
    WASHINGTON INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION 
WIAA Executive Board Minutes 

April 22, 2018 |  Red Lion at the Park, Spokane 
 

 
 

WIAA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Lori Wyborney, President (District 8), Pat McCarthy, Vice President (District 2), Harlan Kredit (District 1), 
Tim Thomsen (District 3), Cale Piland substituting for Scott Chamberlain (District 4), Rich Rouleau 
(District 5), Miles Caples (District 6), Greg Whitmore (District 7), Ken Lindgren (District 9), Eric McCurdy 
(Region A), Wendy Malich (Region B), Dr. Pam Veltri (Region C) and John Wallwork (At Large).  
 
HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS 
Lori Oviatt (Washington State School Directors Association (WSSDA)), Dave Tikker (Washington 
Secondary School Athletic Administrators Association  (WSSAAA)), and Russ Brown (District Directors). 
 
WIAA STAFF 
Mike Colbrese, Executive Director; and Cindy Adsit, Andy Barnes, John Miller and Brian Smith, Assistant 
Executive Directors. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Lori Wyborney convened the WIAA Executive Board meeting at 12:25 PM on Sunday, April 22, 2018.   
 
CONSENSUS ISSUES 
Lori Wyborney presented the agenda; minutes from March 18, 2018, meeting, and consensus items. 
 

● Malich/Lindgren moved to approve the agenda, minutes from March 18, 2018, meeting, and 
the consensus items.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
FINANCIAL REPORTS  
1. Andy Barnes presented the year-to-date financial report and the final winter tournament report.  

Attendance for winter events is down overall.  The largest drop is in basketball, with decreased 
attendance at regionals and all state sites.   

 
 Andy Barnes presented a summary of the attendance figures for basketball since 2008-09.  

Overall attendance, which includes regionals and state sites, from 2008-09 through 2017-18 has 
decreased by approximately 15,000 spectators.  While there was a spike in attendance in 2016-
17, which was the first year of the 12-team format, attendance was significantly lower this year.  
He added that there were 42 doubles (schools whose boys and girls team qualify) this year, 
which is the highest number ever recorded.  He also shared that he, Mike Colbrese, Pat 
McCarthy and Tim Thomsen met to go through the basketball financials to determine the “new 
norm” for basketball.  Mike Colbrese added that he surveyed all 50 states to determine if there 
is any pattern across the country in football, basketball and wrestling during the past five years.  
40 different state associations responded to date (Attachments #1 and 1A). 

 
● Malich/McCurdy moved to approve the year-to-date financial report and the 2018 winter 

tournament report.  MOTION PASSED. 
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2.  Mike Colbrese presented the 2018-19 WIAA budget, which also includes a pre-approved ticket 
price increase, for second reading.  Third reading will take place during the June meeting.   

 
● Malich/Kredit moved to approve on SECOND READING the 2018-19 WIAA budget.  MOTION 

PASSED. 
 
THIRD READING 
3A, 4A STATE GOLF TEAM FORMAT PROPOSAL 
Andy Barnes presented for third reading the team format for the 3A and 4A State Golf Championships, 
which also includes the component to qualify individuals and will increase the number of participants 
from 80 to 114.  He shared that the golf committee includes representatives from all WIAA Districts and 
all classifications, and includes administrators, coaches who are athletic directors, and coaches.  He 
added that the Golf Coaches Association supports the format and that members of the golf committee 
have met with constituents in their respective areas to further discuss the pros and cons of this proposal.  
 

● Kredit/Thomsen moved to approve on THIRD AND FINAL READING THE 3A, 4A team golf format 
proposal for the 2018-19 school year (Attachment #2).  MOTION PASSED. 

 
WIAA SLOW PITCH (FALL) SEASON BEGINNING WITH THE 2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR 
John Miller shared that schools and leagues across the state are choosing to offer slow pitch softball as a 
fall sport. Currently the WIAA handbook lists both slow pitch and fast pitch softball as spring sports but 
the proposed new slow pitch dates will reflect a fall season.  Cale Piland requested the slow pitch season 
begin on the same date as all other fall sports (NFHS week 8), except football, rather than a week later 
as approved in the first two readings.  Eric McCurdy suggested the Board consider adopting other sports 
which involve high participation numbers, including but not limited to ultimate Frisbee, lacrosse, and 
Unified Sports. 

 
● Thomsen/Lindgren moved to approve on THIRD AND FINAL READING that NFHS week 8 through 

week 17 would be the slow pitch (fall) season beginning with the 2018-19 school year 
(Attachment #3), and that school participation would be verified beginning with the 2019-2020 
school year for the potential of a WIAA-sponsored state championship event.  MOTION PASSED. 
 

FEES FOR FACT FINDING/AUDIT FOR VANCOUVER 
Mike Colbrese shared that the Vancouver School District has indicated that, due to an anonymous 
complaint, it has interest in securing a fact finder designated by the WIAA office regarding the status of 
a baseball program at one of its high schools.  Mr. Colbrese was directed to continue to work with the 
Vancouver School District administration regarding any future action.  On a comparable issue, Mike 
Colbrese added that he and John Miller will meet with Wesco League representatives and Archbishop 
Murphy on May 3, regarding their request for an audit.  It was suggested that some guidelines be 
formalized for any future requested fact findings. 
 
GOLF SITES APPROVAL 
In light of the action based on the newly approved 3A, 4A team format, Andy Barnes indicated that he 
needed to reconnect with the 2019-22 proposed golf sites in Spokane and Olympia.  Finding eight golf 
courses in one area is difficult and he recommended a rotation of courses in both areas, similar to what 
is in effect at this point with Spokane and the Tri Cities. 
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● Malich/Caples moved to table action on the 2019-22 State Golf Sites until the June 3, 2018, 
meeting.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
APPROVAL OF SITES 
3A, 4A State Volleyball:  Cindy Adsit presented a summary of the sites that had submitted bids for the 
2018, 2019, and 2020 3A and 4A State Volleyball Championships.  The summary included the facility 
costs, available dates, pros and cons for each site.  The Yakima Valley SunDome currently serves as the 
site for the 1B, 2B and 1A State Volleyball Championships.  The bid submitted for the 3A and 4A State 
Volleyball Championships was for a week later, which is the same time that the State Fall Soccer 
Championships are held. 
 

● Thomsen/Lindgren moved to approve the Yakima Valley SunDome for the 2018, 2019 and 2020 
3A and 4A State Volleyball Championships on the same weekend as State Fall Soccer.  MOTION 
PASSED. 

 
State Gymnastics:  Cindy Adsit presented a summary of the sites that had submitted bids for the 2019, 
2020, and 2021 State Gymnastics Championships.  The summary included the facility costs, available 
dates, pros and cons for each site.  In order to host the event, the two high schools that submitted bids 
would be available only during the mid-winter break when no students would be on campus.  The mid-
winter break is during the week following the traditional weekend for State Gymnastics and on the same 
weekend as Regional Basketball. 
 

● Kredit/Wallwork moved to approve the Hub in Spokane for the 2019, 2020 and 2021 State 
Gymnastics Championships.  MOTION FAILED. 

 
● Kredit/McCurdy moved to approve Sammamish High School in Bellevue for the 2019, 2020 and 

2021 State Gymnastics Championships on the same weekend as Regional Basketball.  MOTION 
PASSED. 

 
State Cheer: Cindy Adsit presented a summary of the two sites that had submitted bids for the 2019, 
2020, and 2021 State Cheerleading Championships.  The summary included the facility costs, available 
dates, pros and cons for each site.  Both facilities are available on the preferred date, which is the first 
Saturday in February and on the same date as State Bowling. 
 

● McCurdy/Lindgren moved to approve Battle Ground High School for the 2019, 2020, and 2021 
State Cheerleading Championships on the first Saturday in February.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
2A BASEBALL DRAWS 
Cindy Adsit presented recommended changes to the 2018 2A baseball draws which would split out the 
teams from Districts 5/6/7.  The change would have four teams crossing the Cascades for regional 
baseball (5/6/7 #3, 5/6/7 #4, 1/2 #4 and 3 #5.) 
 

● Whitmore/Kredit moved to approve the changes to the 2018 2A baseball draws (Attachment 
#4.)  MOTION PASSED. 
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APPROVAL OF THE 2018-19 CALENDAR 
Mike Colbrese presented 2018-19 calendar, focusing specifically on the dates for the executive board 
meetings and recommended the Board eliminate one meeting.  He also requested clarification regarding 
the dates needed for the June meeting, but recommended a one-day meeting on Sunday, June 3, 
beginning at 9 am.  The decision regarding the August retreat will be made during the June meeting. 
A board subcommittee comprised of Eric McCurdy, Harlan Kredit, Wendy Malich will review the needs 
of the Association and determine the best dates for the executive board meetings.   
 

● Whitmore/Rouleau moved to approve on FIRST READING the 2018-19 calendar, including state 
tournament date changes approved at this meeting.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
REQUEST FROM TROUT LAKE SCHOOL DISTRICT TO JOIN OSAA 
Mike Colbrese shared the request of the Trout Lake School District to join the Oregon School Activities 
Association (OSAA), effective with the 2019-20 school year.  He added that the OSAA Board will be 
voting on a proposal to allow such members during its spring meeting.  The Trout Lake School District 
has not yet filed the official position from its current league of membership, which is a requirement for 
this process. 
 

● Kredit/Lindgren moved to table the request until all appropriate documentation has been 
secured.  MOTION PASSED. 

 
PLANNING 
2017-18 STATE EVENT UPDATES 
Preliminary review of spring state events 
John Miller shared that the new manager for 3A State Softball will be WIAA staff member Aaron 
Roetcisoender. 
 
Andy Barnes reported that, due to the installation of new sprinklers on the course, the 1B/2B Boys and 
the 1B/2B/1A Girls Golf Championships previously scheduled at Meadowwood were moved to Hangman 
Valley. 
 
Signup to present awards at spring events. 
A signup sheet was passed around for board members to present awards at the upcoming spring events 
(Attachment #5). 
 
PROPOSED PARTICIPATION SURVEY 
Mike Colbrese shared that staff is gathering data to track participation rates.  As a spinoff to previous 
discussions about participation in sports that are not under the jurisdiction of the Association, and as a 
means to determine future action regarding other opportunities, this upcoming participation survey will 
also include sports and activities currently not under the jurisdiction of the Association. 
 
OTHER UPDATES 
John Miller added that a new testing protocol has been developed for NFL football helmets, which has 
resulted in a ranking of helmets – green is recommended, yellow is at your own risk, red is banned 
(https://www.playsmartplaysafe.com/resource/helmet-laboratory-testing-performance-results/). The new 
development also has increased the production costs.  The NFHS will follow with a statement regarding 
high school helmet standards. 

https://www.playsmartplaysafe.com/resource/helmet-laboratory-testing-performance-results/
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FALL WORKSHOP DATES AND TOPICS 
Brian Smith shared that the dates and sites are currently posted.  Any suggestions on topics should be 
shared with him. 
 
WIAA COMMITTEE REPORTS 
RPI COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 
In order to solicit more feedback from the schools during the WSSAAA Conference, and the scheduled 
RPI committee meeting on April 29, 2018, Greg Whitmore suggested the board continue to postpone its 
second reading of the RPI Committee recommendations from the December 10, 2017, meeting with 
recommendations for action on June 3. 
 
CLASSIFICATION 
Rich Rouleau reported that the committee met on April 17.  He shared that balancing the number of 
schools in a classification has become problematic over the years and the committee focused on 
developing a system that incorporated the factors of competitive equity, safety, balance and fairness.  
The committee is developing a recommendation that classifications be based upon hard numbers, 
rather than balanced percentages of schools.  Establishing cutoff numbers could mean different 
numbers of schools in each classification, which could lead to different sized tournaments and formats.  
Enrollments would be adjusted based upon a socio-economic factor and an enrollment multiplier for 
private schools in order to reach competitive balance, and the largest school would be no more than 
twice as big as the smallest school.   The current rule allowing for schools to opt up, with its domino 
effect on other schools and other classifications, will also need additional review and discussion.  The 
committee is scheduled meet again in May. 
 
GOVERNANCE 
Ken Lindgren shared that the committee met on April 16, and is scheduled to meet again on April 30.  
Tim Thomsen reported that the committee had requested advice from WIAA legal counsel John Olson 
regarding how changes are made to the WIAA handbook.  The committee suggested the Board follow 
the handbook rules regarding how rules are changed and requested a special meeting of the 
Representative Assembly in October, with amendments regarding the proposed changes to be 
presented at that time.  Some of the information needs to be solidified prior to January, due to the 
finalization of classifications and the beginning of the legislative session.  Most of the components, 
however, if approved would be implemented in stages.  The committee will have the draft developed by 
the June 3 meeting. Information will then be posted on the WIAA website and discussed during the fall 
workshops. 
 
DIVERSITY  
Pat McCarthy reported that a committee meeting has not been held since the March meeting. 
 
RTO UPDATE 
Tim Thomsen reported that a committee meeting has not been held since the March meeting. 
 
NFHS 
Five WIAA Executive Board members will attend the NFHS summer meeting. 
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LEGAL AND LEGISLATIVE UPDATES 
Mike Colbrese shared that he recently returned from the NFHS Legal Meeting.  He added that 
Association rules prevailed in a suit involving a transfer student, and the legal process is still ongoing in 
another suit filed on behalf of three students from Bellevue High School. 
 
FEATURES AND ARTICLES 
A series of articles and features of interest were provided to the WIAA Board. 
 
REVIEW OF APRIL BOARD MEETING ACTION  
Andy Barnes reviewed action taken by the WIAA Executive Board during this March 18, 2018, meeting. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

● Lindgren/Rouleau moved to go into executive session at 3:50 PM on Sunday, April 22, 2018. 
MOTION PASSED. 

 
● Lindgren/Rouleau moved to come out executive session at 4:12 PM on Sunday, April 22, 2018. 

MOTION PASSED. 
 
MEETING CONCLUSION 
 

●  Lindgren/Rouleau moved to adjourn at 4:15 PM on Sunday, April 22, 2018. MOTION PASSED. 
 
Submitted by:      Next Meeting:  June 3, 2018  
Lori Wyborney, WIAA Board President     
Mike Colbrese, WIAA Executive Director 
Cindy Adsit, Recorder 


