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BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: President Henry Karnofski (District 4), Vice President 
Joe Feist (District 7), Harlan Kredit (District 1), Craig Olson (District 2), Chris Bigelow 
(Region A), Ed Ploof (District 3), Wendy Malich (Region B), Rich Rouleau (District 5), 
Loren Sandhop (District 6), Al Falkner (District 8), Ken Lindgren (District 9), George 
Juarez (Region C), and Michele Webb (At-Large).  
 
HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS:  Ross Hjelseth (WFIS), Ed Laulainen (WSCA), 
Laurie Levine (Fine Arts), Terry Beckstead (WOA), Dave Tikker (WSSSAAA), and Tom 
Doyle (District Directors). 
 
WIAA STAFF: Mike Colbrese, Executive Director; Cindy Adsit, Andy Barnes, Teresa 
Fisher, Jim Meyerhoff, and John Miller, Assistant Executive Directors; Leah Francis, 
Director of Finance and Operations; Andy Knapp, Director of Marketing, Promotions and 
Corporate Relations; and Sarah Cooper Wisness, Manager of Information and 
Communications.  
 
Call to Order 
WIAA Executive Board President Karnofski opened the Executive Board meeting at 
12:45 PM on Monday, July 27, 2009.  Mr. Karnofski welcomed the members of the 
Board and thanked them for attending.   The Board members reviewed and discussed 
the 2008-10 Executive Board goals, state tournament formats and draw criteria prior to 
the start of the meeting.   

 
Mr. Colbrese presented a general proposal to review current WIAA district boundaries 
and responsibilities, reformat state tournaments, and possibly alter the organizational 
structure of the Association.  The WIAA Handbook rule 5.5.1 requires that the district 
boundaries be reviewed at least every ten (10) years.  Each of the subcommittees 
discussed potential ramifications of a change in structure as well as tournament formats.  
The group assigned the next phase of the discussion to the Executive Committee, which 
will meet at 10 AM on September 27, 2009. 
 
District Reports:  Each Board member gave a summary report of recent activities or 
issues in his/her respective district.   
District 9:  Ken Lindgren reported that the district finance report was approved.  First 

rounds of the basketball playoffs were played at home sites, which increased 
overall revenue.  Their board discussed the use of four officials in football 
(instead of five as previously used); approved the District 9 constitution, 
standard operating procedures, rules and regulations, and track records. 

District 8: Al Falkner reported that the principals and activity coordinators meet every 
year in June.  Revenue increased from the previous year.  Concerns were 
expressed about the length of the 2A, 3A, 4A state track meet (teams in 



 WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
July 27-28, 2009 

WIAA office, Renton, Washington 
Page 2 

 
Spokane left on Wednesday and returned on Sunday), and questions were 
raised about possibly staggering the event as in other sports (Thursday-Friday 
for one classification; Friday-Saturday for two classifications, with 
classifications rotating each year).  KHQ TV has a second channel that will 
broadcast high school sports once per week on TV and will video stream more 
often on the Web. 

District 7: Joe Feist reported that the district set meeting dates for 2009-10.  There was 
much discussion about state tournament formats in all sports.  Some leagues 
are planning to use four officials and some will use five officials in football.  A 
meeting was held with athletic directors, principals, and superintendents to 
address schedules and travel. 

District 6: Loren Sandhop reported that Steve Chamberlin will be the president of the 
district for 2009-10.  The district is solid financially.  A September meeting is 
planned for the managers of all district level events.  The Caribou Trail League 
expressed concerns about the “glue” and will work directly with the WIAA 
Executive Board on this issue. 

District 5: Rich Rouleau reported that finances overall increased from the previous year.  
Concerns were expressed about the length of the 2A, 3A, 4A track meet.  
There was expressed frustration that participants from the same school were 
started at different holes during the practice rounds for state golf. 

District 4: Henry Karnofski reported that the 3A and 4A schools are requesting an 
increase in ticket prices.  A training session for new athletic directors will be 
held in August.  Potential changes in the leagues were discussed.  The district 
is financially solid.  Schools are creatively scheduling sub-varsity contests. 

District 3: Ed Ploof reported that district 3 had financially successful tournaments in the 
spring.  League alignment and structure continues to be a main discussion 
item.  The Narrows League, which has been a 4A league, has agreed to 
accept 3A schools in order to maintain some traditional rivalries.  A separate 
training for new athletic directors will be held in August.  Wendy Malich added 
that some leagues have also discussed the possibility of reducing the number 
of football officials from five to four.   

District 2: Craig Olson reported that the Kingco League athletic directors held their 
annual retreat in June and focused on allocations for league tournaments and 
scheduling for league events.  All Kingco school principals and athletic 
directors will meet in August to focus on sportsmanship. 

District 1: Harlan Kredit reported that the district finances are in good shape.  The fall 
workshop scheduled in District 1 was changed due to a request by those 
schools. 

Mr. Colbrese reminded Board members that the decision to utilize five football officials 
was negotiated between the leagues and the football associations.  If the leagues are 
interested in returning to four, the associations must agree.  If both groups can not reach 
agreement, both the WIAA and WOA would assist in developing a concession. 
 
CONSENSUS ISSUES  
Olson/Malich moved to approve the agenda, the April 22-24, 2009, minutes and the 
consensus issues.  MOTION PASSED. 
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AFFILIATE GROUP REPORTS 
WSSAAA  REPORT 
Dave Tikker reported that he has gathered data from schools to promote the value of 
activities.  The WSSAAA Conference will be April 18-21, 2010, which is the same time 
as the Oregon conference.  The conflict will not necessarily have an impact on the 
attendees, but may affect vendors.  Conference information will be distributed much 
earlier this year to encourage attendance.  The national executive directors’ conference 
will be in Idaho in September, with Mr. Colbrese as a featured speaker.  Mr. Tikker 
reported that a budget committee was formed and that the 2009-10 budget has been 
developed. 
 
FINE ARTS REPORT 
Ms. Levine provided a report that the national conferences for debate and drama have 
been held over the summer.  January and February are the heavy times for music 
events, with the state conference held in late April in Ellensburg.  She provided the 
2009-10 Washington Thespians dates as follows:  October 9 – Teacher Inservice; 
October 10 – Technical Conference at Roosevelt High School; January 16 - Individual 
Events at Redmond High School; February 13 – Individual Events at Hanford High 
School; State Drama Conference – March 18,19,20 at Central Washington University. 
She added that the State Solo and Ensemble Contests will be held at Central 
Washington University on April 23 and 24.  Mr. Colbrese is working with the music 
association to develop a plan to provide qualified adjudicators throughout the state. 
 
WASHINGTON OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION (WOA) 
Terry Beckstead provided a summary of the time and work spent in developing the 
WIAA/WOA statewide agreement.  
  
WFIS REPORT 
Ross Hjelseth reported that he shared the amendments passed during the 2009 
Representative Assembly meeting at the spring WFIS meeting.  As a cost-saving 
measure, WFIS is no longer renting office space in the WIAA building. 
 
WSCA REPORT 
Ed Laulainen reported that the WSCA executive board will meet in August.  Feeder and 
all state games were played in several sports, including fast pitch softball, volleyball, and 
football, with the first event (basketball) in March.  Mr. Laulainen added that the 
concussion management information is a focus for all coaches.  He also stated that 40 
school districts currently pay for all coaches within their districts to be members of the 
WSCA.  Ms. Adsit added that WSCA Treasurer Jerry Parrish was instrumental in 
resolving an issue with the baseball feeder games in May, and in conjunction with the 
baseball representatives on the coaches board, helped to ensure that the games will not 
require time out of school. 
 
District Directors 
Tom Doyle reported that the June 3, 2009, District Directors meeting was beneficial and 
that the minutes were included in the packet and posted on the WIAA Website. 
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SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
Finance Committee:  Joe Feist stated that the 2008-09 school year, financially, was a 
good year for the Association.   The subcommittee devoted its time in evaluating the 
2009-10 Association budget prior to the third and final reading. 
 
Calendar/Culminating Events Committee:  Wendy Malich shared the request by Scott 
Chamberlain of W.F. West High School to rotate all state baseball championships with 
the 3A and 4A state baseball championships held at Safeco Field.  Staff was directed to 
develop some options, which would include all classifications playing at Safeco Field, for 
further discussion during the September meeting. 
 
Handbook Committee:  Rich Rouleau reported that, in addition to the interpretations as 
needed, the committee will develop a schedule of rules review through the year.  
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
Year-to-Date Financial Summary 
Director of Finance and Operations Leah Francis presented the year-to-date financial 
report, including the 2008-09 final tournament report.  Ms. Francis shared that even with 
a ticket price increase attendance is up from last year.  While net income for fall is 
slightly above projections, and well below projections in winter, it rebounded in the 
spring.  Overall tournament net income was greater than projected.  Ms. Francis shared 
that the Association is also under budget in tournament expenses, operations expenses, 
development expenses and statewide activities expenses.  The overall outcome is better 
than 2007-08 and the Association will have a positive net income for 2008-09. 
 
Ms. Francis shared that a number of cost-saving measures made by the Executive 
Board and WIAA Staff that have had a positive effect on the finances of the association.  
In addition, the Association has contributed to the membership by; paying off the building 
loan, paying for WIAA district insurance since 2003-04 (a savings of approximately 
$350,000 to the WIAA districts), and will be covering the L&I shortage for the schools 
during 2008-09 and 2009-10. 
 
Ms. Francis also shared that L& I costs have continued to increase at an unpredictable 
rate each year.  These are the costs the member schools pay for L&I on officials for their 
regular season ballgames.  After 2008-09, the amount paid in by the schools is less than 
the cost for member schools L&I.  The board approved to have the Association pay the 
shortage in the member school L&I account for 2008-09 and 2009-10, after which time 
the L&I fees will re-evaluated. 
 
Feist/Olson moved approve the Year-to-Date report with the following addition:  make 
an additional $156,000 deposit ($85,000 has already been included in the budget) into 
the reserve accounts using the net income for 2008-09.  Seventy percent of the 
contribution will be dedicated to the reimbursement account and 30 percent will be 
dedicated to the operation reserves.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
Ms. Francis presented the WIAA 2009-10 budget for a third reading.  There were a few 
minor line-item adjustments from the second reading to the third reading, with the 
biggest adjustment coming from a decrease in sponsorship monies (Wells Fargo opted 
not to renew its presenting sponsorship; the title sponsorships by the Dairy Farmers of 
Washington and Les Schwab will be slightly reduced.) 
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Feist/Lindgren moved to approve the 2009-2010 WIAA budget on third reading with 
changes.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
READINGS 
Presented for Second Reading – Board Must Approve All Agreements Between 
Districts: 
This proposed policy adds the WIAA Executive Board as the final step in approving all 
agreements regarding the sharing of allocations between districts. 
Lindgren/Olson moved to approve on second reading.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
REQUESTS FOR ACTION 
Request for Experiment (Whitman County Junior High League, Coastal B Middle 
Level League, Shoreline School District Middle League):  Ken Lindgren requested 
that the junior high league be allowed to have two games per day in basketball.  The 
initial experiment approved by the WIAA Executive Board allowed for high school sub-
varsity squads to play two games in a day.  That experiment was so well received that 
the 2009 Representative Assembly passed the amendment to allow all sub-varsity 
squads to play two games in a day.  Mr. Lindgren felt the option should be available for 
middle level squads as well. 
Olson/Kredit moved to approve the experiment request by the middle level school 
leagues to allow multiple contests in a day with the provision that the leagues provide 
the WIAA office with feedback and that an amendment be presented for the 2010 
Representative Assembly.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
Request from the Chelan School District and the Caribou Trail League, District 6, 
to Eliminate the “Glue” 
Mr. Colbrese presented the letter submitted by the Chelan School District and the 
Caribou Trial League requesting that the “glue” be eliminated in future years.  The “glue” 
provides for a district with only one allocation to appeal to a neighboring district to 
provide an opportunity for the second place team to qualify for state.  Mr. Meyerhoff 
shared that a district could appeal to “glue” if it has one more school than the number of 
schools required to qualify for one allocation.  District 6 believes that districts should not 
be forced to combine.  Representatives of the Caribou Trail League will be invited for an 
audience during the September executive board meeting.  
 
Approval of Statewide Agreement  Between WIAA and WOA 
Mr. Colbrese summarized the draft of the statewide agreement between the WIAA and 
WOA for consideration and action.  Loren Sandhop, Al Falkner, Ed Ploof, Craig Olson 
and Mike Colbrese represented the WIAA; and Terry Beckstead, Cindy C-Wilson, Steve 
Colby, Dick Eglet and Todd Stordahl represented the WOA during the negotiations.  Mr. 
Colbrese commended the involved individuals for several hours of extensive work 
sessions and, particularly, Todd Stordahl in his efforts to promote a statewide agreement 
among the individual officials associations and boards.  Mr. Colbrese added that the 
agreement will be reviewed annually. 
Falkner/Olson moved to approve the agreement in concept, allowing Mr. Colbrese and 
Mr. Stordahl to continue to wordsmith the document as needed.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
2009-10 Bound for State Regulation Changes 
Ms. Adsit explained each of the proposed changes to the 2009-10 Bound for State 
Tournament Regulations, including a review of the participation numbers in both 
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baseball and volleyball that were increased for the 2008-09 school year (baseball was 
increased from 18 to 20 to match softball, and volleyball was increased from 12 to 14 
due to the addition of the libero player [back row specialist] two years ago).  During the 
2008 July meeting, the Executive Board also reviewed the awards presented in the 
individual sports, but took no action until the staff had sufficient time to work with 
tournament managers and participating coaches for input. 
Feist/Kredit moved to approve all proposed changes except the changes to the medals 
for wrestling regionals, including limiting baseball and softball participants to 18.  
MOTION FAILED. 
Feist/Ploof moved to approve all proposed changes except the changes to the medals 
for wrestling regionals, maintaining the baseball and softball participant limitation to 20 
and volleyball to 14.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
Selection of WIAA Executive Board Members from Regions B (Districts 3 and 4) 
and Region C (Districts 5 to 9) 
Mr. Colbrese presented the nomination forms of Wendy Malich for the Region B 
representative and of George Juarez for the Region C representative with the WIAA 
Executive Board. 
Kredit/Sandhop moved to approve the nominations of Wendy Malich for Region B and 
George Juarez for Region C positions for the 2009-12 executive board term.  MOTION 
PASSED 
 
Approval of Fact Finding Process  
Mr. Barnes reported that he will have the next draft of the fact finders manual available 
for approval for the September meeting. 
 
Minutes from District Directors 
Mr. Colbrese presented the minutes from the June 2, 2009, meeting of the district 
directors.  He felt the meeting was worthwhile and commended the district directors for 
their time and effort to assist the member schools in their respective areas. 
 
Corporate Sponsor/Marketing Plan – Contracts 
Sarah Wisness presented proposed broadcast rights fee increases, which the outlets 
themselves believe are well founded, since advertising rates have increased but the fees 
have not been increased in seven years.  Ms. Wisness shared that the philosophy is not 
to eliminate any radio stations from broadcasting, particularly the smaller outlets, but to 
assess a fair rate while continuing to broadcast on radio or webcast.  Video streaming 
fees, which are $200 per game, are not included in the proposal. 
Ploof/Kredit moved to approve the proposed broadcast rights fee increases.  MOTION 
PASSED. 
 
Andy Knapp reported he negotiated continuing contracts for co-title sponsorship with 
both the Dairy Farmers of Washington and Les Schwab Tires.  Wells Fargo Bank will not 
renew its agreement with the WIAA.  Mr. Knapp will continue to seek additional 
corporate support. 
 
NFHS Basketball Rules Changes 
Mr. Colbrese shared the 2009-10 NFHS basketball rule change allowing state 
associations to adopt video review for two situations that occur at the expiration of time 
at the end of fourth quarter or overtime.  Since not all classifications of the state 
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championship basketball series are televised, and since the officials and tournament 
staff would not be accustomed to that additional responsibility, the staff recommended 
this video review not be adopted. 
Lindgren/Olson moved to adopt the NFHS rule change by state association adoption.  
MOTION FAILED. 
   
SPRING SEASON EVENTS UPDATES 
Baseball:  Ms. Adsit complimented tournament managers Mel Moore in Yakima and 
Tom Burmester at Safeco for running outstanding events.  She shared an e-mail from a 
1B athletic director who did not support the change in the 1B format (due to fewer 1B 
schools with baseball and, subsequently, one less round of playoffs, the semifinals were 
played at the regional sites, the losing teams were presented with a third place trophy as 
in football and only the winning teams traveled to the state tournament site to reduce 
travel costs to schools). 
 
Boys Soccer:  Mr. Miller shared that there were good crowds and top management at 
boys state soccer with Don Farler and Tim Thomsen.  He mentioned that during one of 
the first round matches, the NFHS lightning policy was ignored and play was allowed to 
continue following a lightning strike.  The NFHS lightning policy will be a point of 
emphasis for all 2009-10 online rules clinics involving outdoor sports. 
 
Golf:  Mr. Barnes reported that first-time state golf manager Le Burns did a super job in 
organizing the state golf championships.  All sites utilized this year have agreed to be 
available for the 2010 championships.  Not only the courses, but also the gender and 
classification, will remain the same for the 2010 championships. 
 
Softball:  Mr. Miller shared that all venues were well received by the participants for 
softball.  He voiced his pleasure at having Jim Meyerhoff return as manager at the 3A, 
4A at SERA; Carol Finney did a great job with the 1B and 2B in Yakima; Casey Gant 
filled in and ran a successful 1A tournament in the Tri-Cities; and Mike Lewis had a very 
successful second year with the 2A in Selah. 
 
Track and Field:  Ms. Fisher reported that Mike Van Matre stepped in to help run the 
1B, 2B, 1A state track and field meet, along with Mike Colbrese, when manager Jay 
Rydell had to leave unexpectedly due to a family emergency.  Ms. Fisher complimented 
Jennifer Kubista in managing the 2A, 3A, 4A state track and field meet at Mt. Tahoma 
High School.  She mentioned that, while the schedule can be tightened up a bit, she 
believes the meet will continue as a two and one-half day meet.  Parking and seating 
were adequate, although driving access in and out of the facility was difficult until the 
Tacoma police department provided more assistance.  The final awards were presented 
by 6 PM on Saturday, which allowed for teams to travel that night. 
 
Wendy Malich added that with state boys soccer, 3A, 4A softball, and 2A, 3A, 4A track 
and field within a five-mile radius of each other, it was possible for administrators and 
fans to travel back and forth between the different venues. 
 
Just Play Fair! 
Mr. Barnes presented the 2008-09 ejection report, which shows a decrease from 2007-
08.  He reported that staff will continue to work with member schools to determine if a 
new message is needed to promote sportsmanship and the value of interscholastic 
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programs, possibly with more focus on character and integrity.  Dave Tikker added that 
sportsmanship needs to be emphasized continually. 
 
Mr. Miller presented the soccer conduct data that detailed the ejections in boys soccer 
during the 2009 spring season.  While the number of ejections in boys soccer is less 
than in 2008, the number of ejections, particularly in the categories of violent conduct 
and abusive language, is alarmingly high.  Actions in those two categories would cause 
an athlete to be ejected in any sport.  With 193 first ejections, there was only one second 
ejection, indicating that players understand the ramifications on a second ejection 
(suspended for the remainder of the season).  As a means to address the serious nature 
of the ejections, he recommended that boys soccer be placed on probation for the 2009-
10 school year, with a goal to reduce the ejections in violent conduct and abusive 
language by at least 60 percent.  Board members discussed the serious nature of the 
ejections and thanked Mr. Miller for his thorough report.  Mr. Miller will collect information 
from leagues about ways the issue has been addressed and will share that information 
during the upcoming fall workshops. 
Falkner/Lindgren moved to place boys soccer on notice for the 2009-10 school year 
with the stipulation that ejections in abusive language and violent conduct must be 
reduced by at least 60 percent or stringent consequences will be assessed in future 
years.  MOTION PASSED.   Note:  The staff will develop potential sanctions to be 
assessed to schools in 2010-11 if the number of ejections does not meet the targeted 
goal. 
 
SCHOLASTIC CUP 
Mr. Barnes presented the final listing of points earned by schools in the scholastic cup 
standings. 
 
VIOLATION REPORT 
Mr. Meyerhoff shared the 2008-09 violations report as submitted by the district directors. 
Malich/Feist moved to accept the report.  MOTION PASSED 
 
ELIGIBILITY UPDATE 
Ms. Fisher shared the district eligibility hearing comparisons, 2004-05 through 2008-09.  
The May 12, 2009, meeting for eligibility committees held at the office was well attended 
with excellent discussion and work sessions.  While there was apprehension that the 
appeals would increase dramatically when the rule changed regarding transferring 
students from one school to another within a multi-school district, that was not the case.  
All district and state level eligibility hearings are now recorded digitally.  Ross Hjelseth 
asked for a definition of hardship particularly as it applies to families claiming financial 
hardship as a means to transfer from a private to public school.  Staff shared that 
families are required to submit specific financial information, and both schools have the 
opportunity to provide information pertinent to the reasons for a transfer (releasing 
school representative fills out Form 5).  The eligibility brochure is being transcribed into 
Spanish. 
 
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
2008-09 Preliminary Compliance Report:  Mr. Meyerhoff shared the 2008-09 
preliminary coaches standards compliance report.  He pointed out the high number, 
once again, of coaches without First Aid and CPR.  Mr. Miller added that last year 
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following this report, staff sent a letter to each of the school districts with coaches without 
First Aid and CPR.  A similar letter will be sent again this year. 
 
Coaches School:  Mr. Meyerhoff reported a record preregistration attendance of over 
600 for an outstanding 2009 WIAA Coaches School.  He added that, due to suggestions 
and efforts of the staff, approximately $7,000 savings will be evident this year.  He 
emphasized that coaches who attend the WIAA Coaches School meet the coaches 
standards. 
 
Fall Workshop Schedule, Agenda Items:  Ms. Fisher provided the updated listing of 
the 2009 fall workshop dates and sites.  As a cost saving measure for all WIAA member 
schools, the notebooks will not be provided and the number of handouts has been 
reduced. 
 
Online Rules Clinics:  Ms. Fisher reported that the launch date for the eight 2009-10 
fall online rules clinics will be August 17.  The process is being developed for coaches to 
register on their own, rather than through the athletic director as in previous years.  A 
feedback link will also be added to the end of each online clinic.  Mr. Miller shared with 
the board the video regarding the concussion management that will be included with all 
online rules clinics.  He also summarized the Lystedt Law requiring all coaches, 
including those of elementary after school programs, and all youth groups that utilize 
school facilities must verify compliance in viewing the video.  He added that all forms 
and materials are also in Spanish.  Mr. Colbrese commended Dick Langum for his 
assistance in developing all materials. 
 
TECHNOLOGY UPDATE 
Mr. Colbrese reported that Board meetings will be paperless in the future (packets will 
not be sent ahead of time nor provided on site).  Mr. Knapp reported that the WIAA 
Website and home page are being redesigned, which should make the information more 
readily accessible both to member schools and the general public.   Ms. Fisher added 
that with the resignation of Tim Stevens as technology coordinator, an outside 
organization has been contracted for the redesign.  Steve Lyons was introduced to the 
board and has been hired to serve as the WIAA Technology Development Coordinator. 
 
LEGAL REPORT 
John Olson reported that, after several years of decisions and appeals, the rules of the 
Association have been upheld by the Court of Appeals regarding an out-of-season 
appeal by a Bellevue coach. 
 
Mr. Olson continues to assist a school involved in litigation over a situation that took 
place a number of years ago. 
 
Mr. Olson, Mr. Colbrese and Mr. Stordahl continue to work with Employment Securities 
regarding the status of officials. 
 
Mr. Colbrese added that Mr. Miller has been working with the Brain Injury Association 
and Harborview Hospital to ensure that the information, forms, and video regarding 
concussion management meet the tenets of the recently passed Lystedt Law.  There is 
also a new law that was driven by the ACLU that requires youth groups utilizing public 
facilities to meet all tenets of Title IX. 
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CLASSIFICATIONS 
Mr. Meyerhoff presented the proposed timeline for the 2010-12 school classification 
process (attachment #1).  Public school head counts will be provided by the Office of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction; private schools submit their enrollment on Form 4.  
Schools will be asked to declare in November if they intend to opt up (approximately 30 
schools each year).  All information will be accessible and filled out on line this year. 
Olson/Kredit moved to accept the proposed timeline and process.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
SELECTION OF SPEECH AND DEBATE TOURNAMENT SITES 
Mr. Colbrese summarized that he and Mike Burton, co-director of the state debate and 
individual events, have had preliminary discussions regarding the site for these events.  
Schools on the eastside of the state have requested that the events be combined and 
held on just one weekend, and that, at least once every four years the event be held on 
the eastside of the state. 
 
FUTURE OF MIDDLE LEVEL MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. Colbrese reiterated that WIAA member schools are allowed to play only WIAA 
member schools, although more and more middle level schools are not renewing their 
WIAA membership, believing they will save funds by doing so.  With middle schools 
dropping their membership, traditional middle level league members are finding 
themselves in a difficult position with some schools, some traditional league members, 
deciding not to continue WIAA membership.  He added that a listing of the benefits for 
membership is posted on the WIAA Website.  Harlan Kredit requested that the listing be 
“hard hitting” for and directed more to superintendents and school directors who will 
assume the liability for non-compliance with coaches standards, officials, athletic 
eligibility standards, out-of-season coaching regulations, etc.  The Board authorized the 
executive director to grant a one-year waiver to allow a WIAA member middle school to 
play a non-member school provided the waiver stipulates that a meeting be held with all 
member and non-member schools to discuss the benefits of membership. 
 
REQUESTS TO WAIVE AUGUST 1 DEADLINE (PROCESS REMINDER) 
Mr. Colbrese reported that less than ten schools have applied to extend the out-of-
season timeline beyond August 1, since one or more of their coaches are coaching 
potential athletes in a state, regional or national competition after August 1. 
 
DISCUSSION OF BOARD GOALS 
Mr. Colbrese reiterated that a special session for the Executive Committee will be 
scheduled on September 27, 2009, for continued discussion on the 2008-10 board 
goals. 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS:  2009 Emerald City Volleyball Invitational (ECVI) and Emerald 
City Kickoff Classic (ECKC) 
Mr. Barnes reported that, with some terrific matchups in line, attendance should be high 
for this year’s events.  Some of the same marketing and promotional tactics utilized 
during the 2009 state baseball championships will also be applied to ECKC. 
 
NFHS 
Responses from NFHS Surveys:  Mr. Colbrese presented the responses from the 
NFHS survey regarding a reduction in the number of contests (sent June 15, 2009). 
 



 WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
July 27-28, 2009 

WIAA office, Renton, Washington 
Page 11 

 
Summer Meeting Report:  Sarah Wisness summarized the presentation she and  
Andy Knapp made during the conference on technology advances.  Mr. Colbrese, staff 
and board members who attended shared their impressions of the sessions attended. 
 
NFHS Committee Updates:  Cindy Adsit reported that, just before she left for the 
summer meeting, Susan True, editor of the NFHS spirit rules book, called to verify 
Washington’s position on rule 3-1-6, page 39. (Dance, drill and pom teams must wear 
athletic shoes or appropriate dance shoes that cover the toes and entire sole of the 
foot.”)  Prior to 2002 the rule allowed for dancing barefoot.  When the rule changed in 
2002, the dance/drill coaches association appealed to the WIAA Executive Board to 
allow dancers to continue to dance barefoot, particularly in light of the increasing 
popularity of lyrical dancing performances.  After consulting with the WIAA Medical 
Aspects of Sports Committee, the WIAA Executive Board approved the request, 
authorizing a less restrictive version of 3-1-6.  As a result of that action, Washington is 
not eligible to have a representative on the NFHS Spirit Rules Committee.  The 2009 
committee vacancy was filled by a representative from one of the other states in Section 
8.  Washington will submit a rule change to the NFHS Spirit Rules Committee to change 
the rule to allow for dancing barefoot, and, hopefully, the rule will change prior to the 
committee opening for a Section 8 representative in 2013. 
 
Ms. Adsit added that Washington is also not eligible to have a representative on the 
NFHS Basketball Rules Committee since a shot clock is utilized in this state (and not 
recognized by the NFHS.)  She added that she I was selected to fill the vacancy on the 
NFHS Volleyball Rules Committee, with her first committee meeting to be held in 
January, 2010. 
 
LEAP COMMITTEE:  Andy Knapp recently accompanied six LEAP students to the 
NFHS Leadership Conference in Indianapolis.  It was beneficial and they returned with 
ideas on how to better utilize these student leaders throughout the school year. 
 
2009 Section 7 and 8 Meeting:  Mr. Colbrese presented the September 20-22, 2009, 
dates for the NFHS Section 7 and 8 conference to the board members.  He shared that 
the executive director, president and vice president are, by policy, authorized to attend 
the NFHS Section 7 and 8 meeting. 
 
NFHS Sport Rule Changes:  Mr. Barnes shared that the NFHS Swimming and Diving 
Committee is working with the NCAA and FINA to determine appropriate swim attire for 
interscholastic swimming. Ms. Adsit presented the two recommendations from the cheer 
coaches.  Mr. Miller reported that the NFHS Softball Rules Committee voted to change 
the pitching distance in fastpitch, but that the change would be implemented during the 
2010-11 school year. 
 
FEATURES AND ARTICLES 
Mr. Colbrese submitted a series of articles and features of interest to the Board. 
 
REVIEW OF BOARD MEETING ACTION 
Andy Barnes reviewed action taken by the Board during this meeting. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
Lindgren/Malich moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:10 PM.  MOTION PASSED. 
 
Submitted by: 
Henry Karnofski, WIAA Board President 
Mike Colbrese, WIAA Executive Director 
Cindy Adsit, Recorder    
 
Next Meeting:  September 27-28, 2009 
   WIAA office 


