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WASHINGTON INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION 

435 Main Avenue South, Renton, WA   98057 
Phone 425-687-8585 – Fax 425-687-9476 

Internet Address: www.wiaa.com 
 

WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD MINUTES 
September 24-25, 2006, WIAA Office, Renton, Washington 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: President Ken Axelson (District 1), Vice President Al 
Falkner (District 8), Craig Olson (District 2), Chris Bigelow (Region A), Ed Ploof (District 
3), Henry Karnofski (District 4), Wendy Malich (Region B), Rich Rouleau (District 5), Jim 
Evans (District 6), Joe Feist (District 7), Ken Lindgren (District 9), George Juarez 
(Region C), Michele Webb (At Large). 
  
HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS: Mike Burton (Fine Arts), Van Cummings (AWSP), 
Ross Hjelseth (WFIS), Ed Laulainen (WSCA), Dave Lutes (WSSAAA), Todd Stordahl 
(WOA) and Debbie Winskill (WSDDA) 
 
DISTRICT DIRECTOR:  Tom Doyle (District 2) 
 
WIAA STAFF: Executive Director Mike Colbrese; Assistant Executive Directors Andy 
Barnes, Teresa Fisher, Cindy Hettinger and Jim Meyerhoff; Legal Counsel John Olson; 
Director of Finance and Operations Leah Francis; Director of Marketing and Media 
Relations Darin Hanson; Assistant Events Coordinator Chauntelle Johnson; and 
Administrative Assistant Jeananne Tescar-Burcham  
 
The WIAA Executive Board meeting was preceded by a work session on Saturday, 
September 23, 2006.  The Board members determined the guiding principles and the 
action plan for the 2006-07 school year.   
 
Call to Order 
WIAA Executive Board President Axelson opened the Executive Board meeting at 8:30 
a.m., Sunday, September 24, 2006.  Mr. Axelson welcomed members of the Board, 
thanked them for attending and asked that introductions be made for the benefit of the 
new board members.  Vice President Falkner led the members of the Board in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
OLSON/EVANS moved to approve the agenda, the minutes of the July 24-25, 2006, 
Executive Board meeting and consensus issues.  MOTION PASSED 
 
 
Audience – Wheelchair Athletes 
Teresa Skinner, St. Luke’s Rehabilitation Institute; Bill Kemp, Cross Country 
Coach, Riverside High School; Tami English, Northwest Adaptive Sports; David 
Watts, student, Riverside High School; Crystal Horton, student, Central Valley 
High School. 
 
Ms. Skinner, on behalf of the panel, presented two videos dealing with para-athletes’ 
participation and outlined the request of wheelchair athletes to score points for their high 
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school teams during track meets.  Mr. Watts, a national record holder in his event, and 
Ms. Horton spoke about the positive impact participating with their high school teams 
has had on them, and their desire to provide a point benefit to their teams.   
 
Mr. Kemp spoke on his experiences with wheelchair athletes on the teams that he has 
coached.  He stated that his wheelchair participants meet all the practice requirements 
and meet requirements.  He explained that because they do, the athletes should be able 
to score team points.  Ms. Skinner and Ms. English shared that the number of 
wheelchair athletes in the state of Washington is growing.  If these athletes knew that 
they could score points and contribute to their high school teams, the number 
participating in WIAA events would increase.   
 
Ms. Skinner and Ms. English also shared there are a number of misconceptions about 
these athletes that contribute to coaches having concerns about their involvement.  Mr. 
Kemp shared the general consensus among coaches that wheelchair athletes create 
additional work for coaches.  In his opinion, the schools and the WIAA are overlooking 
these athletes and believes these athletes should have the same opportunities as able-
bodied athletes. 
 
Members of the Board inquired if there is support of the proposal from the cross country 
and track coaches associations.  Members also asked for suggestions on how to work 
with the organizations Ms. Skinner and Ms. English represent to educate coaches and 
administrators to address their concerns. 
 
Mr. Axelson thanked the presenters and shared that Mr. Colbrese would contact them 
regarding the Board’s discussion and decision.  He also stated that, before a final 
decision would be made, input from the schools/districts and coaches association would 
be necessary.  
 
Requests for Action - Wheelchair Athletes 
Mr. Colbrese provided the Executive Board with the history of the request and the 
preliminary inquiry made to other state associations.  He reviewed that presently each 
site is permitted to host wheelchair events so the wheelchair athletes can compete 
where their schools are competing.   
 
Members of the Board discussed the effect of wheelchair event scores being added to 
the team score and debated the impact on schools that do not have wheelchair athletes.   
Members discussed wheelchair competitors participating in the same heats as able-
bodied competitors.  Members of the Board shared their experiences with wheelchair 
competitors.   
 
Mr. Colbrese reported there has been a good reception from the cross country coaches 
to the wheelchair events at the state.   
 
Board members agreed there is a great deal of education and research that needs to 
take place before this kind of decision can be made.  Research must be done to define 
the population, examine the liability costs to schools, special transportation needs and 
the responsibility to purchase equipment.  A scoring system must be equitable to all 
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participants and establish suitable standards.  Members of the Board also contemplated 
the impact the decision would have on other sports and groups of athletes. 
 
The Executive Board determined that there would be no change for the 2006-07 school 
year and directed staff to gather additional information from other state associations and 
work with Ms. Skinner to further study the prospect of wheelchair athletes scoring during 
events. 
 
 
Audience – Renton High School Sportsmanship Plan 
Charles James, Assistant Principal, Renton High School; Rick Stubrud, Renton 
School District 
Mr. James opened his presentation with the comment that the new Renton School 
District superintendent, Mary Alice Heuschel, has taken a keen interest in the 
sportsmanship and leadership of the district.  Mr. James presented the plan that is being 
developed by the Renton High School athletic administration, its athletic coordinator and 
designated district personnel such as Mr. Stubrud.  These individuals will be responsible 
for implementing, monitoring and evaluating the building plan. 
 
Mr. James shared the goal of the proposed plan is to promote fair play and 
sportsmanship for the students, staff and parents of the athletes.  He distributed a copy 
of the school’s plan and reported the administration is committed to complying with all 
district and state regulations regarding student conduct and sports etiquette. 
 
Mr. James noted the plan is a draft, and he will be monitoring and adding to the plan 
throughout the year.  Mr. James stated that he was aware of what happened with regard 
to ejections from the past years and looks forward to reporting back to the Board about 
the improvements and success of the sportsmanship plan. 
 
Mr. James stated the specific expectation that Renton High School will have no ejections 
in the 2006-07 school year.  He explained that all the coaches will follow these 
guidelines that have been set down without hesitation or question during the 2006-07 
school year. 
 
Mr. James reported that, at the end of each season, the Renton High School athletic 
administration will evaluate the season and determine whether the coach will be retained 
or students excluded.  He stated that it is his belief that sportsmanship begins with the 
coach and the coach must set the standard for the team.  He also shared that the 
athletic administration will be evaluating poor sportsmanship as well as ejections.   
 
Mr. Stubrud stated that the Renton School District is not interested in Renton High 
School working in isolation and will be working with all Renton schools to adopt the 
Renton High School plan.   
 
Mr. Axelson thanked Mr. James for his presentation and opened the floor to the Board.  
Members discussed with Mr. James the implementation timeline and whether parents 
and coaches will support the plan.  Members also discussed the need for coaches to 
have ongoing dialogues regarding sportsmanship with athletes during practice . 
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Audience – West Seattle High School Sportsmanship Plan 
George Foster, Assistant Principal/Athletic Director, West Seattle High School 
 
Mr. Foster reported the purpose of the West Seattle High School sportsmanship plan is 
to ensure that coaches and athletes at West Seattle High School meet the standards set 
forth by the West Seattle High School discipline policy, support the athletes and coaches 
and ensure a safe environment during any interscholastic sports competition. 
 
Mr. Foster shared the following key points: 
• First Contest Ejection:  An athlete (or coach) ejected from any interscholastic 

competition (including nonleague events) will serve a one-game suspension.  
Serious infractions may result in a longer suspension. 

 
• Second Ejection:  A second ejection of an athlete or coach will result in 

suspension for the remainder of the season.  A coach’s second ejection may be 
grounds for termination.   

 
Mr. Foster stated that accountability for this sportsmanship plan will be the responsibility 
of the athletic director who will hold the coaches responsible for their actions.  Ultimately, 
the athletes and coaches will answer to, and meet with, the athletic director if any 
inappropriate action or ejections occur during any interscholastic competition.  All 
athletes participating in interscholastic sports programs at West Seattle High School sign 
a certification of the Seattle Public Schools Student Athletic Handbook and agree to 
review the policies and procedures set forth in the handbook with their parents or 
guardians.  Coaches must sign and agree to the Seattle Public Schools’ Coaches 
Manual and carry forth its policies. 
 
Mr. Foster indicated the timeline for evaluation of the sportsmanship plan is based upon 
each sports season with a full evaluation done by the athletic director, the principal, and 
vice principal.  If, during the 2006-07 school year, adjustments to this plan are 
warranted, corrective measures to the sportsmanship plan will be made. 
 
Mr. Axelson thanked Mr. Foster for his presentation. 
 
Ms. Hettinger reviewed for members of the Board the criteria for sportsmanship plans: 
Accountability, Action Plan, Evaluation Plan, Specific Expectations and Timeline 
 
 
FEIST/EVANS moved to accept the sportsmanship plans as presented by 
representatives from Renton High School and West Seattle High School and directed 
the staff to monitor their progress throughout the year and provide reports to the Board.  
MOTION PASSED 
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Financial Reports  
Year-to-Date 
Ms. Francis reported the Association is six weeks into the fiscal year and the books of 
the Association are in due order.  She reported there are no significant or material issues 
to report outside the scope of anticipated receipts and expenditures.   
 
Ms. Francis stated that, in comparison to this date during the 2005-06 fiscal year, 
revenues are up by $39,262 and expenses are up by $67,978 for a net income decrease 
of $28,716.  She noted that these changes are due in part to the timing of receipts and 
payment of expenses as well as anticipated expenses and revenue changes that have 
been accounted for in the 2006-07 WIAA Budget. 
 
Ms. Francis reported that Emerald City Kickoff Classic ticket collections are still being 
tabulated so the settlement and final financial picture of the event cannot be 
summarized.  She said a full financial report on the event will be provided at the 
December Executive Board meeting. 
 
FALKNER/PLOOF moved to approve the year-to-date financial report.  MOTION 
PASSED 
 
 
2006-07 Tournament Budgets  
Ms. Francis noted the overall tournament budget was approved by the Executive Board 
during the July 24-25, 2006, meeting.  She provided the breakdown of the individual 
tournament budgets and explained the budgets were determined by using the previous 
budgeted amount, the actual revenues and expenses.  Ms. Francis pointed out there is 
an increase of $250,000 due to the additional classification. 
 
FALKNER/PLOOF moved to approve the 2006-07 WIAA Tournament Budgets. 
MOTION PASSED 

 
 

Affiliate Group Reports 
State Principals Association (AWSP) 
Mr. Cummings reported that Washington principals are focused on the WASL results 
from the 2005-06 school year and are anticipating the impact of the 2006-07 school year 
WASL testing during this school year. 
 
State Athletic Directors Association (WSSAAA) 
Mr. Lutes discussed the plans for the 2007 WSSAAA Conference in April.  The focus of 
the conference this year will be education.  Mr. Lutes commented there continues to be 
a high turnover of athletic directors in the state of Washington and encouraged school 
representatives to support conference attendance.   
 
Fine Arts 
Mr. Burton reported there will be a new forensic coaches workshop on October 21, 2006, 
at Eastside Catholic High School.  He shared that the Washington Music Educators 
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Association (WMEA) board meeting is scheduled during October.  Mr. Burton noted that 
the fine arts championships have been scheduled around the WASL testing window. 
 
Washington Federation of Independent Schools (WFIS) 
Mr. Hjelseth reported WFIS is preparing for the fall meeting and he will be providing a 
WIAA report during the WFIS December Board meeting. 
 
State School Directors Association (WSSDA) 
Ms. Winskill reported the Tacoma community celebrated the 100th anniversary of 
Stadium High School with over 10,000 people in attendance.  Ms. Winskill shared that all 
districts will soon have to implement performance audits.  She also provided 
commentary on the Washington Learns meetings that have been taking place 
throughout the state.   
 
Washington Officials Association (WOA) 
Mr. Stordahl asked those present to encourage leagues to work with their local officials 
associations and boards in developing schedules.  Mr. Stordahl reminded members of 
the Board the need to foster a good relationship with soccer officials.  He shared that 
only a one-third of the soccer officials are willing to officiate high school soccer games. 
 
Mr. Stordahl shared with the Board that he and others will be meeting the 
representatives from the office of Employment Security regarding how officials are paid 
for services.  This matter seems to be isolated to Washington.  Mr. Stordahl shared that 
he will be working to protect the member schools and the assignors. 

 
State Coaches Association (WSCA) 
Mr. Laulainen distributed the current list of WSCA board members and the individual 
sport representatives.  He reported that the next meeting of the coaches association will 
be in October.  The focus will be how to assist the sports representatives with their 
programs. 
 
 

Readings 
Third Reading – Soccer Bracket Adjustment for Implementation in 2007-08 

First and second rounds of the state soccer tournament at regional sites be held on the Friday 
and Saturday prior to finals weekend of the state soccer tournament. 

 
Ms. Hettinger reported that when athletic directors were polled during the Fall 
Workshops there was little support for the adjustment.  Mr. Meyerhoff reviewed the 
impact of the adjustment on the current brackets.   
 
Board members provided input from their districts and discussed the impact of midweek 
play across the state.  Board members expressed concern there would be a cost 
increase for a larger number of schools if the adjustment was implemented.  Members 
further discussed coaches’ preference not to play back-to-back games.   
 
FALKNER/FEIST, on SECOND, THIRD AND FINAL READING moved to implement the 
state soccer bracket adjustment for the 2006-08 classification cycle.  MOTION 
DEFEATED 
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Second and Third Reading – Regional Wrestling Alignments.  

Mr. Meyerhoff reviewed the proposed draft for Wrestling Regional alignments; there are 
two (2) options in the 2A and 4A classifications.  Option A in the 4A classification does 
require some travel, and WIAA District 1 will be requested to place the event in the 
southern portion of District 1. 
 
He noted the regional alignments for the girls eight (8) entry tournament are subject to 
the three-week window of the 2006-07 wrestling season.  Allocations for the girls 
tournament will be finalized at the December 2006, WIAA Executive Board meeting.   
 
Mr. Meyerhoff reminded members of the Board the vote is for the alignment and not for 
regional sites.   
 
PLOOF/LINDGREN, on SECOND, THIRD AND FINAL READING, moved to approve 
option A in the 4A classification of the draft for Wrestling Regional alignments for the 
2006-07 allocation cycle.  MOTION PASSED 
 

OLSON/PLOOF, on SECOND, THIRD AND FINAL READING, moved to approve the 3A 
Wrestling Regional alignments for the 2006-07 allocation cycle as presented.  MOTION 
APPROVED 
 
PLOOF/FEIST, on SECOND, THIRD AND FINAL READING, moved to approve option A 
in the 2A classification of the draft for Wrestling Regional alignments for the 2006-07 
allocation cycle.  MOTION PASSED 
 
FEIST/PLOOF, on SECOND, THIRD AND FINAL READING, moved to approve option B 
in the 1A classification of the draft for Wrestling Regional alignments for the 2006-07 
allocation cycle.  MOTION PASSED 
 
OLSON/PLOOF, on SECOND, THIRD AND FINAL READING, moved to approve the 
1B/2B regional tournament of the draft for Wrestling Regional alignments for the 2006-07 
allocation cycle as presented.  MOTION APPROVED 
 
 
Allocations and Draws for Fall 2006-07/2007-08 
Mr. Meyerhoff reviewed the fall allocations and brackets and shared that the brackets 
were just completed prior to the Board meeting and the district directors have not 
received the information.  He asked that the Board approved the fall allocations pending 
final review by the district directors.  Mr. Meyerhoff and Ms. Hettinger reviewed the draw 
procedure and informed members of the Board that the draws were videotaped this year 
for reference in the future.   
 
OLSON/LINDGREN moved to approve the fall sports allocations pending the approval 
of the WIAA District Directors.  MOTION PASSED 
 
LINDGREN/KARNOFSKI moved to approve the football draws for 2006-07/2007-08.  
MOTION PASSED 
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LINDGREN/PLOOF moved to approve the volleyball draws for 2006-07/2007-08.  
MOTION PASSED 
 
OLSON/KARNOFSKI moved to approve the soccer draws for 2006-07/2007-08.  
MOTION PASSED 
 
 
Interpretation of 17.11.0  

Ms. Hettinger reported that the staff was asked if a coed high school soccer team 
could compete against an all girls team from another school.  The staff has 
interpreted that such competition would be permitted for subvarsity contests only, 
based upon  17.11.0. and Appendix 2 POSITION STATEMENT ON BOYS AND 
GIRLS PROGRAMS.   

 
FEIST/LINDGREN moved to support the staff interpretation regarding coed high school 
soccer games against an all girls team from another school at the nonvarsity level.  
MOTION PASSED 
 
 
Bellevue School District Request 
Mr. Colbrese reviewed the letter received from the Bellevue School District addressing 
allegations that individuals associated with the Bellevue football program have been 
recruiting potential players.  The letter stated the Bellevue School District conducted an 
investigation and no evidence of recruitment was found.  The investigation did discover 
that the Bellevue Football Booster Club contributed substantially to the football coaching 
stipend.   
 
Mr. Colbrese shared that the Bellevue School District is requesting that the WIAA 
consider providing guidance to schools to identify whether, and if so what, limits should 
be placed on various types of booster club support for school programs.  Mr. Colbrese, 
shared that the Association has never been asked to have a discussion about coaches 
stipends nor been asked to be involved in a salary issue. 
 
The Board directed staff to gather data on coaching stipends and school district policies 
pertaining to outside organizations paying coaches. 
 
 
Request from Pacific 1B League for Eighth Grade Participation 
Mr. Colbrese reviewed the request from the Pacific 1B League to experiment with eighth 
graders being allowed to participate at all of the league’s schools.  He shared the 
request of league representatives that the present rule allowing small schools (under 75 
students) to use eighth graders in order to help the high school programs should be 
adjusted to align with all schools in the 1B classification. 
 
Members of the Board discussed the merits of the proposal and instructed staff to draft 
language for an amendment and to continue to provide waivers as necessary. 
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OLSON/FEIST moved that all 1B classification high schools be allowed to utilize eighth 
graders as high school participants.  MOTION DEFEATED  
 
 
Amateur Rule  
Mr. Barnes reported that the National Federation of High Schools (NFHS) staff 
conducted an inquiry on the WIAA’s behalf.  All state associations were sent the 
following question: “In your state, would a student-athlete be able to retain both the 
contest prize and his/her eligibility in the relevant (hole-in-one contest, half-court shots) 
sport, assuming the value of the prize exceeded the limit of your awards rule?”   
 
Mr. Barnes shared that 21 states responded, and the results were not significant to 
recommend the WIAA change the current rule.   
 
Members of the Board agreed to support the staff interpretation that all awards must be 
less than the $100 limit in order for the student to maintain amateur standing.   
 
 
Handbook Review 
During the July meeting, members of the Board had requested a systematic method to 
review Association rules.  Mr. Colbrese presented a schedule for the Board to review a 
section of the WIAA Handbook during each Executive Board meeting.  Mr. Colbrese 
shared that the proposed schedule ensures that all Association rules would be reviewed 
every three years.   
 
 
Recent Interpretations 
Ms. Hettinger reviewed recent staff interpretations for endorsement by the Executive 
Board.   
 
#1  If a student does not have a current physical examination clearance but participates 
in the preseason practices, can those practices count toward meeting the minimum 
practice requirements.  Answer:  “no”.  According to the WIAA Handbook, the only 
preseason requirement prior to the first practice is a physical examination.   
 
#2  How is the player affected if a football team participates in a jamboree on Tuesday 
and a regular game on Thursday? Answer: For the purposes of the player limitation, 
participating in one to twenty (20) snaps shall be the same as participating in one (1) 
quarter of a regular game; twenty-one (21) to forty (40) snaps shall be the same as 
participating in two (2) quarters of a regular game.  
 
Members of the Board discussed the likelihood of the jamboree situation with the 
increase in the number of games in which a school can participate.  Members agreed to 
support both interpretations.  The safety of a participant is the first concern in both 
situations.   
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Action Planning Committees for 2006-07 
Board President Axelson reviewed the committee suggestions that were discussed 
during the work session on Saturday, September 23, 2006. 
 
Ms. Hettinger and Mr. Meyerhoff shared that, during the Fall Workshops, school 
representatives have been asked to complete a survey detailing their schools’ academic 
standard.  The surveys will be compiled following the final workshop.  Mr. Colbrese cited 
the request from the Federal Way School District that the WASL be considered a part of 
the WIAA academic standard.  
 
Ms. Hettinger reminded the Board that, during previous Board meetings, the staff was 
directed to research the need for consistent crowd behavior and management 
guidelines.  Ms. Hettinger recommended that the Executive Board convene a committee 
to establish sportsmanship rules that are consistent at the league, district, and state 
levels. 
 
OLSON/KARNOFSKI moved to approve the WIAA Transfer Rule and Scholastic Rule 
Committee.  MOTION APPROVED 
 
Mr. Olson, Mr. Ploof, Mr. Axelson, Mr. Karnofski, Mr. Falkner and Mr. Bigelow 
volunteered to sit on the WIAA Transfer and Scholastic Rule Committee. 
 
Ms. Malich and Ms. Winskill volunteered to sit on the WIAA Sportsmanship Committee. 
 
 
Special Events   
Emerald City Volleyball Invitational 
Ms. Hettinger reviewed the event that took place at Eastlake High School on Friday, 
September 1, 2006.  She noted that four of the eight teams participating were schools 
with football teams participating in the Emerald City Kickoff Classic.  Ms. Hettinger stated 
that the tournament utilized an aggressive game schedule, and modifications were made 
with all the coaches in agreement.  She shared that it was a successful event, although it 
was not a financial success.  Ms. Hettinger relayed that Eastlake High School has voiced 
interest in hosting the event in the future.   
 
Emerald City Kickoff Classic 
Mr. Stordahl, who served as the event manager, reported that the event was a success 
for the Association.   
 
Mr. Stordahl reported that the Punahou-Eastlake match-up was an exciting culminating 
game following a full day of football.  He shared with the Board the comradeship that 
took place between the two schools prior to game day.  Eastlake High School students 
successfully hosted the students from Punahou on Thursday, before the volleyball 
invitational.   
 
Mr. Stordahl stated that the preliminary attendance was approximately 8500, which is 
consistent with previous years with the exception of the Bellevue-De La Salle event year.   
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Mr. Stordahl then announced that Mr. Barnes will be taking over the event for next year.  
 
Mr. Barnes reported that the 2007 event will include smaller schools, and there will be no 
out-of-state team participating in the event.  He also reported that in 2008 there is 
another event scheduled for the Saturday of Labor Day weekend at Qwest Field, hence 
the Emerald City Kickoff Classic will have to be played on Monday, Labor Day, or the 
following week.  He noted that contrary to the prediction, there was no difference in the 
gate when the game was played on Monday.  Mr. Barnes also noted that the schools  
agreeing to participate need to commit to selling tickets to the event; the Association can 
not count on the walk-up crowd.  Mr. Barnes will work with Mr. Hanson to develop 
marketing within the communities of participating teams.  
 
Members of the Board authorized Mr. Barnes to select a committee for the event 
encompassing coaches and athletic directors. 
 
 
Salute to Spirit 
Ms. Hettinger reviewed the event for new board members and reported that the event is 
scheduled for Saturday, January 27, 2007, at the Everett Events Center.  She 
commented that the directors have been promoting the event at all of the Fall 
Workshops. 
 
State Events 
Fall Events Update  
Ms. Hettinger reported that the 2006 Fall Tournament Managers will meet on October 
12, 2006.  She noted that Scott Parker, the manager for 3A, 4A volleyball at the Toyota 
Center in Kennewick, is the only new manager. 
 
 
Tournament Updates 
Cross Country 
Mr. Colbrese reported that he was met with event managers Le Burns and John 
Crawford.  He also reported that at the request of the cross country coaches the course 
has been adjusted to alleviate some of the tight turns.  Mr. Colbrese encouraged Board 
members to attend. 
 
Football 
Mr. Meyerhoff reported that the new carpet has been delivered to the Tacoma Dome and 
event preparations are on schedule.   
 
Girls Soccer 
Mr. Meyerhoff reviewed the sites and stated everything is underway for a successful 
championship tournament. 
 
Girls Swimming and Diving 
Mr. Barnes reported that due to the number of teams and allocations there will be a 
separate 2A championship meet this year.  He has met with meet managers. 
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Volleyball 
Ms. Hettinger reported everything is on schedule. 
 
 
Winter Events Update 
Basketball 
Ms. Hettinger reported that the managers have been named for the tournaments in 
Seattle.  Al Hairston will be the manager of the 3A Boys State Basketball Championship, 
and Lisa Faidley will be the manager of the 3A Girls State Basketball Championship.  
She also reported that Dean Naffziger will manage the basketball events taking place at 
the Tacoma Dome.    
 
Bowling 
Mr. Barnes reported that he will be forming a committee to discuss the format of the 
tournament.  He shared that the format from league to league is different and there is a 
need to establish a uniform format for the season.  Mr. Barnes will have 
recommendations to the Board for the December meeting.  
 
Cheer/Dance/Drill 
Ms. Hettinger and Ms. Fisher reported planning for both championships is on schedule.   
 
Gymnastics 
Ms. Fisher stated planning is on schedule. 
 
Boys Swimming and Diving 
Mr. Barnes stated planning is on schedule. 
 
Wrestling 
Mr. Meyerhoff stated planning is on schedule.  He noted tournament adjustments are 
being made to accommodate the additional classification and the girls championship. 
 
 
Spring Season Events Update 
Baseball 
Ms. Hettinger reported that the current major league baseball schedule permits using 
Safeco Field as the site of the 3A, 4A State Baseball Championships, but the schedule 
will go through several drafts before it is finalized.  Ms. Hettinger reported that if Safeco 
Field is not available the 3A State Baseball Championships will be held in Yakima and 
the 4A State Baseball Championships will be held in Spokane. 
 
Mr. Meyerhoff and Ms. Hettinger reported that 1B, 2B, 1A, and 2A schools have asked 
that the baseball and softball sites be adjusted so that classification tournaments are 
played in the same geographical area as the state softball championships.  Mr. 
Meyerhoff recommended that the softball sites remain where they have been placed and 
that the baseball sites be adjusted.   
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LINDGREN/OLSON moved that the 1B, 2B State Baseball Championships be placed in 
Yakima and the 1A, 2A State Baseball Championships be placed in Wenatchee.  
MOTION PASSED 
 
Golf 
Mr. Barnes reported that he is working to finalize the event courses.  He shared that 
practice rounds will be taking place later in the day on Monday to accommodate course 
demands.   
 
Boys Soccer 
Mr. Meyerhoff reported that tournament plans are on schedule.  He reminded the Board 
that although some schools play fall tennis and golf, the allocations will not be 
determined until March.  He encouraged Board members to remind fall leagues to 
submit the fall league results to the district directors. 
 
Softball 
Ms. Fisher reported that tournament plans are on schedule.   
 
Tennis 
Ms. Hettinger reported that tournament plans are on schedule. 
 
Track 
Mr. Colbrese reviewed the e-mail that was sent to Board members about the concerns 
that have arisen about the layout of the Bellingham site.  Mr. Colbrese recommended 
that the 1A, 2A State Track and Field Championships be moved to Mount Tahoma High 
School as the Bellingham site is not ready to host a state level meet.  

 
OLSON/PLOOF moved that the site for the 1A, 2A State Track and Field 
Championships be relocated to Mount Tahoma High School for the 2006-07 and 2007-
08 school years.  MOTION PASSED 

 

Elimination of the Girls 4 x 200 
Mr. Colbrese reviewed the request submitted by representatives of Pasco High School 
to eliminate the girls 4 X 200 from the WIAA State Track and Field Championships.  Mr. 
Colbrese shared the history of the event – the 4 x 200 was implemented before the girls 
pole vault event to allow for an equal number of events for both boys and girls.   
 
Members of the Board discussed that most large schools have girls pole vault but many 
of the small schools do not and are in favor of keeping the 4 x 200 as an event for girls. 
 
The Executive Board directed Mr. Colbrese to meet with members of the Washington 
State Track Coaches Association for recommendations.   
 
 
Executive Director Goals 
Mr. Colbrese reviewed the goal-setting and evaluation process of the Executive Director.  
He shared his goals for the 2006-07 school year and answered questions from members 
of the Board. 
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Malich/Ploof moved to accept the 2006-07 goals of the Executive Director.  MOTION 
PASSED 
 
 
Board Goals 
Mr. Axelson reviewed the process that the Executive Board went through during the 
September 23, 2006, meeting to establish the guiding principles for the 2006-07 school 
year.  Members of the Board discussed the wording of the guiding principles and each 
member was asked to sign the declaration.   
 
Board members discussed the advantages and disadvantages of increasing the amount 
of information that is distributed electronically.  The Board will revisit the issue during 
subsequent meetings.   
 
Proposed Editorial Changes/Potential Amendments for 2006-07  
Members of the Board directed WIAA staff to draft language for an amendment 
permitting a school board member who is a member of the WSSDA IAC be eligible for 
the WIAA Executive Board.   
 
Members of the Board discussed out-of-season participation as a condition of school 
participation, the differences between directing and coaching and the Executive Board’s 
authority to review and act upon league and district rule violations. 
 
EVANS/LINDGREN moved to direct staff to make editorial changes clarifying the 
violation review process and governance.  MOTION PASSED 
 
Winter Coalition Meeting   
The Winter Coalition meeting will take place on Monday, January 22, 2007, at Emerald 
Downs.  Members of the Board discussed having Mr. Axelson provide a short 
presentation to league representatives and the members of Representative Assembly on 
guiding principles.  
 
 
REPORTS AND OTHER INFORMATION  
Legal Report 
Mr. Olson provided an update of legal action in which the Association is involved.  He 
reviewed the result of the eligibility case that went through the federal court system.  The 
student was deemed eligible.   
 
Mr. Olson reported that the case pending in Yakima was granted a temporary injunction 
allowing the athlete to participate.  The athlete’s attorney has requested Association 
documents.  He shared there are two other eligibility cases that are pending. 
 
Mr. Olson stated there is one personal injury case where depositions have been taken 
and is still in the investigative portion of the case. 
 
Mr. Olson informed the Executive Board that the parents of the two gymnastics athletes 
from Skyview High School who appeared before the Board have filed in Clark County 
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Court asking for a judge to overturn the Executive Board’s March and July decisions.  
Skyview High School is not involved in the case. 
 
Mr. Olson reported that he and Mr. Colbrese have met with Greg Brashear, the athletic 
department liaison from the Seattle School District.  Mr. Brashear presented the 
following steps to satisfy the sanctions imposed on Chief Sealth High School: 

• All head coaches were provided with 2006-07 WIAA Handbooks. 
• All head coaches were provided with 2006-07 coaches manuals.  A signed 

acknowledgement of receipt is kept on file.  KingCo League head coaches were 
provided KingCo League handbooks. 

• All fall sport athletes were provided with a 2006-07 Student Handbook.  An 
acknowledgement of receipt signed by the athletes and parents is kept on file. 

• All of the above publications have sections referencing recruiting. 
• Seattle School District administrators met with all Seattle School athletic 

directors.  The athletic directors were directed to meet with all of their coaches 
and inform them of changes in procedure. 

• Mr. Brashear met with the Chief Sealth principal, athletic director and registrar to 
set up procedures for monitoring eligibility and waivers granted.  Seattle School 
District administrators will review the district’s computer system procedure for 
overrides.  Records of these actions will be kept on file. 

• All athletic directors are to attend a 2006 WIAA Fall Workshop. 
• All coaches will be encouraged to attend the Coaches School sponsored by 

KingCo League in October. 
 
Mr. Olson reported that a former member of the Chief Sealth girls basketball team has 
acquired the services of an attorney and filed an appeal of the Executive Board decision.  
Neither the Seattle School District nor Chief Sealth High School is involved in this action.   
 
Mr. Colbrese announced that Mr. Olson has filed as a lobbyist in Olympia to represent 
the Association.   
 
 
Scholastic Cup  
Mr. Barnes reported that the Scholastic Cup competition was very competitive last year, 
and the winners were not determined until after the spring state championships.  All of 
the cups have been presented, and Mr. Barnes thanked those Board members who 
assisted in the presentation of the awards.  Mr. Barnes added that, with the introduction 
of the State Cheerleading Championships, those points will be added for this school 
year. 
 
 
Just Play Fair! 
Ms. Hettinger reported that the number of ejections for the 2005-06 school year equaled 
the 2004-05 school year.  The difference between the two school years is the number of 
coaches who were ejected.  Mr. Meyerhoff reported that 75 percent of the ejections were 
from 3A and 4A schools.   
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Ms. Hettinger reviewed the list of schools that demonstrated sportsmanship 
improvement from the 2004-05 school year.  These schools have received a letter from 
the Association congratulating them on the improvement.   She noted that schools with 
five or more ejections were sent a letter requesting a written plan for sportsmanship 
improvement and those schools that appear on the list two consecutive years will now 
appear before the Executive Board to present a plan for sportsmanship improvement.   
 
Ms. Hettinger reviewed the sample letter that will be sent to WIAA Districts that have five 
or more ejections for two consecutive years requesting WIAA district representatives 
appear before the Executive Board to present the WIAA district’s plan to improve 
sportsmanship. 
 
Members of the Board requested that Mr. Stordahl review the process that is followed 
when ejections are received by the WOA.  Mr. Stordahl stated that a copy of the ejection 
is faxed to the school along with a letter.  The WIAA assistant director responsible for the 
sport is given a copy of the ejection.  Ms. Hettinger shared that when a coach is ejected 
the superintendent also receives a letter and a data collection sheet must be returned by 
the offending school. 
 
 
Hall of Fame Update 
Mr. Barnes reported that the Hall of Fame Screening Committee will meet on December 
12, 2006.  The Hall of Fame Ceremony will be April 25, 2007, at the Yakima Convention 
Center.   
 
 
Coaches Education 
WIAA Coaches School 
Mr. Meyerhoff reviewed the 2006 Coaches School and shared that attendance for 2006 
was the largest since the inception of Coaches School.  He reported that the student 
panel was well received and will be a part of the program in the future.   
 
Mr. Colbrese recapped the presentation of the 2006 Curt and Chee Chee Bruskland 
Service Award.  Mike Day of Rosalia was the recipient.  Mr. Day is a longtime volunteer 
at WIAA tournaments and area events in Rosalia.   
 
Mr. Meyerhoff assured the Board that preparations for the 11th Annual Coach School are 
underway.   
 
Coaching Standards Report 
Mr. Meyerhoff reported that member schools have completed the fifth year of the WIAA 
Coaching Standards compliance process, and he supplied members of the Board with 
the 2006 report.  2006 is the third year of required coaching standards compliance by 
schools.  To be in compliance, a school must have a minimum of 80 percent of its 
coaches in compliance with the WIAA Coaching Standards.  Each school is asked to 
submit a plan to attain 100 percent compliance.   
 
Mr. Meyerhoff stated over 89 percent of the high schools submitted compliance reports, 
of which 5.6 percent were out of compliance by not meeting the 80 percent compliance 
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minimum.  There were 64.2 percent of the middle schools submitting compliance 
reports, of which 30 middle schools were out of compliance by not meeting the 80 
percent compliance minimum.  There were 152 middle schools that did not submit a 
compliance report. 
 
Mr. Meyerhoff noted that the six WIAA Coaching Standards Regional Facilitators - Pat 
Alexander, Jim Brucker, Tom Doyle, Pat Hoonan, Joe Richer and Jan Truant - will be 
making contact in September and October with all schools that did not report coaches’ 
compliance as well as those schools that indicated they were out of compliance with the 
WIAA Coaching Standards.  The Regional Facilitators will work with each school to 
assist with record keeping and coaching education opportunities so that the schools can 
be in compliance for the 2006-07 school year.   
 
 
Online Rules Clinics Report 
Mr. Stordahl reported that seven of the online clinics were launched this fall.  He shared 
that the golf and tennis are already done.  Winter clinics will be online December 1, 
2006, and spring clinics will be up on February 12, 2007.  Mr. Stordahl noted there has 
been some difficulty for MAC users, but a new program is going to be implemented that 
is more user-friendly for MAC users.  Mr. Meyerhoff encouraged members of the Board 
to register and take the tests to view the product.  Staff members shared that they were 
proud of the product, and although there have been some technology difficulties, the 
clinics have been well-received.  
 
 
WIAA Fall Workshops Report 
Mr. Meyerhoff reported that technology continues to be a big part of the 2006 Fall 
Workshops.  In addition, Mr. Dick Langum from Canfield and Associates has recorded a 
risk management piece that has been incorporated into the presentation.  Mr. Meyerhoff 
commented that attendance has increased at most of the workshops.  Mr. Meyerhoff will 
provide a final report during the December Executive Board meeting.   
 
 
Promotions, Corporate Sponsorship and Public Awareness  
Mr. Hanson reviewed the Corporate Partnership and Marketing Report included in the 
Board information.  He reported that the staff will be meeting with representatives from 
the Dairy Farmers of Washington later in the fall.  2006-07 is the last year of a three year 
contract.  Mr. Hanson also reported that 24hour Fitness will no longer be a corporate 
sponsor.  The 24hour Fitness representative informed Mr. Hanson that the company will 
be focusing on collegiate partnerships. 
 
Mr. Hanson shared that the FastBreak publication that has been sent via e-mail in PDF 
format will now be available on the WIAA Web site as a monthly publication.  The 
Association will continue to publish the Interscholastic magazine.   
 
Mr. Hanson informed the Board that representatives from the championship baseball 
and softball teams were invited to Safeco Field to throw out the first pitch at a game 
during the summer.  Mr. Hanson distributed pictures of the event.   
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Assistant Events Coordinator Chauntelle Johnson outlined the plan to launch a number 
of community outreach programs this school year.  

Future Champions 
This program is designed to give nonprofit youth organizations throughout the 
state of Washington the chance to experience a fun-filled day at a WIAA State 
Championship Event.  The selected organization will be guests of the WIAA for 
the entire day.  Event passes and parking may be coupled with other items 
chosen by the WIAA, the host site and the event partner.  Some possibilities 
include T-shirts, opportunities to participate in halftime presentations and 
activities, meals, championship memorabilia, event partner memorabilia, etc.  
Selected organizations should not expect to just pick up passes at the gate, but 
to have an exciting day with a WIAA staff representative as their host.  
 

LEAP – Leadership through Education, Activities, and Personal Development 
The LEAP committee will be made up of junior and senior student-athletes who 
want to be actively involved in the activities of the WIAA.  Two representatives, 
male and female, will be selected from each WIAA district, with a variety of race, 
classification, and sport teams represented.  The student-athletes will work with 
WIAA staff members at events to help coordinate community service projects 
and/or other areas beneficial to personal growth and give a positive 
representation of WIAA student athletes. 
 

Intern Program 
The intern program will expand maximize the experience for both the WIAA staff 
and the intern.  Criteria is being developed defining the expectations and 
requirements for becoming a WIAA intern.  Contact will be made with area 
colleges and universities notifying appropriate programs that internship 
opportunities are available ongoing within the Association. 
 

Staff Outreach 
The WIAA staff members have made arrangements to visit Children’s Hospital 
on October 23, 2006, dressed as superheroes to reverse trick or treat for 
Halloween .  Staff members will spend time with patients working on craft items 
and interacting with each other and the young patients.  Staff will continue their 
involvement with local adopt-a-family and food drive programs.   

 
 
NFHS  
Section 7 & 8 Meeting Report 
Mr. Colbrese, Mr. Axelson, Mr. Olson and Mr. Ploof attended the Section 7 & 8 meeting 
held in Oregon.  Eleven western state associations were in attendance.  Mr. Colbrese 
commented that this is a unique opportunity to learn about programs in other state 
associations.  He also noted that Section 7 & 8 are the only sections that combine for a 
meeting.  The Section 7 & 8 meeting will be in Utah in 2007. The WIAA will be hosting 
the meeting in 2008.   
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NCAA - Team First 
Mr. Colbrese reported that he met with representatives from the NCAA.  He shared that 
the NCAA has a program targeting high profile boys basketball players and providing 
education about the NCAA academic requirements.  These players are as young as 
eight years old.  The NCAA staff members requested support of the program by the 
WIAA.  Mr. Colbrese relayed that he hopes the program will expand in the future to send 
the academic eligibility message to a broader population.   
 
BIGELOW/OLSON moved to adjourn the September 24-25, 2006, meeting of the WIAA 
Executive Board. 
 
Submitted by: 
Ken Axelson, WIAA Board President 
Mike Colbrese, WIAA Executive Director 
Jeananne Tescar-Burcham, Recorder 

 
Next Meeting(s):   

December 3-4, 2006 WIAA Office 
January 20-21, 2007 WIAA Office 
January 22, 2007 Winter Coalition 
March 25-26, 2007 Yakima 
April 21-22, 2007 WIAA Office 
April 23, 2007 Representative Assembly 
July 23-24, 2007 TBA 
 


