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MINUTES 

WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
March 20-21, 2005 

WIAA Office, Renton 
 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: President Craig Olson (District 2), Vice President Jim 
Evans (District 6), Ken Axelson (District 1), Bruce Taylor (District 4), Kent Andersen 
(District 5), Joe Feist (District 7), Al Falkner (District 8), Alli Bennett (District 9).  Dave 
Bingham, substituting for Judy Jennings (District 3), Steve Frucci, substituting for Henry 
Karnofski (District 4). 
 
HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS: Debbie Winskill (WSDDA), Steve Smedley (WASA), 
Ed Laulainen (WSCA), Todd Stordahl (WOA), Eric Monson (WSSAAA), Annette Duvall 
(WSSAAA), Steve Smith (AWMLP), Van Cummings (WASSP). 
 
DISTRICT SECRETARY:  Russ Brown, District 7 Secretary. 
 
GUESTS:  Mike Colbrese introduced WIAA staff member Andy Barnes, a former intern, 
who will be fulfilling the duties of production coordinator as well as additional 
assignments.  Todd Stordahl introduced Kerri Sanders who is the new WOA 
administrative assistant.  
 
WIAA STAFF: Executive Director Mike Colbrese, Assistant Executive Directors Cindy 
Adsit, Terry Cavender and Jim Meyerhoff.  Business Manager Leah Francis, 
Administrative Assistant Jeananne Tescar-Burcham, and Legal Counsel John Olson. 
 
ABSENT:  Judy Jennings (District 3), Henry Karnofski (District 4), Ross Hjelseth 
(WFIS), Steve Floyd (SBE) and Ron Jones (Fine Arts). 
 
AUDIENCE – Sunday, March 20, 2005, Regarding District 7 “Gluing” with District 6 
– Russ Brown, District 7 Secretary; Art Bickler, Freeman High School; Bruce 
Campbell, District 6 Secretary; Brooks Smith, Athletic Director, Brewster High 
School; Steve Chamberlin, Athletic Director, Okanogan High School; Bill Gant, 
District 5 Secretary. 
The NE A league from District 7 has in previous years had an arrangement with the 
District 6 Caribou Trail League in post-season activities for volleyball and basketball.  At 
this time the District 6 Caribou Trail League no longer wishes to continue the 
arrangement.  The District 7 delegation reported that it is willing to have all of District 7’s 
allocations combined with District 6.  Both Districts agreed to have District 7’s request 
be placed on the Executive Board agenda for a final decision.  The request which 
provides an opportunity for a second-place team, is in accordance with WIAA rule 25.2.6 
For Districts with only one (1) allocation - If a District has only one (1) allocation in 
the first and/or second year of the allocation period, that District would be allowed to 
petition to the WIAA Executive Board for the opportunity to combine with another District 
to gain an additional allocation.  1.  The WIAA District geographically closest to the  
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District with one (1) allocation would be considered first in the possible combination of 
District allocations.  2.  The combination agreement would specify that either District 
involved would have the potential to gain or to lose the allocation. 
 
Russ Brown and Art Bickler spoke on behalf of the NE A League.  They felt that the 
relationship in previous years with the Caribou Trail league had been a good relationship 
and that the agreement helps to continue the philosophy that the best teams will be 
competing during post-season play. 
 
Brooks Smith and Steve Chamberlin spoke on behalf of the District 6 Caribou Trail 
League.  While the best teams going on to post-season competition is one philosophy, 
there is much to be said for the community experience of having a team go on to post-
season play.  This experience is enough to warrant discontinuing and not risking losing 
the opportunity for post-season play.  This demonstrates the philosophy that the best 
teams from a district go on to post-season play.  In addition, if a district has enough 
schools to drive more than one allocation, that district should be able to keep the 
allocation within its district.   
 
Mr. Smith and Mr. Chamberlain proposed that District 5 is also geographically feasible 
using the mileage from point to point with District 7.  In the past, various scenarios and 
combinations have been tried to accommodate a regional concept when “gluing” has 
taken place.  Those present agreed that the handbook does not offer a definition; but, in 
past practice, geographical closeness has been determined by continuous border. 
 
Mr. Gant responded that, at this time, District 5 has no desire to have such an 
agreement with District 7, and it is District 5’s belief that the allocations should stay with 
the district that has the number of schools to drive the allocation. 
 
Executive Board members continued a dialogue about the history of such access and 
the different philosophies pertaining to post-season access.  Districts 5, 6, and 7 are at 
an impasse and need the Executive Board to make the final decision.  Mr. Olson 
thanked the presenters and dismissed them. 
 
 
GENERAL MEETING 
Board President Craig Olson called the meeting to order at 10:30 AM Sunday, March 
20, 2005, at the WIAA office in Renton, Washington.  Vice President Jim Evans led the 
Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Executive Board meeting was preceded by a 
work session regarding the following topics:  2005-06 Budget, Branding – Logo 
Decision, Committee Appointment, and Post-Season Access. 
 

 
ACTION Consensus Issues  

The following items were a part of the consensus agenda: The Executive Board Minutes 
from the January 22-23, 2005, meeting; Director Action Taken; Select Correspondence; 
Combined/Cooperative Programs Summary Update; Executive Staff Projected  
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Calendar; School Groups Visited since January 24, 2005.  ANDERSEN/FALKNER 
moved to approve the agenda and consensus issues.  MOTION PASSED 

 
ACTION  Financial Reports – Business Manager Leah Francis presented a financial summary in 

addition to the line item report distributed to Board members.  She reported that the 
WIAA financials are stable at this point in the 2004-05 fiscal year.  The overall revenues 
of the Association are up over $120,000 compared to the same time frame last year, 
while expenses are up roughly $145,000 compared to last year.   
 
The increases in revenues and expenses are due in large part to the changes in ECKC.  
(ECKC revenues are up over $165,000 due to the large crowds, and expenses are up 
over $108,000 due to expenses for De La Salle and increases in facility expenses.)   
 
Another big change on the revenue side is the decrease in Insurance Reimbursement 
from the WIAA districts the board approved for the 2003-04 and 2004-05 fiscal years.  
As a result, the WIAA office has not received any revenue from the Districts for 
insurance costs.   
 
Other differences are due to timing of payment of expenses and receipt of revenues and 
others are due to the changes in the budget that the WIAA Executive Board approved 
for 2004-05.  The Board approved a number of changes for 2004-05; therefore those 
line items of the budget will be different compared to the prior year.    
 
Ms. Francis reported that the resulting increases in both the revenues and expenses of 
the Association account for a net income decrease of $25,000 compared to the same 
time period last year.  While the net income is less than last year, an important note is 
that the 2003-04 fiscal year was very successful financially and generated a net income 
much higher than expected.  Therefore, while 2004-05 has created a smaller net income 
compared to 2003-04, as of March 10, the year appears to be doing fine fiscally. 
Furthermore, while some areas of the budget may be over or under at this time of the 
year, the WIAA seems in line to make its overall revenue and expense targets as 
budgeted for on the 2004-05 WIAA Budget. 
 
Not included in figures for the March 10, 2005 Year-to-Date Budget Comparison or 
Profit and Loss Financial Reports but important to note is the increase in revenues from 
winter events.  The WIAA winter events generated approximately $41,000 more this 
year than last year.  The total expenses for winter events are not in.  While fall 
tournaments were down in revenues, tournament financials appear to have rebounded 
for the winter events. A preliminary winter financial report was provided in the March 
board packet and the updated winter financial report will be provided at the April board 
meeting. 
 

ACTION  Revised Tournament Managers’ Fee Schedule -   Ms. Francis provided the Executive 
Board with the proposed tournament manager fee schedule.  The purpose of the new  
schedule is to bring some continuity and consistency to fees being paid to tournament 
managers.  This schedule will also provide consistency with future manager fee 
increases.  The base fee would increase by 5% every two (2) years and an additional 
$100.00 per day for events that have extra days due to inclement weather.   
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FEIST/FALKNER moved to accept the financial report and to approve the tournament 
managers’ fee schedule.  MOTION PASSED 

 
ACTION 2005-2006 WIAA Budget, Presented for FIRST READING 

The following are explanations for the suggested increases or decreases to certain line 
items for the first reading of the 2005-06 WIAA Budget.  Other adjustments may be 
made on the second and third readings. 
 
NOTE:  Amounts for line items 5001 (Executive Staff Salaries), 5011 (Administrative 
Staff Salaries), 5012 (Office Staff Salaries) will change for 2004-05, but the amounts of 
adjustments have yet to be determined.  The changes in these three line items will 
directly affect the budget amounts and changes for line items 5021 (Employment 
Securities), 5022 (Workmans Comp), 5023 (Social Security), 5024 (Medical Benefits), 
and 5026 (Retirement). 
 
Labor and Industries:  Increase - change in line-up for 2005. In 2003, the four ECKC 
games made on average $25,000 and cost on average $13,000.  These two figures 
were used to determine revenues and expenses for 2005.  Corporate Sponsor:  
Increase due to additional sponsor monies received from new sponsors and  
adjustments to current sponsorship levels.  Technical Support:  Increase to allow for 
technology upgrades.  Capital Outlay:  Increase to allow for building and equipment 
upgrades.  NFHS Travel:  Increase due to higher costs of attending these events.  Auto 
Lease/Maintenance:  Increase to account for actual maintenance costs for the two 
company vehicles.  Additional Principal Payment:  Decrease.  This was added in 
2004-05 to help balance the budget.  Board still has the option to make such payments 
at the end of the year if the ending net income allows for it.  Foundation/Special 
Events Reserve:  Increase to $30,000.  Use this line item to pay for costs associated 
with the WIAA Centennial.  Interest on Bank Accounts:  Increase due to better 
banking rates on the various accounts.  Special Events Revenues & Expenses:  
Changes in revenues and expenses due to change in line-up for 2005. In 2003, the four 
ECKC games made on average $25,000 and cost on average $13,000.  These two 
figures were used to determine revenues and expenses for 2005. 
 
OTHER NOTES: 
Insurance Reimbursement from Districts:  Continue to pay for the district’s insurance 
costs as was done in 2003-04 and 2004-05. 
 
AXELSON/TAYLOR moved to accept the FIRST READING of the 2005-06 WIAA 
Budget as presented.  MOTION PASSED 
 

ACTION  Participation Limits for Football (SECOND READING) 
There has been further discussion at the district level regarding the participation limits 
for football at the state championship level.  Each Board member was polled regarding 
the support of his/her districts.  Steve Smedley contributed that he had discussed the 
proposed limits with the Superintendents Advisory Committee and the group supports 
the limitations.  In fact many of the small school districts were concerned about the 
financial implications of sending larger numbers of student athletes and appreciated the 
limitation numbers.  ANDERSEN/TAYLOR moved to accept the following participation  
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limits: B8/B11 - 35 participants and 12 support staff; 1A/2A – 50 participants and 16 
support staff; 3A/4A – 65 participants and 20 support staff.  MOTION PASSED FOR 
SECOND READING 

 
ACTION District 7 Request to “Glue” with District 6 

The Executive Board members discussed all sides of the information presented by 
Districts 5, 6 and 7 during their audience and what the philosophy is regarding post-
season access.  The consensus was the philosophy is to advance the best teams.  
Upon further discussion, the point was made that this is a WIAA rule not a philosophy.  
When a request is made by a district that only has one allocation, the board decision 
must be made based on the rule that is in effect. 
FEIST/AXELSON moved to accept the request of District 7 to “glue” with District 6 for 
the 2005-06 volleyball and basketball season.  MOTION PASSED 
 
The Board will review the issue of developing a minimum number of schools in a district 
before a request can be made. 
 

ACTION State Awards 
Bruce Taylor reported a subcommittee was formed and met after the previous meeting 
to review what recognitions were distributed at the state championship level.  The 
following recommendations were put forth to the entire Executive Board:  There should 
be no traveling trophy for individual sports, a state competition patch should be the 
responsibility of the individual or school; and some consistency regarding the number of 
medals verses ribbons in individual competition sports should be provided.   
 
To achieve the recommended consistency, cross country participants placing first 
through eighth will receive medals, and those placing ninth through twelve will receive 
ribbons; participants in the championship heats in swimming will receive medals, and 
those participating in the consolation heats will receive ribbons; participants placing first 
through tenth in gymnastics will receive medals; and other events will remain the same 
at this time. TAYLOR/FALKNER moved to accept the recommendations of the awards 
committee.  MOTION PASSED 
 
The staff was directed to research the history of medals for cross country and 
gymnastics and provide a recommendation to the Board in April. 

 
ACTION Post Season Access 

After lengthy discussion, that included concerns regarding the number of teams in a 
league, Rule 25.2.6, general allocations, length of tournaments, tournament attendance 
and loss of school time; the suggestion was made that the WIAA staff be directed to 
develop a plan to restructure the format for 3A and 4A basketball playoffs and/or 
bracketing.  The reasoning offered for using 3A and 4A basketball as a pilot was that if 
the format works for basketball the format might be acceptable for other team sport 
access.  This plan would be for discussion and available at the July Executive Board 
meeting.  Any restructuring plan would be for discussion only at this time and include 
networking with the state basketball coaches association.  The loss of school time and 
budget were of concern for many Board members.  Members voiced the opinion that the  
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discussion needed to be started regarding restructuring.  Through discussion the Board 
agreed that any restructuring would not be implemented until the 2007 season at the 
earliest.  AXELSON/TAYLOR moved to direct staff to develop a plan to restructure the 
format for 3A and 4A basketball for review and discussion at the July Board meeting.  
MOTION PASSED 
 

ACTION  Waiver of Out-of-season rule – Bainbridge High School 
Bainbridge High School Athletic Director, Neil White submitted a letter for Executive 
Board approval regarding, the school’s plan for the recruitment and hiring of a dive 
coach for the 2005-06 season.  The submission of a plan was a stipulation for an 
additional year waiver regarding the continued use of Mr. Chris Miller as the Bainbridge 
High School dive coach.  Mr. Miller is presently a dive coach with the area club program.  
FEIST/FALKNER moved to accept the plan submitted by Neil White on behalf of 
Bainbridge High School outlining the process to be used for the recruitment and hiring of 
a dive coach outside the club program and to grant a waiver for Mr. Chris Miller to be 
used as the Bainbridge High School’s dive coach for the 2005 school year.  This would 
be the final year that a waiver would be provided.  MOTION PASSED 
 

INFORMATION Eligibility Issue – Mr. Colbrese and Mr. Meyerhoff reviewed a meeting they held with 
the parents of a private school student.  The student would like to participate next year 
in athletics at a school in the school district where the private school the student attends 
is located, which is not the student’s school district of residence.  Mr. Colbrese and Mr. 
Meyerhoff explained the eligibility rule as stated in the WIAA Handbook, but felt that the 
Executive Board should be aware of the circumstances regarding this case and similar 
cases that may arise in the future.  The parents of the private school student stated that 
the traveling distance between the private school and the school of residence would 
prohibit arriving in a time frame acceptable for participation.  The parents have 
requested that the rule requiring private school students to participate at their school of 
residence if a sport is not offered at the private school be waived due to the travel 
circumstances.  The Board took no action and directed the staff to advise the parent that 
they support the WIAA rules and the interpretation. 

 
INFORMATION    
  Governance Committee 

Mr. Colbrese distributed a list of suggested names for the Governance Committee and 
announced that Board member Ken Axelson has agreed to chair the committee.  The 
representatives from WSSDA and WASA expressed that they felt this committee will 
assist in the on going efforts to educate their members regarding the role of the WIAA 
and increase overall communication.  Steve Smedley shared that WASA is considering 
a special component at the spring conference to discuss the role of the WIAA, how 
decisions are made, at what level decisions are made, and who is responsible for 
decisions. 
 

Summer Activity Committee 
The first draft of Summer Activity Committee membership list was presented.  At this 
time there are representatives from basketball, football and volleyball included on the 
committee list.  Mr. Cavender offered that, from his past experience, these are the  
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sports that are impacted the most with regard to summer activity.  Board member Jim 
Evans agreed to be the committee chair during the discussion.  The Board directed that  
the committee be no larger than nine people with the opportunity for parents, coaches 
and administrators to offer testimony before the committee and that there be the 
addition of a collegiate representative. 
 
Eligibility Meeting 
All district eligibility committees will be meeting, May 11, 2005, at 11:00 AM.  Mr. 
Meyerhoff has encouraged all committee chairs to bring as many members of their 
committees as possible.  The goal of the meeting is to evaluate the process for eligibility 
and improve consistency.  During the eligibility meeting there will also be discussion 
regarding what rules are appealable. 

 
INFORMATION   

Included in the information provided to the Board was a copy of the Kansas 
Association’s “Loss of School Instructional Time” survey which schools in Kansas are 
required to complete. Board members will review and evaluate the need for such a 
survey in Washington. 
 
The Journal of Sport and Exercise Psychology article titled “The Values of Athletic 
Participation” and the University of Maine “Sports Done Right: A Call to Action on Behalf 
of Maine’s Student-Athletes” were included in the Board packet for review.  The 
suggestion was made that both articles be evaluated and that an intern should develop 
a hybrid document for WIAA use.  The study from the University of Maine was 
completed with a grant.  Mr. Colbrese will meet with the executive director from Maine 
during the summer conference and report to the board the benefits and commitment of 
participating in a study of this magnitude. 
 

INFORMATION Recruitment/Investigation 
There has been continued discussion within the Association regarding allegations of 
recruitment and other WIAA rules violations.  Executive Board members voiced 
concerns regarding the ability to investigate all allegations and the validity of allegations.  
The Board will continue to review the need for a process for dealing with violations. 
 

ACTION Selection of Bruskland Award 
Mr. Colbrese presented the merits of each of the nominees and it was determined that, 
while each was worthy of the award, he recommended that Don Davison receive the 
2005 Bruskland Award.  Mr. Davison has volunteered his time as the WIAA historian; 
most recently compiling the history of state events for the WIAA web site.   
BENNETT/FALKNER moved to accept Don Davison as the first recipient of the 
Bruskland Award.  MOTION PASSED  The award will be presented to Mr. Davison 
during the 2005 Coaches School in Yakima. 
 

ACTION Lifetime Pass Application 
Mr. Olson offered a review of the District 2 request for a Lifetime Pass for Jim Murphy.  
Mr. Murphy’s contributions have been numerous over the years including, but not limited 
to, participating on a number of committees, auditing the district books and managing 
regional baseball.  AXELSON/ANDERSEN moved to approve a Lifetime Pass for Jim 
Murphy as submitted by District 2.  MOTION PASSED 
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ACTION Amendments for 2005 

Executive Director Colbrese presented a summary listing and full text of all proposed 
amendments, including the positions from the WSSAAA, WSSDA IAC, WSCA and the 
Superintendents’ Advisory Committee.  The Board took the following position on the 
proposed amendments: 
 

Amendment S/O/NP  Amendment S/O/NP 
1 Support  9 Support 
2 Support  10 Support 
3 Support  11 Support 
4 Withdrawn  12 Support 
5 Withdrawn  14 Oppose 

6/13 Support  15 Support 
7 Oppose  16 Support 
8 Support  17 Support 

 
 
INFORMATION Potential State Basketball sites – If Amendment 6, adding an additional classification, 

passes, there is the need to select an additional site for state championship competition.  
The following site location and time table was presented for basketball championship 
tournaments:  Week one – B Spokane, 4A Tacoma, C Yakima.  Week two – 3A Seattle, 
2A Tacoma, 1A Yakima. 

 
INFORMATION Representative Assembly Meeting – The preliminary agenda for the April 29, 2005, 

meeting was presented to the Board for consideration.  The Board agreed to meet 
Wednesday, April 27, 2005, for a working dinner and continue the meeting through 
Thursday, April 18, 2005.  The Board will also meet after the Representative Assembly 
meeting if needed. 
 

 
INFORMATION State Events 

Winter Events Preliminary Reports – A written report will be presented to the Board 
during the April meeting. 
 
Bowling – Ms. Adsit reported that this year the event was very competitive.  Staff and 
bowling coaches will be reviewing several issues including the possibility of numbered 
uniforms.   
 
Gymnastics – The pass gate procedure was much better this year and the coaches 
were appreciative of the changes.  There was only one issue of pass abuse that Ms. 
Adsit noted and the school involved has apologized and paid the ticket fees. 
 
Swim/Dive – Mr. Cavender stated that there were no issues during this event and it was 
a well-run event.  Bob Reagan and his staff did a wonderful job. 
 
Wrestling – At Mat Classic this year, Mr. Meyerhoff acknowledged that things were also 
done differently regarding passes and there seems to have been little or no pass abuse.   
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The Girls’ Tournament portion of the event continues to increase; there were 109 girls 
from 66 schools participating this year.  Mr. Meyerhoff shared that he will be asking the 
Board in April to consider setting weight classifications for the girls’ competition in the 
future. 
 
Basketball – Mr. Cavender visited all three sites during the competition and, overall, 
things went well.  The “teaming up” program in eastern Washington is outstanding and 
he noted that at all of the sites there are special touches that are unique to each.  
Schools did a wonderful job with the “no standing” policy and were cooperative and 
supportive of security staff at all of the venues.  
 
Dance/Drill – The SunDome still continues to be the best facility to hold this event and 
Ms. Adsit and Mr. Olson encouraged all Board members to attend in the future to 
experience the event. 
 
Forensics – This was again a very positive event for all involved.  Mr. Colbrese spent 
Friday at the event.  Lois Gorne and Mike Burton manage a well-run event.  The 
University of Puget Sound is pleased to be the venue and will continue to be the site in 
the future. 

 
INFORMATION Scholastic Cup Standings 

Mr. Meyerhoff offered that the current Scholastic Cup standings, are now accessible on 
the WIAA web site.  To view the breakdown for an individual school, click on the 
individual school name and the information will come into view.   

 
INFORMATION Spring Events 

Baseball – Ms. Adsit reported on behalf of Tim Stevens, baseball coordinator.  There 
has been a request from a Middle level baseball program to use –7 bats.  These schools 
feel that the -3 bat specified by NFHS rule is too heavy for middle school age athletes.  
In previous years middle school programs have been allowed to use -5 bats and that 
waiver has been granted.  According to the request manufacturers are no longer making 
the –5 bat due to the fact that Little League Baseball and Pony League Baseball 
programs are using -7 bats. FEIST/ANDERSEN moved to approve the -7 bat for use at 
the middle school baseball level.  MOTION TABLED   ANDERSEN/FALKNER moved to 
direct the staff to gather information regarding the use of the -7 bat and take Board 
action via email.  MOTION PASSED 
 
Golf – Mr. Cavender reported that seven sites have been set for the state 
championship. 
 
Soccer – Sumner is set to host the boys’ championships according to Mr. Meyerhoff, 
and Apple Physical Therapy will staff the soccer championships this year. 
 
Softball – Mr. Meyerhoff also stated that three of the four sites for softball have been 
used before, and the B tournament will be using the new site in Yakima. 
 
Tennis  - Ms. Adsit reported that there is a new director for the 4A tournament this year. 



MINUTES 
WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

March 20-21, 2005 
WIAA Office, Renton 

Page 10 

 

 
 
 
Track and Field – Mr. Colbrese detailed that Eastern Washington has built permanent 
bleachers that will interfere with viewing some of the hand-offs during relays, but there is 
very little that can be done to alleviate the problem. 

 
INFORMATION Fall Events 

Cross Country – The event planning is all set and on schedule according to Mr. 
Colbrese. 
 
Emerald City Kickoff Classic – Mr. Cavender and Mr. Stordahl reported that the teams 
and pairings have been announced.  The Mission Viejo High School team will be arriving 
the Saturday prior to the game.  Mr. Cavender and Mr. Stordahl are working with the 
schools from Spokane and Wenatchee in procuring reasonably-priced hotel rooms. 
 
Football – Some new management procedures will be in place for the 2005 
championships. 
 
Soccer – Girls’ soccer and A/B soccer will be returning to the same venues for the 
2005-06 championships as reported by Mr. Meyerhoff. 
 
Swim/Dive – Nothing to report at this time. 
 
Volleyball – Ms. Adsit reported that Eastern Washington University has agreed not to 
schedule a home basketball game the night of the volleyball tournament. 

 
INFORMATION Executive Board Term Expiration Dates 

Mr. Colbrese shared that the rotating Board position will be moving to District 3.    He 
also made it known that Art Jarvis and Ed Ploof will be nominated to fill the open District 
3 positions.  The terms for District 1 and 7 are expiring this year.   

 
INFORMATION Coaches Education  

Mr. Meyerhoff stated that plans for Coaches School are moving along, but that he is 
looking for a few break-out presenters.  He asked that Board members identify coaches 
within their programs that are successful in various areas of coaching, the coach in the 
building that does something special and who may be interested in presenting some 
aspect of their outstanding program.  Unfortunately, Bruce Brown is unable to present 
this year due to a scheduling conflict.  Coaching technique will be a focus on Friday 
evening.  At this time there are several activities being planned - a twilight golf 
tournament is a possibility and the Yakima Bears will be in town during the entire 
weekend.  Mr. Meyerhoff asked Board members to encourage school districts to use the 
coaches’ school as a means of remaining in compliance with coaching standards. 

 
INFORMATION WIAA Hall of Fame 

The banquet will take place on Wednesday, April 27, 2005, the Wednesday before 
Representative Assembly.  Mr. Cavender believes that there will be a sell-out crowd this 
year for the event.  Mr. Colbrese added that in the future the focus of the Hall of Fame 
needs to be athletes.  He asked Board members to consider nominating the out- 
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standing athletes who have gone through their programs in the past and take the time to 
honor those individuals. 

 
 

INFORMATION NFHS Recognitions 
Kathy Crowley was recognized by the National Federation of State High Schools 
Association’s Spirit Association as the 2005 Spirit Coach of the Year for Washington, 
and Lisa McAllister was recognized by the same association as the 2005 Spirit 
Contributor of the Year for Washington.   
 
The following individuals were selected by the NFHS Coaches Association as a 2004 
Coach of the Year for Washington:  Paul Lawrence, Everett High School – Football; 
Dean Montzingo, Kentwood High School – Boys Basketball; Rod Wilcox, King’s High 
School – Boys Cross Country; Jeff Skelly, Inglemoor High School – Softball; and Ryan 
Fleisher, Issaquah High School – Girls’ Gymnastics.   
 
The following individuals were selected by the NFHS Coaches Association as a 2004 
Northwest Sectional Coach of the Year:  Ronald Seibel, Moses Lake High School – 
Wrestling; Sharon Brandon, Kiona Benton High School – Volleyball; Peter Steiner, East 
Valley High School (Yakima) – Girls Cross Country. 
 
In addition, Ronald Seibel, Moses Lake High School, has been named the NFHS 
National Wrestling Coach of the Year. 
 
Twenty-six states participated in the awards process this year and selected 363 state 
coaches.  Of those, 121 went on to become sectional award recipients in their sports. 

 
INFORMATION Promotion and Corporate Sponsorship 

Ms. Francis distributed a working list of corporate sponsors with which the WIAA 
presently has on going agreements.  All corporate sponsors are receiving a recap of 
championship data for their use.  WIAA staff has been meeting with representatives 
from the Dairy Farmers of Washington after each tournament season and will continue 
to do so in the future.  The exchange of information has been worthwhile for all 
representatives.  A few schools in Washington have received calls from “Home Team,” 
an organization that claims to assist school districts in corporate sponsorship.  Mr. 
Colbrese has been in touch with the National Federation with regard to “Home Team.”  
NFHS does not have enough information at this time to make a recommendation 
regarding the “Home Team” organization and is offering a buyer beware stance at this 
time. 

 
INFORMATION Legal /Legislation Report – John Olson 

There has been one eligibility case that was presented at the superior court level and 
the judge hearing the case ruled for the appellant, granting eligibility.   
 
WIAA has been named in the case from Stanwood that was reported during the January 
meeting.  Mr. Colbrese has been deposed regarding the case as to the role of the WIAA 
at local sporting events. 
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Mr. Olson sited the eligibility case from District 3 that was heard at the last minute as an 
example for the need for consistent process and the education of school personnel 
dealing with eligibility hearings. 
 

 
INFORMATION Executive Director Goals 

Mr. Olson reported the Board evaluation of Mr. Colbrese’s goals is progressing. 
 

Affiliate Groups Reports 
 

State Board of Education (SBE) – No report 
 
State Principals Association (AWSP) – No report 

 
State School Directors Association (WSSDA) – Debbie Winskill reported that 
WSSDA is continuing with its Nutrition/Physical Education policy and that WSSDA is 
reviewing its cuurent committees. 

 
State Superintendents Association – The Superintendents Association leadership 
conference is April 24-26, 2005, in Seattle.  The membership is very interested in how 
decisions within the WIAA are made and the on-going improvement of communication 
between all entities. 

 
State Athletic Directors Association (WSSAAA) – Annette Duvall reported that the 
WSSAAA Annual Conference is April 11-14, 2005, in Spokane.  Registration is lower 
than expected this year, and she asked that Board members please encourage their 
athletic directors to attend.  This year the focus will be on the LTC 504-506 legal issues 
courses. 

 
State Coaches Association (WSCA) – Ed Laulainen reported that Mr. Meyerhoff 
presented the amendments to the Coaches Association for their recommendations. 

 
State Officials Association (WOA) – Todd Stordahl shared that the new gray shirts for 
basketball officials were well received at the state tournament.  There are still mixed 
comments regarding three-person mechanics, but a majority of the comments have  
been positive and that using three-person mechanics has improved the game.  The 
observation process went well, but there is always room for improvement and the 
process will continue to be evaluated.   

 
Fine Arts – No report 

 
Education Based Athletics Leadership Roundtable 
The meeting report that was distributed to roundtable participants was also distributed to 
Board members.  Mr. Colbrese hosted the meeting with Jim Sterk from Washington 
State University and Wendy Guthrie from Seattle University.  Wendy Malich, Franklin 
Pierce School District; Gil James, Newport High School; and Dan Heltsley, Bethel 
School District, represented high school athletics.  There was significant discussion 
between those attending and the round-table concept was well received.  He noted that 
collegiate level athletic programs are working to provide a sportsmanlike environment  



MINUTES 
WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 

March 20-21, 2005 
WIAA Office, Renton 

Page 13 

 

 
for athletes and spectators.  Mr. Colbrese also revealed that, according to the collegiate 
representatives, Washington student athletes are on par with or above the  
general population on academic performance.  This group will continue to meet on a 
yearly basis to maintain the contact and interaction that was achieved. 

 
NFHS INFORMATION 
The summer meeting brochure was distributed to all voting members.   

 
ANDERSEN/FALKNER moved to adjourn.  MOTION PASSED 

 
 

Next Meeting(s):   April 27, 2005 Dinner Study Session, WIAA Office 
    April 28, 2005 – WIAA Office 
    April 29, 2005 – Representative Assembly at Emerald Downs 
    April 30, 2005 – WIAA Office (if needed) 
    July 25-26, 2005 – Tri-Cities 

 


