophies as compared to other sports (Attachment #3.)  
MOTION PASSED. 

 
VIOLATION OF WIAA HANDBOOK RULE 23.3.1E 
Cindy Adsit reported that eight teams that competed in the 2015 State Dance/Drill Championships 
performed stunts although that school’s dance coach was not stunt certified.  Those schools were 
notified of violating WIAA handbook rule 23.3.1.E following the event.  In order to be more proactive in 
monitoring compliance with WIAA handbook rule 23.3.1.E, staff is recommending the following 
procedure be implemented with the 2015-16 school year.  
 For dance/drill:  once the competition season begins, the dance/drill judges association will 

simply notify the WIAA staff of any teams that performed stunts during their routines (simply an 
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observation, not a judgement, not a reporting.)  Staff will check the list of certified coaches to 
determine if the teams that stunted had a certified coach.  If that school’s coach is not stunt 
certified, a letter of the WIAA handbook violation will be sent to the athletic director at that 
school. At that point, the coach must remove any stunts from the routine until such time he/she 
can become certified. 

 For cheerleading:  Once the competition season begins, only squads whose coaches appear on 
the list of stunt certified coaches will be allowed to enter a competition.  For schools that do not 
compete, if the WIAA staff is notified that a team performed stunts, the list of stunt certified 
coaches will be checked.  If the coach is not certified, a letter of the WIAA handbook violation 
will be sent to the athletic director at that school. At that point, the coach must remove any 
stunts from the routine until such time he/she can become certified. 

 
● Wyborney/Rouleau moved to approve the proposed process to monitor cheer and dance/drill 

stunt certification of coaches.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
SELECTION OF EXECUTIVE BOARD POSITIONS 
Mike Colbrese presented the nominations for the region positions on the WIAA Executive Board. 
 

● Thomsen/McCurdy moved to approve the Wendy Malich as the Region B representative and 
Pam Veltri as the Region C representative .  MOTION PASSED. 

 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT FOR 2015-16 
 

● Lindgren/Wyborney  moved to approve Mike Ottis as President and Eric McCurdy as Vice 
President for 2015-16.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
WIAA/WOA AGREEMENT 
Mike Colbrese summarized the four elements of financial negotiations with the WOA.   The value of this 
final agreement secures a game fee increase for officials and caps (at its current amount) the 
administrative fee that has been a part of the agreement in the past.   The continuing of the RTO 
program with the guidance of a steering committee will improve the level of officiating and increase 
accountability of the RTO program.   
 
  1.   The 13 percent (%) administrative fee will be rolled into the game fee so there will no 

longer be a separate fee.   Associations will have the ability to determine the amount to 
be utilized for assignment fees and association administrative fees and, in the future, 
game fees will no longer by multiplied by 13 percent (5)  

 
 2.   Due to support by the Board members to increase game fees to the working officials 

since those fees have not been increased for quite some time and officials have been 
told they would receive consistent game fee increases, high school varsity game fees will 
be increased by $2 per official per assignment and high school subvarsity game fees will 
be increased by $1 per official per assignment.   

 
 3. The money previously supplied by the WIAA member schools directly to the WOA for 

the RTO program will be rolled into a $2 per varsity official assignment fee and WOA will 
bill each association that same amount to fund the RTO program.  Schools will no longer 
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be billed directly from the WIAA office for the RTO program.  An additional component 
for the RTO program includes a steering committee comprised of three WIAA member 
school representatives, three WOA representatives, and a WIAA staff member to 
develop goals, procedures and a monitoring process during this next phase of the RTO 
program. 

 
 4.  There will be no fee increase for the 2016-17 school year, and there will be no middle                              

school fee increase for either year. 
 

● Whitmore/Lindgren  moved to approve the three components of the WIAA/WOA agreement.  
MOTION PASSED.  In an email vote, the WIAA Executive Board approved the agreement. 
 

REQUEST FROM SCHOOLS THAT OBSERVE THE SABBATH 
Following the request from schools that observe the Sabbath for the Association to make 
accommodations at State Volleyball, Mike Colbrese summarized the information and documentation 
provided by the requesting schools, representative leagues and WIAA districts regarding 
accommodation.  Input from the leagues and WIAA districts was taken into consideration since any 
change at the state level would also filter to the district and league levels as well.  The Board supported 
the process implemented to review accommodation requests, the potential impact of change and 
determined it would consider the following in the scheduling or rescheduling of events: 
 

1.   The impact on the academic schedule. 
2.   The safety for participants and spectators. 
3.   The impact on participants by considering competition schedule, cost of lodging, travel, 

and meals. 
4.   The impact on fans’ ability to attend the event. 
5.   Loss of overall event quality for participants. 

 
● Veltri/  moved to approve the request to make accommodations at State Volleyball.  NOTE:  The 

motion died for lack of a second. 
 

● Thomsen/Whitmore moved to direct staff to modify the language in WIAA handbook rule 
25.5.0 to more accurately indicate the philosophy of accommodation review rather than 
referencing basketball only.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
VIOLATIONS REPORTS FROM DISTRICTS 
Mike Colbrese reported that the Board annually approves the action of the leagues and Districts 
regarding WIAA handbook violations that occur throughout the school year.  He added that the Board is 
the only group that can officially ban a team from postseason play.  A league took action to ban a school 
from postseason boys basketball in 2016.   
 

● Wyborney/Hoffman moved to approve the action of the Metro league and SeaKing District 2 to 
ban a school from postseason boys basketball in 2016.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
NEW CONCUSSION MANAGEMENT PROTOCOL 
John Miller summarized the new pregame concussion management protocol.  Prior to every contest 
serviced by WOA officials, the officials will ask the head coach if an approved healthcare professional is 
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on site.  If the answer is no and a player is later removed for signs and/or symptoms of a concussion, the 
player will not be allowed to return to play.  This information will be included in all sport specific online 
rules clinics and covered during the fall workshops. 
 

● Whitmore/Meyer moved to approve the recommended protocol.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
TACOMA DOME CONTRACTS 
Mike Colbrese reported that he has been negotiating with the Tacoma Dome regarding contracts for 
semifinal and final football, gymnastics/wrestling and basketball.  While the rental prices for 
gymnastics/wrestling and basketball are similar, the incremental increases in both semifinal and final 
football would be difficult to support.  On top of the facility rental fees, the Tacoma Dome will add a $1 
fee on every adult ticket sold beginning in 2016. 
 

● Lindgren/Thomsen moved to accept the contracts for football finals, gymnastics/wrestling and 
basketball and directed the staff to develop potential outdoor westside football sites.   MOTION 
PASSED. 

 
REQUEST FOR EXPERIMENT VOLLEYBALL RULE 
Cindy Adsit presented the request on behalf of the South Puget Sound League for the WIAA Executive 
Board to approve its request for an experiment to allow volleyball substitutes to stand throughout the 
duration of a volleyball match.  The National Federation of State High School (NFHS) Volleyball Rules 
requires substitutes to sit, although other rules codes allow them to stand (USAV and NCAA.)  She added 
that she checked with the editor of the NFHS volleyball rule book to determine if allowing substitutes to 
stand would be considered an administrative change or a playing rule change.  She was told it would be 
a playing rule change, which would put Washington out of compliance with the NFHS volleyball 
rules.  She added that, even with explanation and communication provided to both coaches and 
officials, the probability for misinterpretation of the rule is always higher when the rule being followed 
does not appear in the rule book.  Staff was directed to submit a proposed rule change for the 2016-17 
NFHS volleyball rules on this issue. 
 
PLANNING 
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE 
Mike Colbrese shared that the student’s perception of the definition of healthy culture has been 
gathered and that schools are requesting help with promoting better and improved sportsmanship at 
the school district, league and WIAA district level. 
 
WINTER COALITION REVIEW 
The Winter Coalition was held on Monday, March 23, at the Red Lion Hotel in Renton, which is the same 
site, but with a different name, from last year.  The meeting began at 9 am, beginning with discussion of 
the Association’s finances and amendments.   Comments from Board members supported the flow of 
the meeting with no small group breakouts.  
 
REVIEW OF REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY VOTING 
Andy Barnes presented the final results of the amendment voting, with a tally by amendment and voting 
record by WIAA District. 
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John Miller added that data is being collected now regarding school enrollment figures for the four-year 
classification that will be implemented with the 2016-17 school year.   Once the numbers are all 
inputted, the lines will be drawn to balance the classifications, which will remain in effect for the four 
years unless a school appeal is approved. 
 
Andy Barnes recommended that the same process be utilized in projecting and approving allocations in 
advance of the season for the 2A, 3A, 4A team sports.  The 1B, 2B and 1A and 2A, 3A, 4A Individual sport 
allocations would continue to be approved during that sport season.  This proposal was discussed during 
the District Director meeting where they supported the process.  Tim Thomsen suggested the glue 
language in the handbook be reviewed in order to maintain good relations between districts. 
 

● Meyer/Hoffman moved that the new four-year classification cycle will begin in the fall of 2106.  
MOTION PASSED. 

 
STATE EVENT UPDATES  
Spring State Event Preliminary Report 
Mike Colbrese complimented the Board and the staff for their involvement in covering a significant 
number of spring events. 
 
REQUESTS AND INFO FROM DISTRICT DIRECTOR MEETING 
Herb Rotchford indicated that the District Directors requested that responsibilities and expectations of 
supervisors at events, roster limits, and protest procedures be placed on the WIAA fall workshop 
presentation. 
 
BALL BID PROCESS 
Mike Colbrese explained that the current contract with Baden will expire with the conclusion of the 
2015-16 school year.  He shared the prospective bid process and timeline regarding the upcoming new 
contract:  RFP’s will be sent to prospective companies, those will be reviewed, and the Board will set the 
contract.  The review process has been handled by different means over the years.  Staff was directed to 
select a subcommittee composed of both board members and staff to review the submitted bids  and 
then make a recommendation to the full board in January. 
 
SUMMER CONTACT ADDRESSES AND PHONE NUMBERS 
Mike Ottis routed the sheet of summer contact information for review and changes, if needed. 
 
 
REPORTS, UPDATES, AND OTHER INFORMATION 
 
ELIGIBILITY REPORT 
John Miller complimented the eligibility chairs in holding one another accountable in both the process 
and consistency in the decision-making process during all eligibility appeals.  He added that there will be 
some changes as early as next year.  Scott Brown, current  athletic director at Cashmere High School and 
District 6 chair who has accepted an assistant principal’s position, will be replaced by Michele Webb, 
athletic director at Ephrata High School.  2015-16 will be the final year for the District 3 chair, Tom 
Reardan.  Brian Smith added that the online eligibility clinic that is required for all athletic directors to 
complete,  was posted online the last week in May and includes specific eligibility scenarios.  He 
encouraged the schools and leagues to insure their athletic directors complete the clinic. 
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INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
EMERALD CITY KICKOFF CLASSIC 
Andy Barnes reported that Husky Stadium will be the site and staff will work to promote the matchups 
and event as a whole for Saturday, September 5.  Matchups include: 
 10 AM:  Sehome vs. Cascade Christian 
 1 PM:   Olympia vs. Ferris 
 4 PM:   Auburn vs. Mountain View 
 7 PM:   Bellarmine Prep vs. Bonney Lake   
 
EMERALD CITY VOLLEYBALL INVITATION 
Andy Barnes shared that the event will be held at Mercer Island High School on Friday, September 4.  
One school position has yet to be filled, while Lakeside High School, Mercer Island High School, and 
Roosevelt High School are committed to participate.  NOTE:  Seattle Prep will fill the fourth spot. 
 
JUST PLAY FAIR!  
Brian Smith reviewed the yearly ejection report summary, which also included the schools with five (5) 
or more ejections, and included a breakdown of ejections by WIAA District and by classification.  He 
added that the number of coaches ejected for foul and abusive language has been a concern for a 
number of years in baseball.  Tim Thomsen shared that Jon Arnstead, baseball coach at Auburn 
Mountainview High School, has taken a lead in working with the baseball coaches association to rein in 
inappropriate behavior that leads to ejections.   Brian stated there is inequity in the suspension length in 
different sports for ejections due to violent conduct, foul and/or abusive language, which will continue 
to be reviewed in future meetings.  He reiterated that school athletic directors need to submit the 
online report of an ejection as soon as possible.  As was the case with last year, the Board directed Brian 
to meet with the school administration of those schools with two years of five or more ejections, to 
assist them in developing a plan of improvement.  
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL UPDATE 
Brian Smith reported that he met with a group of middle school principals in Chelan to share with them 
the middle level sportsmanship program, and to discuss other perceived issues.  That group was more 
supportive of a middle level recognition program, rather than specifically to sportsmanship issues.  Brian 
intends to continue to meet with this group and middle school athletic directors around the state. 
 
MEDICAL ASPECTS 
John Miller provided the language of Senate Bill 5083, outlining the requirements regarding Sudden 
Cardiac Arrest.  He has been working with several different groups who were instrumental in passing 
this new law to develop the appropriate sign-off documents and online clinic for training.  Information 
will be sent to the schools as soon as it is finalized. 
 
LEAP REPORT 
Mike Colbrese reported that staff are currently reviewing applications for the new juniors for the 2015-
16 LEAP committee. 
 
COACHES EDUCATION 
FOOTBALL COACHES TRAINING UPDATE 
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John Miller shared that a steering committee is being formed that will include a board member, district 
director, athletic secretary and staff to refine the pass list information on MyWIAA and minimize the 
duplication of efforts of the inputting of data.  John shared that he has conducted five Heads-Up 
Football five clinics so far, with several more scheduled in the near future, and complimented the 
football coaches in their commitment for training.  He acknowledged that the USA Football registration 
process has been somewhat cumbersome, but the information presented and willingness of coaches to 
adopt these new procedures has been extremely positive.  Brian Smith added that all sports specific 
emails are now archived on the sports specific page on the WIAA Website, so all emails that have been 
sent regarding football coaches training are on the football page of the WIAA Website. 
 
COACHES SCHOOL/COACHES SCHOOL EXPRESS 
Cam Taylor reported that a Coaches School Express was held at Emerald Ridge High School on June 6.  
Even though attendance was less than anticipated, feedback was extremely positive.  He added that 
registration at this point for the WIAA Coaches School in Yakima is higher than last year, and the few 
minor organizational changes should have a positive impact on the event. 
 
LEGAL REPORT 
John Olson reported that eligibility appeals have gone smoothly, with all cases resolved to date through 
the eligibility process. 
 
NFHS 
Mike Colbrese reported that the NFHS summer meeting will be in New Orleans, June 28-July 2, and the 
NFHS Section 7 & 8 meeting will be in California, September 20-22. 
 
FEATURES AND ARTICLES 
Mike Colbrese provided a series of articles and features of interest to the Board. 
 
REVIEW OF JUNE BOARD MEETING ACTION 
Andy Barnes reviewed action taken by the Board during this meeting. 
 
REVIEW OF BOARD MEETING 
Executive board members provided input regarding the meeting format and discussions. 

 
● Lindgren/Wyborney moved to go into executive session at 6:45 PM on Sunday, June 7, 2015.  

MOTION PASSED. 
 
● Lindgren/McCurdy moved to come out of executive session at 9:10 PM.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
● McCurdy/Wyborney moved to go into executive session at 9:30 AM on Monday, June 8, 2015.  

MOTION PASSED. 
 
● Lindgren/Thomsen moved to come out of executive session at 10:20 AM on Monday, June 8, 

2015.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

● Wyborney/Hoffman moved to adjourn at 11:40 AM on Monday, June 8, 2015. MOTION PASSED. 
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Submitted by:       
Wendy Malich, WIAA Board President     
Mike Colbrese, WIAA Executive Director 
Cindy Adsit, Recorder   
 
Next Meetings:   
Boardsmanship Workshop:  September 26, 2015 | TBD 
Board Meeting:  September 27-28, 2015 | 10 AM 


